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NADIA SAMDANI - ART
ENTHUSIAST

Art masterpieces are always the tell-tale
consequence of passion, so are exclusives
art collections. Nadia Samdani proves these
words to be overtly true by being recog-
nised as one of the most coveted art collec-
tors in the world.

The recognition is especially meaningful
because she hails from Bangladesh, a coun-
try where a proper art gallery was nonexis-
tent even a few years ago, and women art
enthusiasts were almost unheard of. "My
first ever painting was an S M Sultan,” says
Samdani.“Being a second generation art
collector, | am glad to have had the opportu-
nity to visit many art galleries all over the
world, which ultimately helped in develop-
ing my passion for art.”

Continuing with her story Samdani
revealed, “The frequent visits to the count-
less Biennales, all over the world, also made
me terribly upset because it made me real-
ise our lack for even a single, properly
curated art gallery in our country.”

“My husband, Rajeev Samdani also felt the
same, that's when Dhaka Art Summit hap-
pened. Together, with the help of interna-
tional curators and art researchers, we
decided to hold similar, international stan-
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dard art exhibitions in Bangladesh. Our vision
was to make the exhibition an open platform
where everyone would be invited, for free.”

Samdani wishes that such grand scale initia-
tives will ultimately make significant positive
impact in the country's art scenario; as everyone
would be able to experience art better.

“In foreign countries, children are encour-
aged to visit art galleries during school trips;
here, we had no such thing. So, as an initiative
to encourage children towards art, the Dhaka
Art Summit especially encourages children
from all kinds of schools to visit the four day
exhibition. These school-goers are our future
artists, curators and collectors; | am glad to
have been able to motivate them, even, if it is
by the tiniest amount,’ says Samdani.

She does not just stop there, but adds on,
saying, “There is a lot of hard work that goes
behind every single exhibition, but we never
give up only because we are extremely pas-
sionate about it and want to truly make a
difference. Nothing would have been possi-
ble though, if | was not enthusiastic enough/

As an advice to the future generation
especially women, Nadia Samdani had few
words to say - “If you are into homemaking,
do it because you love it not because it's a
duty. As long as you have a positive mindset
and you are passionate about something,
you will end up being successful and happy.”

TAHMINA RAHMAN
- AMATEUR GOLFER

When we think of golf we usually character-

ise it as a man's game, but Tahmina Rahman,

an amateur female golfer of Bangladesh
surely proved us wrong by winning the 2011
Standard Chartered 'Hole in One' effort-
lessly.

“There is no sport that a woman cannot
venture into. All a woman ever needs is a strong
mindset and the rest will follow! said Rahman.

She also enlightened us with few of her
other bold initiatives, which were equally
remarkable.

“Back in 2000, | was determined to get
into the dredging business, having seen a
lot of prospect in the field. And | proved my
worth by becoming the first woman in the
private sector dredging business of
Bangladesh.

“1 did not stop only there, | also initiated
a women centric NGO, the BDAWL (Bangla-
desh Alliance for Women Leadership) in
2008 becoming its founding member and
treasurer,’ she said.

For someone who has achieved so muchina
world that is not so vocal about women dream-
ers, Rahman had motivating words to say-

“I have not let anything stop me from
doing what | always wanted to do. At
BDAWL, we try to build that courage, the
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leadership techniques amongst women.’

Conversing on her admission into the
world of golf she mentions her husband, “I
used to play squash before, that's when
my husband encouraged me towards golf.
One day | came to Kurmitola, to play
alongside my husband. Since that day, 11
years ago, | have never looked back, fall-
ing completely in love with every aspect
of the game

Naturally, we wanted to know what
attracted her so much about the game.

“Well, it's the challenge! Golfing helped
build my character; | believe | am more
composed, calm and patient today,
because of the game. There are a lot of
calculations involved and one has to solve
them every time to make that - 'one single
shot'. Anyone who likes to take up chal-
lenges should definitely try golfing as a
sport.”

Carrying on the conversation, Rahman
pointed out how things had improved
significantly over the years especially for
women in golfing, “The government has
helped us a lot in this regard, there is a
separate training institute for women and
even children. | have a plan to take up
formal training someday and try for a
professional tournament, if | see myself fit.
After all, life would be bland without a
good challenge!”
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