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How we can manage our marine resources better

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

Eighth is the inadequate public
participation and stakeholder
inclusion. Ninth is the lack of
coordination and integration among
laws, agencies, and stakeholders.

[n the past ocean uses were limited
to navigation and fishing, as men-
tioned earlier. Hence conflict between
different uses of the ocean and coast
were few and far between. As a result
single-sector management approaches
gained wide acceptance as an effective

management tool for marine and ocean

What is the rallying
cry of the moment is
the need for

harmonising the
activities of all under a
common umbrella,
may be under the
Prime Ministers
Office; and sensitising
all the stakeholders,
especially in the
private sector and
community levels.

resource management. But with the
increase of multiple uses of these
resources, conflicts among different
uses of the ocean tend to arise and the
single-sector management approach
proves no longer effective. These days,
integrated coastal and ocean manage-
ment (ICOM) is being adopted to
manage not only coastal areas but EEZ
and large marine ecosystems as well.
Sustainable development is the ultimate
goal of coastal and ocean management.
China decided to initiate an integrated
coastal management system in the
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1990s. The experience of last two
decades’ coastal and ocean management
of China has proved its worth, benefiting
all stakeholders. Similarly, experience of
the Netherlands' integrated coast and
delta management has shown its value.
A country which was constantly fighting
against floods is now said to be living
with water and water is bringing the
wealth for the Netherlands. Hence,
Bangladesh may also think about going
towards an integrated approach. We have
inherent strengths, weaknesses, opportu-
nities and threats. For example our
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natural disasters etc.

Bangladesh is amongst the pioneer-
ing countries to talk about the sea,
marine resources and the concept of
Blue Economy. We are fortunate that
our honourable Prime Minister has
already given her vision on these; and
very appropriately termed the BoB as
our “third neighbour.” What is the
rallying cry of the moment is the need
for harmonising the activities of all
under a common umbrella, may be
under the Prime Minister's Office; and
sensitising all the stakeholders, espe-

strength lies in terms of diverse coastal
habitat, productive estuaries, existing and
potential fishing grounds etc. But weak-
nesses lie in interagency coordination,
monitoring mechanism,lack of knowl-
edge, technology and human resources
etc. Our opportunity lies in developing
bio-technology, bio-resources,
pharmaceuticals, mineral extraction,
aquaculture and deep sea fishing.
Nevertheless we must not lose sight of
emerging threats of sea-level rise, coastal
inundation, salinity intrusion, depletion
of fish resources, pollution, frequent

cially in the private sector and commu-
nity levels. Thereafter we need to go
towards proper planning, acquiring
appropriate knowledge and methods
for coordinated exploitation, explora-
tion and utilisation of marine
resources. Definitely a better tomorrow
awaits Bangladesh if we remain focused
on our direction of this journey. It will
definitely help us to materialise our
long cherished dream of becoming a
developed country by 2041.

The writer is a freelance contributor.
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Buy Refrigerator with Intelligent Inverter . . . =
Save Electricity Be Intelligent  ® 100% Copper Condenser @ More than 100 Models & Designs @ Walton Refrigerate |
S NANO Healthcare Technology is used in Walton Refrigerator ( IN !// E? TE? Al models are tested by:
® Nano Silver keeps interior of fridge fresh & healthy “~ Technology W/ NUSDAT-UTS £
® Prevents bad odor & keeps taste of food intact ® Save huge electricity ISO/IEC 17025 ( BAB Accredited) e

® Keeps food fresh for longer
® Averts harmful bacteria
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ISO 9001 : 2008, ISO 14001 : 2004 &
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® Increase compressor lifetime @ Reduce noise
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