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Special children to have
playground of their own

Although it's illegal, many children steer such vehicles across the country amid a dearth of licensed professional drivers.
BRTA data show the number of registered vehicles is over 29 lakh but only 19 lakh people have driving licence.

'Ghosts' driving 10
lakh vehicles

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

Mohammad Billal, in his late 20s, has
been professionally driving minibuses
and pick-up trucks for the last seven years
in the capital and only recently he
applied for a driving licence,

Billal is set to get a professional driv-
ing licence from Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority on March 30.

He said over the years he had been
fined at least 20 times for driving with-
outa licence, He had never been jailed.

Billal's employment as a driver in the city's pathetic fleet

Over 29 lakh registered vehicles

Some 19 lakh licensed drivers

About 10 lakh professional
licensed drivers

Unknown number of illegal
vehicles

licensed professional drivers.

There exists a huge gap between the
number of registered vehicles and the
number of licensed drivers for those.

For driving over 29 lakh registered
vehicles, there are only 19 lakh people
with driving licences, say BRTA statistics
as of February 2017.

On top of this, there are only 10 lakh
drivers with professional licences and a
little over nine lakh are non-

professional drivers.
The BRTA does not keep track of vehicles being taken off

of rundown public transport is a testament to the dearth of

the roads but sources there claimed that about 30 percent
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RAFIUL ISLAM

Arijit Chakma Prithu has a disliking
for claw hair clips. One afternoon six
years ago this autistic young man was
out walking in the city's Chandrima
Udyan. He saw a girl with such a clip
and grabbed it.

It took a lot of effort from his
mother Subarna Chakma to explain
Arijit's condition and dissuade three
youths accompanying the girl from
assaulting herson.

Arijit's family has since hardly taken
the now 26-year-old to public places.

Like Arijit's, many other families
refrain from taking their loved ones
with special needs to playgrounds and
parks to avoid facing such situations.
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Consequently, this impedes mental
and physical growth of challenged
people.

Taking this into consideration, the
government has started constructing
presumably the country's first play-
ground dedicated to people with spe-
cial needs.

A 4.16-acre land at the corner of
Manik Mia Avenue and Mirpur Road,
near the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, was
handed over to National Foundation
for Development of the Disabled
Persons by Public Works Department
on December 18 last year for the con-
struction.

The playground will have some
benches and a toilet while other com-
ponents required would be decided
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upon later.

“We have already started the con-
struction work. We will open it soon. We
will do everything without obstructing
people's view of the Jativa Sangsad
Bhaban,” said AKM Maksudul Arefin,
deputy director of the Foundation.

The playground will be a blessing
for people with disabilities, helping
their physical and physiological devel-
opment, he added.

Apart from being a place for recre-
ation, it would be a space where care-
givers would gather and share experi-
ences on better treatment of people
with special needs.

There are around 15 lakh people
with special needs in the country,
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President for
competent,
honest leaders
in politics

DU CORRESPONDENT

President Abdul Hamid
yesterday urged graduates

Touching lives in the
glow of her dream

Family of Abinta Kabir launches
foundation to help poor children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

to create honest and com-

petent leadership to make
the foundation of democ-
racy stronger at the 50th
Convocation of Dhaka
University (DU).

Nothing will bring back the §

child who is now in the great
beyond, but what could be a
better way the mother could
remember her beloved
daughter than making her

He also said there is no
alternative to political
leadership in the country's
development and this
leadership would be cre-
ated through student lead-
ership.
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dream her own and fulfill it!
That is what the mother
and the family of Abinta
Kabir, who was killed along
with 19 other hostages in last year's Gulshan café attack,
strove to do as they launched Abinta Kabir Foundation
yesterday to help under-privileged children get education.
At a memorial programme at a city hotel where the
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“| don't get this will
of God; I've come
here as the
chancellor of a
university where |
couldn't even get
admitted.”

PRESIDENT ABDUL HAMID
AT THE 50TH DU CONVOCATION
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to one of the Pioneers of Textile Sector

Mr. A.S.M Rafiqul Islam Noman,

Managing director, Zaber & Zubair Accessories Ltd. (sister concern of NOMAN GROUP)

for receiving prestigious CIP (Export)-2013 status, which stands alone proudly witnessing
your hard work and dedication and also makes us proud to be a part of this achievement.

NOMAN

G R o U P

WwWWww.nomangroup.com

DHAKA

Serviced Suites

The New Pacitfic Floor

Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka is excited to reveal its Newly Refurbished Pacific Floors, introducing a
refreshed look and feel that will create a heightened level of sophistication for our guests. The 7 and
8" floor rooms and suites are a complete remodel with added premium facilities and state of the art
touches of luxury, designed to perfection to enhance the guests' experience. These contemporary
Pacific Floor Rooms promise to deliver a newly invigorated and enriching hotel experience for business
and leisure travellers alike.

The newly renovated guestrooms feature king-sized single and twin beds with modern furnishings, to
select from either a pool view or a city view room, an ensuite bathroom with separate shower, a
well-equipped workstation for guest’s business convenience, high speed wired and wireless internet
connectivity and complimentary access to the New Pacific Lounge.

For more information please speak with us at +-880 2 55028008, +880 2 9128008
or email reserve.ppdac@panpacific.com

Embrace the Pacific

panpac:iﬁc .com

PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON

107 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215 or GPO Box 3595, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Tel: +880 2 55028008, +880 2 9128008 Fax: +880 2 9138184 dhaka@panpacific.com www.panpacific.com/dhaka

Hotels and Resorts | Bali Dhaka Jakarta Manila Ningbo Perth Seattle Singapore Suzhou

Tianjin Vancouver Whistler Xiamen

New openings: Beijing (2017) Yangon (2017) London (2019)
| Bangkok Ningbo Singapore Tianjin Xiamen New openings: Johor (2018)
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