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Siddiqui (et al, 2016) found that
majority of people of Patuakhali,
Lakshmipur and Sirajganj who were
displaced by river bank erosion and
coastal erosion have resettled
themselves by the side of the
embankments, and a section of them
have moved to different urban
locations. Health, hygiene, sanitation
conditions in both embankments as
well as in urban slums is extremely
poor. Young and adolescent girls and
children are particularly vulnerable
to different forms of harassment. In
all these areas government has
developed some resettlement sites
such as Ashrayon and Guecho Gram.
In the resettlement sites the living
arrangement is much better
compared to that of in the
embankment, as well as security
concerns are also less for the family
members. A major problem of these
resettlement sites is the residents’
access to work. This has led to
situations in which those resettled
had sold their allocated land and
moved to locations close to their
work.

[n September 2015 the Ministry of
Disaster Management framed a
national strategy on the management
of disaster and climate induced dis-
placement. The draft is a rights based
document and it tries to ensure pro-
tection of the displacees at all the
stages. It consists of four strategic
responses. These are prevention, prep-
aration, management and address.
Prevention is aimed at reducing dis-
placement by undertaking all kinds of
infrastructure development interven-
tions. There will be situations where
people will have to relocate them-
selves. Preparation informs people of
likelihood of relocation and steps
required for doing so. Management
entails the activities that governments
and civil society need to undertake to

help those on the move during dis-
placement. The last component refers
to durable solutions such as return,
local integration and resettlement of
those who have already moved. The
document was prepared under CDMP
IT of the Ministry of Disaster
Management. However, the govern-
ment is yet to implement it.

All the figures mentioned above
highlight the displacement aspect of
population movement due to envi-
ronmental and climate change
related hazards. But displacement is
only one form of population move-
ment. There are many other forms
of migration which will also be
influenced by climate change. Rural
to urban temporary labour migra-
tion is the most dominant among
them. Currently an origin area sur-
vey is underway under the Deltas,
Vulnerability and Climate Change:
Migration and Adaptation
(DECCMA) project, which is a five
country research consortium. This
research highlights the voluntary
labour migration scenario from fifty
climate hotspots of Bangladesh. It
listed 8,713 households in these
hotspots. Interestingly, 35 percent of
these households are labour migrant
households. This means that at least
one member of these households
had migrated for livelihood either
internally or internationally. Of
these 35 percent migrant house-
holds, almost two-thirds were inter-
nal migrants and one-third was
international migrant households. A
large segment of the household
expenditures of these migrant
households are gathered from the
remittances sent by their migrant
family members.

Siddiqui et al (2016) found that
those families have adapted better to
different stresses of climate change
which combined local level liveli-

hoods with livelihood migration of a
few members of the households.
Migration of household members
provided better income and financial
situation to migrants compared to
non-migrant households. They found
that economic status of 6.1 percent of
migrant households before migration
was sufficient. But after migration of a
few family members, it has increased
to 10 percent. Five percent of non-
migrant households belonged to the
"always sufficient” category. They
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yeople to stay put in
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yolicies should also
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those who would
choose to migrate.
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attempted to adapt locally. Their per-
centage share in the "always suffi-
cient” category has dropped to 2.5
percent. The number of persons in the
category of "just sufficient” has also
increased in case of migrant house-
holds. But it has decreased in case of
non-migrant households. The number
of households in “occasional” and
“chronic deficit” has reduced in case
of migrant households whereas it
increased in case of non-migrant
households. The study also found that
a section of households that are trying
to adapt only locally might have
trapped themselves into "occasional”
or “chronic poverty”. This means that

people of climate change affected
areas autonomously used livelihood
migration as one of the adaptation
tools.

Without going into the debate
how much of it is climate induced
and how much is due to other eco-
nomic, social or political factors, we
can still argue that these types of
voluntary livelihood migration flows
from the climate affected areas will
also have to be managed and gov-
erned, so that their rights to benefit
from the climate change adaptation
measures are enjoyed by them. The
problem here is that government,
civil society bodies and development
partners look at migration as failure
to local level adaptation. Therefore,
through National Adaptation
Programme of Action (NAPA),
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy
and Action Plan (BCCSAP) or sec-
toral policies like disaster manage-
ment, they attempt to reduce migra-
tion by creating local level adaptation
opportunities. They also look at
rural-urban migration as a problem
of urban management as they con-
front the reality of migrants creating
tremendous pressure on urban ame-
nities of Dhaka and Chittagong.
Some of the government documents
identify migrants as source of major
problems in the urban areas. Without
evidence, the common statements
made in policy documents equate
migrants with crime, drug trafficking
etc. However, many of these prob-
lems are not related to migration.
Rather they are related to the type of
urban growth policy that the govern-
ment pursues.

