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Because of repeated shocks and emerging
vulnerabilities, the achievements and
outcomes of such initiatives are often
limited. In extreme cases, some may turn
into maladaptation by increasing further
risks and vulnerability.

People are then forced to migrate to
cities, where they live in sub-human
conditions in slums and socially vulner-
able areas. Their lives are dominated by
the paradigm of competition over lim-
ited resources for their living. The lives
and livelihoods of the slum dwellers are
again affected by flood, water logging,
heat stress, cold wave and many social
and political shocks in Bangladesh. The
need to break this vicious cycle is cru-
cial.

Therefore, it is strongly suggested that
addressing root causes of discrimina-

Over 400 projects of
varying sizes are being
implemented by the
government depart-
ments, development
agencies and communi-
ties to address climate
change in the areas of
adaptation, mitigation
and disaster risk reduc-
tion in different climate
affected zones.

tion, deprivation and inequity, (which
mainly lie in the society, culture and
institutions) may build capacity of the
poor and vulnerable community. This
would enhance adaptation and build
resilience of the community to address
climate change in Bangladesh as well as
in the developing world. This may also

reduce displacement potential.
Resilient development through
adaptation and mitigation

The government, people and other actors
in Bangladesh are aware of the risk and
vulnerability due to climate change
which are affecting all the development
and livelihood efforts in the country.
People are coping with the adversity of
climate change and taking measure for
adaptation in agriculture, water, health,
infrastructure, economy and their liveli-
hood with limited resources, using their
accumulated and increasing experiential
knowledge. The government, NGOs and
development agencies are supporting
community adaptation and sectoral
adaptation as well as disaster risk reduc-
tion activities. The government has pre-
pared NAPA and BCCSAP, created cli-
mate change trust and climate change
resilient funds, developed the climate
change Fiscal Framework and initiated
the Inclusive Budgeting and Financing
for Climate Resilient Project.

Over 400 projects of varying sizes are
being implemented by the government
departments, development agencies and
communities to address climate change
in the areas of adaptation, mitigation
and disaster risk reduction in different
climate affected zones. These are inade-
quate compared to the greater risks,
vulnerability and adaptation needs of the
community and sectoral development.
But the adaptation and disaster responses
are giving the basis for resilient building
and sustainable development for local
communities and regeneration of ecosys-
tems. It has to be noted that the poor
and vulnerable communities are using
their initiatives, indigenous knowledge
and social networks to confront many of
the climate change impacts.
Integration of Paris Agreement
outcome and SDG 13
Paris Climate Agreement (2015) has
provided a good basis for climate
actions by all member states of the
United Nations. The Paris Climate

Conference and its universal outcome
have saved the multilateral negotiation
and decision process. This offers a
framework, principles and a decision
process. The conference has agreed on
five-year pledge cycles for mitigation,
adaptation, technology and finance. A
new mechanism for mitigation called
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Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) was agreed in Paris although it
was widely criticised as a non-binding
treaty. Paris has also agreed to create a
fund of USD 100 billion per year from
2020 for adaptation (at least 50 per-
cent) and mitigation although it is felt
inadequate compared to the huge need
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for adaptation. The government of
Bangladesh has prepared a road map
for implementation of NDC which has
been already submitted in the COP 22,
held in Marrakech in December 2016.

The commitments of the Paris
Agreement could be achieved through
immediate and urgent actions in: i)
integration of adaptation in national
economic, social and sectoral develop-
ment policies and strategies including
in the Five Year and Annual
Development Plans; ii) development
and implementation of long term miti-
gation strategy; iii) allocation of
finance; and iv) monitoring and mea-
suring the outcomes climate actions.

The SDGs formulation process has
rightly included Goal 13 for taking
urgent climate action, which will again
influence positive outcomes for all the
key goals.

Conclusions and recommendation
Let us remember that climate change is
a reality. 2016 has been the warmest
year in 250 thousand years. The decade
2005-2015 has been the warmest
decade on record. Little changes in
global temperature can initiate pro-
cesses having increasing impacts on
precipitation shift, changes in wind
velocities resulting in extreme weather
or climatic events. It is not necessarily
the average value but often the extremes
that have the highest impact on society
and the ecosystem.

The first objective to manage climate
change was to mitigate or reduce green-
house gases rapidly. The major indus-
trialised countries have failed to do
that. Hence the impacts are high and
require massive adaptation actions.

Climate change induced impacts
generate extreme events resulting in
huge adaptation needs. When society,
groups or individuals are incapable of
adapting, the load of loss and damages
increases. This is being investigated and
included in the Paris Agreement.
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