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Challenges for disaster risk reduction
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Gender Action Plan (GAP, 2013 based
on four pillars of BCCSAP/Ministry of
Environment and Forests/MoEF);
National Women's Advancement
Policy (2011, Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs/MoWCA); National

tives are vital for disaster risk reduction
and adaptation to changing environ-
ments.

Bangladesh is also a pioneer in
promoting gender and DRR agenda in
disaster within South Asia and has
received global recognition for gender

Child Policy (2011) and Children Act
(2013, MoWCA); National Education
Policy (2010, Ministry of Education);
National Agriculture Policy; Post 2015
development Agenda (2012, Ministry
of Planning) among others. Effective
applications of the policies and initia-

mainstreaming efforts in Disaster Risk
Reduction (the author received the
prestigious Mary Fran Myers Award,
2016 of Gender and Disaster Network
from the Colorado University (Boul-
der), USA). Since mid-nineties
researchers have been pointing out

that although gender, and recently
social inclusion were recognised as a
crosscutting issue, it was not integrated
into disaster risk management policies,
plans and decision-making processes,
including risk assessment, early warn-
ing, information management and
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education and training. It must be
mentioned here that Bangladesh has
been proactively responding to the
international policies on disaster risk
reduction since the development of the
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA,
2005-2015) to build a disaster resilient

community. However, implementation
process of HFA lack an inclusive focus,
especially gender dimension has been
overlooked. Following wide level
national and international consulta-
tions in the post 2015 agenda gender
and social inclusion issues have been
incorporated in the Sendai Framework
of Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR,
2015-2030). Implementation of listed
activities with appropriate budgetary
allocation proved to be crucial in mak-
ing them more than just a “paper-plan
syndrome”,

Another important agenda in the
contemporary disaster risk reduction
effort is involvement of the private
sector in disaster risk reduction. In
Bangladesh, the government is
expected to play the major role
when disaster strikes and must pro-
vide services almost without any
direct commercial return. Private
sectors have hardly been involved
explicitly in disaster mitigation or
risk reduction activities as part of
their corporate activities.
Traditionally the sectors' involve-
ment in DRR was of welfare-oriented
philanthropy or one-off charity. It
was never thought of as an invest-
ment. Role of private sectors in con-
text of common disasters such as
flood, cyclones and others systematic
knowledge has only been collected
in rare occasions and therefore, data
in this regard is not available. Out of
four pillars of SFDRR, two (“Invest-
ing in DRR" and “Build Back
Better”) are directly indicating for
investment and sufficient resources
for disaster preparedness and recov-
ery. It is relevant to mention that
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
been announced as one of the win-
ners of the environmental accolade
“Champion of the Earth” in Policy
Leadership category of the United
Nations (2015), in recognition of
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Bangladesh's initiatives to address
climate change. One of the main
reasons for achieving the award, as
narrated by UNEP in a release is,
“Sheikh Hasina has proven that
investing in climate change is condu-
cive to achieving social and eco-
nomic development.” Disaster risk
reduction efforts are also to be con-
nected with such successful initia-
tives.

Prior to the Sendai framework the
government introduced several policies

[t must be mentioned
here that Bangladesh
has been proactively
responding to the
international policies
on disaster risk
reduction since the
development of the
Hyogo Framework for
Action (HFA, 2005-
2015) to build a
disaster resilient
community.

instruments to facilitate the private
sector engagement to establish a well-
encompassing disaster management
framework. The National Disaster
Management Plan provides strong
emphasis on equitable and sustainable
participation of all stakeholders
including the private sector. As the
capacity to deal with earthquake and
human-made urban disasters is yet to
reach a satisfactory level, the
implementation of disaster
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