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The 2030 Agenda for sustainable devel-
opment was adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in
September 2015 under the title "Trans-
forming Our World: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.” It seeks
to bring about a societal transforma-
tion equitably for everyone. To imple-
ment such an agenda, a high level of
political commitment is absolutely
necessary.

In Bangladesh, a strong political
commitment does in fact exist. Buoyed
by the country's exceptional perfor-
mance in implementing the MDGs, the
government of Bangladesh actively
participated in the process of the for-
mulation of the 2030 Agenda. The civil
society input into the process in
Bangladesh, often in tandem with the
government, is also noteworthy.

Clearly, the political commitment to
the 2030 Agenda in Bangladesh has
grown as a necessary concomitant of
that involvement, which, in turn, has
arisen from the commitment of the
government to the eradication of pov-
erty and sustainable development,
including all citizens of the country.

A reflection of the strong political
commitment of the government of
Bangladesh led by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to the 2030 Agenda is
the Committee on Sustainable
Development Goals: Implementation
and Review that was set up in the office
of the Prime Minister under
Chairmanship of the Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister on
November 25, 2015, only two months
after the Agenda was adopted by the
UUN and Bangladesh signing into it and
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more than a month before it came into
force on January 1, 2016. In about only
one year, the Committee has accom-
plished an appreciable amount of
basic work.

The Committee has been working
on indicators to be used to measure
progress against targets, specifying
tasks to be carried out under different
SDGs, and identifying which ministry
or agency would perform certain
responsibilities and tasks. It is also
assessing the potentiality of domestic
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ing the 2030 Agenda. The flipside of
this exercise obviously gives the esti-
mates of resources to seek from exter-
nal sources through global partner-
ships. The Committee's work will
certainly facilitate an effective imple-
mentation of the Agenda.

In preparing the way forward, the
challenge or possible setback in any
respect must always be kept in perspec-
tive. In this context, a mechanism and
an analytical framework need to be put
in place for identifying such a possibil-
ity and putting in place, in response,

action programmes to prevent it from
occurring if possible or reduce risks
and impacts thereof in case of its
occurrence and to take action to
recoup the situation as quickly as
possible. For example, some people
who have moved above the poverty
line may face the prospect of falling
back to poverty as a result of an
impending natural disaster. In this
case, prevention by human action is
not an option, but steps need to be
taken to reduce risks in the first place
and then, if and when it does happen,
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undertake appropriate activities to
enable the people concerned to recover
as quickly as possible. Moreover, there
should be ongoing action programmes
to reduce disaster risks.

To maximise benefits from the avail-
able resources and human and institu-
tional capabilities, importance-
ordering of the SDGs and priority-
ordering of the tasks to be undertaken
in relation to the targets under differ-
ent SDGs should be worked out. But
once such a plan is prepared and is
used to guide SDG implementation
actions, it should be reviewed and
revised periodically taking into
account the experiences gathered and
the available new knowledge and anal-
yses of ground realities that may be
changing.

In addition to the critical role of the
central government, local governments
can and should play a major role in
mobilising local resources and facili-
tating and supporting local actions
under various SDGs. But the govern-
ment alone cannot implement the
2030 Agenda successfully. The partici-
pation of all other stakeholders such as
the civil society, the private sector,
education and skill development sec-
tors, the financial sectors, and the
people at large through community
based organisations is essential,

For contributions from all these
actors to be marshalled towards a
successful implementation of the 2030
Agenda, there needs to be effective
coordination among government
ministries and other agencies, between
the central and local governments, and
between the government and all other
stakeholders and actors.
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resource mobilisation for implement-
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Website : www.electrabd.com [ffacebook.com/electraint

Available at our following Show Rooms : 27, 60, 78, Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Dhaka, Phone : 9550207, 9563489,
9551767, Uttara : 8958692, 58952044 Mohakhali : 9857569, Bijoysharani : 58151615, Rumpura : 8314341, Shewrapara : 9101727,
Mohammadpur : 01847-159898, Shamoli : 9127546, Mirpur-1 : 9008690, Panthapath- 9139258, Elephantroad : 9677338, Lalbagh :
9677259, Dholairpar : 7449322, Dholairpar (Discount Shop) : 7451913, Savar 7742146, Tangail ;: 0921-62240, Mymensing : 091- 61191,
Bhairab:02-9471322, Comilla: 081-64634, Sylhet:0821-719260, Moulavi Bazar : 0861-63570, Chittagong -1: 031-626924 , Chittagong
-2 : 031-741201, Cox's Bazar : 0341-52016, Khulna -1 : 041-721551, Khulna -2 : 041-722858, Jhenaidah : 0451-61817 , MNoapara :
01844146145, Rajshahi-1: 0721-776186, Rajshahi-2 : 0721-771601, Nator : 0771-66552, Pabna : 0731-64875, Sirajganj : 01844-146135,
Bogra-1:051-62533, Bogra-2 : 051-69586, Naogaon : 0741-81175, Joypurhat : 0571-51342, Gobindagonj : 05423-75395, Birumpur :
05322-56393, Dinajpur: 0531-66350, Rangpur: 0521-62610, Saidpur : 05526-72748, Chowadanga : 0761-62902, Madaripur : 0661-
62647. Narayanganj : 7633675, Siddirgonj : 0167-0977473, Narsingdi : 01720-162636 , B-Baria : 0851-52589, Chandpur : 0841-63219,
Barisal : 0431-61279, Patuakhali : 0441-62000, Vhola : 0491-62558, Rajbari : 0641-66668, Magura : 0488-62622, Shatkhira: 0471-64624,
Also Available in our Authorized Dealers all over Bangladesh.

Corporate Office : Tropical Mollah Tower (6th Floor), 15/1-15/4 Progati Sarani, Middle Badda, Dhaka.

Phone : 8833801, 8833802, 8833803, E-mail : electra@sazawa.com

PRIME BANK INTRODUCES THE FIRST BUSINESS WORLD
MASTERCARD® IN BANGLADESH.

EXCLUSIVE WORLD PRIVILEGES INCLUDE:

* FREE Priority Pass Membership with ACCESS to B50+ Airport Lounges worldwide

e FREE ACCESS to Balaka VIP Lounge & Protocol Services at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
SPECIAL BENEFITS at 1,600+ MasterCard Business Lounges powered by REGUS

e 1,300+ exclusive GLOBAL OFFERS on Travel, Dining & Golf (visit www.worldcard.mastercard.com)
900+ PARTNERS IN BANGLADESH offering Discounts & Privileges on Travel, Dining & Shopping
COMPLIMENTARY ACCESS to Monarch Lounges of Prime Bank

For details, call +88 017 5555 6667 or +88 02 9553837
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