For ages, the government has been
developing two mega-cities: Dhaka
and Chittagong. There is no effort to
decentralise growth centres and create
spaces for service providers close to
the growth centres. Climate change
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funds can be invested in developing
growth centres close to climate change
affected areas. The same fund should
also be spent in increasing low cost
connectivity with decentralised growth
centres and urban peripheries where
the migrants can enjoy decent living
conditions instead of crowding the
cities.

In conclusion 1 would argue that
the time has come to integrate all
policies and strategies such as the
climate change policy, internal migra-
tion policy, urbanisation and decen-
tralisation policies, and develop a
comprehensive framework that
respects the inter-linkages of all the
above challenges. The strategy of
managing internal displacement is a
great initiative of the government. It
needs to be implemented with
urgency. A similar strategy is required
to manage livelihood migration in the
context of climate change. Adaptation
programmes in Bangladesh should
not set goals to prevent labour
migration as it hinders people's
choice of mobility. While respecting
the rights of affected people to stay
put in places of origin, policies
should also respect the desire of
those who would choose to migrate.
Such conceptualisation raises new
challenges. To ensure access of cli-
mate affected people to short term
international migration, new types
of interventions have to be designed
at the local level. This entails imple-
mentation of the 2011 National
Skills Development Policy, establish-
ment of international migration
processing government agencies,
including migration loan providing
banks, close to climate change
affected areas.

The writer is Professor of political science,
University of Dhaka and Founding
Chair, RMMRU

WWW.rupayangroup.com
A grand venture of RUPAYAN Group

ENJOY A
WONDERFUL

SIRESS FREE
SECURED LIFE

@ The first mega gated community in Uttara, Dhaka
@ More than 134 bighas of Land

@ Various Choices of Duplex, Penthouse, Apartment, Commercial spaces

@ Unbelievable 62% open spaces
@ Separate road for pedestrian

& Only 2.5 minutes away from prospective metro rail station

RURPAYAMN
CITY UTTARA

Be where the future is

@ Fastest progress of construction. Committed for on time Handover

Grub the oulstundmg opporiumly of iwmg in an international standard gated community

Commercial Spaces..

RUPAYAN

Housing Estate Ltd
RUPAYAN Centre
72, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212
E-mail: info@rupayangroup.com

"

Wide

Add a new dimension to your
viewing experience

Color Enhancer

Corporate Office & Rupayan City Uttara open at Friday

(+88) 01705 409444, 01705 409445
01705 409446, 01705 409447, 01705 409448

(+88 02) 9842526
(+88 02) 9862573

ULTFRAHD: =

electra

=31V

ENERGY

SAVING
ey

Cash Purchase & Easy Installment

electra

INTERNATIONAL

Website : www.electrabd.com [l facebook.com/electraint

62647. Narayanganj : 7633675, Siddirg

Phone :

9857569, Bijoysharani :

58151615, Rumpura
: 9008690, Panthapath- 9139258, Elephantroad : 9677338, Lalbagh :
9677259, Dholairpar : 7449322, Dholairpar (Discount Shop) : 7451913, Savar 7742146, Tangail : 0921-62240, Mymensing : 091- 61191,
Bhairab:02-9471322, Comilla: 081-64634, Sylhet: 0821-719260, Moulavi Bazar : 0861-63570, Chittagong -1: 031-626924 , Chittagong
-2 : 031-741201, Cox's Bazar : 0341-52016, Khulna -1 : 041-721557,
01844146145, Rajshahi-1: 0721-776186, Rajshahi-2 : 0721-771601, Nator : 0771-66552, Pabna : 0731-64875, Sirajganj : 01844-146135,
Bogra-1: 051-62533, Bogra-2 : 051-69586, Naogaon : 0741-81175, Joypurhat : 0571-51342, Gobindagonj : 05423-75395, Birumpur :
05322-56393, Dinajpur: 0531-66350, Rangpur: 0521-62610 , Saidpur : 05526-72748, Chowadanga : 0761-62902, Madaripur : 0661-
onj : 0167-0977473, Narsingdi : 01720-162636 , B-Baria : 0851-52589, Chandpur : 0841-63219,
Barisal : 0431-61279, Patuakhali : 0441-62000, Vhola : 0491-62558, Rajbari : 0641-66668, Magura : 0488-62622, Shatkhira : 0471-64624,
Also Available in our Authorized Dealers all over Bangladesh.

Corporate Office : Tropical Mollah Tower (6th Floor), 15/1-15/4 Progati Sarani,
8833801, 8833802, 8833803, E-mail :

Khulna -2 : 041-722858, Jhenaidah : 0451-61817 ,

Available at our following Show Rooms : 27, 60, 78, Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Dhaka, Phone : 9550207, 9563489,
9551767, Uttara : 8958692, 58952044 Mohakhali :
Mohammadpur : 01847-159898, Shamoli : 9127546, Mirpur-1

: 8314341, Shewrapara : 9101727,

Noapara :

Middle Badda, Dhaka.

electra@sazawa.com



