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People suffer in

pointless strike

Protesting conviction of killer bus driver,
transport workers go on indefinite strike,
cripple entire southwestern region

PANKAG KARMAKAR

Just because a killer bus driver was sentenced to life,
transport workers in 10 southern districts yesterday
brought road communications to a grinding halt going
on strike for an indefinite period.

The strike caused huge sufferings to people, includ-
ing passengers of trans-boundary buses, and stalled 3 -
goods transportation. Jamir Hossain

Around five lakh people travel by about 4,500 buses between the capital
and the 10 districts every day. Besides, about 3,000 trucks and covered vans
carry goods on these routes, according to transport operators.

Road transport workers claim they had enforced the strike to get a “just
trial”, but the government and road safety activists are terming it “illogical”,

Experts and passengers said transport workers often use such strike to
materialise their demands, holding common people hostage.

The strike was enforced in 10 districts under Khulna division from
6:00am yesterday to protest a court verdict that sentenced a bus driver to
life imprisonment in a case filed over the road accident that killed
acclaimed filmmaker Tareque Masud, media personality Mishuk Munier
and three others.

SEE EDITORIAL

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

People stuck at Benapole on arrival from India yesterday. An indefinite strike called by transport workers in 10 south-
western districts, over a bus driver being sentenced to life imprisonment, left them without transport to get to Dhaka.
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Autopsy shows
he died a painful

death, within
20 minutes
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The final segment of our
5-segment special sup-
plement series, titled

TOWARDS A
JUST AND
INCLUSIVE

SOCIETY

is out today.

Make sure you get your
copy of this supplement

free of charge

from your hawker.
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Industries, export
to feel the pinch

Businesses fear as gas gets costlier

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

were
good

The latest gas price hike would put further pressure on local

Babul, Mitu

not on
terms

Mitu's parents tell 10

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

industries and exporters already facing many internal and

Detectives yesterday talked to the family of
Mahmuda Khanam Mitu, slain wife of
former SP Babul Akther, in Dhaka in con-
nection with her murder in June last year,
After the four-hour questioning of the
family members, the investigation officer,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

The High Court yesterday questioned the legality of
the constitutional provisions that empower the
president to appoint Supreme Court and lower
court judges and also to control the appointment,
promotion and posting of and disciplinary mea-
sures against lower court judges.

In a ruling, the HC asked the government to

LOWER COURT JUDGES' APPOINTMENT, POSTING

HC rule on legality of
president's authority

explain in four weeks why the relevant
articles -- 95(2)(b), 98, 115, 116 and 116(A) -- of
the constitution should not be declared illegal and
unconstitutional.

Article 116 of the original charter of 1972 had
empowered the SC to decide on the posting, promo-
tion and leave of lower court judges. The top court
had also control over the magistrates' exercise of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

“There will be no E‘:-:tfemal challenges, say husir_iess leaders and_dlamb_ers. _
di : ith th Ihe 15 percent increase in gas bills for mdus?rra[ units
Iscussion wi 05€ and factories using gas-run generators comes at a time when
[transport workers] exports are hit by low demand on the global market amid
who went on strike uncertainties stemming from Brexit, they say.
keepina th | Moreover, cotton and yarn prices went up by 20 to 25
ping the peopie percent over the last two months. But the prices of apparel
hcstage." items, which account for more than 80 percent of
Bangladesh's overseas sales, have not increased.
ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS “Under these circumstances, the hike in gas price is like
msﬁﬂglmﬁz adding insult to injury,” said Fazlul Hoque, a leading gar-

TOLDTHEDALYSTAROVERPHONE ~  "entexporter.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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Looking for prime retail locations to open restaurants
In Dhaka and Chittagong

Please Contact-

Mr. Hasan Kabir
Mobile : 01708442335
E-mail ; hasankabir@rnrholdings.com

Mr. Sundeep Singh
Mobile:01730711574
E-mail : sundeep@rnrrestaurants.com
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authons to my stowy. Without them | downt think | would be the person
| aivtoelay . Wiy Eriendls are also authons to my stowy, without them

Abinta Kabir Foundation has been founded with the intention of completing her unfinished story.
Today, on her 20" birth anniversary, we present our Abinta with the gift of dreams fulfilled. B

| wouleln t have Lot bhom to be Fue to who | am..??

— bintar “Eobit

1997 - 2016

Abinta Kabir Foundation
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