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their skulls and ate up their brains and
imagination? Robot apartments!
Invisible suburbs! Skeleton treasures!
Blind capitals! Demonic industries!
Spectral nations! Invincible mad-
houses!” Ginsberg's modern metropolis
was hardly a wasteland, but rather an
epic battlefield where the social, cul-
tural, and economic forces of moder-
nity engaged in a perpetual struggle.
Take a stroll around Farmgate or
Gulistan and hear Ginsberg's Howl!

The capital city works like an urban
maze that provokes some observers to
dismiss the city as an irredeemable
wasteland and some as a resilient urban
zone that could be transformed into a
liveable metropolis by a happy mar-
riage of political goodwill and sustain-
able planning. Fortunately, there is also
somewhat of a “middle path” in the
vein of the Dutch architect and urban
theorist Rem Koolhaas, who found in
the Nigerian city of Lagos "a protean
organism that creatively defies constric-
tive Western ideas of urban order.”
Koolhaas found in the urbanism of
developing economies not the predict-
able western fear of a forthcoming
apocalypse, but a realistic image of
what to expect in the megacities of the
future. Koolhaas is perhaps not off
base. By 2050, three-quarters of the
world's population will live in urban
areas and most future megacities will
be located in developing countries.
Many urban theorists now believe that
the great urban experiments that were
undertaken in the western metropolises
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries
have shifted to the developing world,
particularly Asia.

Dhaka's urban growth in the past
forty years or so validates this observa-
tion. Bangladesh's urban population
was only 8 percent at independence,
meaning that the country was still an
agrarian delta punctuated by a few
cities, most prominently Dhaka and at
a distant second, Chittagong. Dhaka's

population grew at more than 6 percent
per year in the 1970s and at nearly 10
percent in the early 1980s. By the early
1990s, the capital's population was
more than 6 million. Today, Dhaka's
population, nearing 18 million accord-
ing to some estimates, competes with
those of other megacities of the world,
such as, New York, Mexico City, Sao
Paulo, Karachi, and Mumbai, The
migration of impoverished rural popu-
lation to the city in search of a better
life has been the mainstay of this popu-
lation boom.

A varied combination of push and
pull factors brings over half a million
people from the villages to Dhaka city
every year, This population surge results
in a liquid-like filling of all "available”
spaces in the city. The poor rural
migrants often find refuge in what the
journalist Doug Saunders called “arrival
city,” the urban fringe, sustained by the
everyday entrepreneurship of the
underclass. There have been other cru-
cial factors for the city's growth.
Territorial expansion, natural growth,
concentration of key educational insti-
tutions and health care facilities, both
formal and informal sector job oppor-
tunities, industrialisation, and manu-
facturing, particularly readymade gar-
ments, have made Dhaka into a pri-
mate city. Contributing nearly 40 per-
cent of the national GDP, Dhaka is
disproportionately larger than other
cities in the country. Besides, in the
popular perception, the capital is where
one needs to be to pursue big dreams.
Dhaka is what London was to England
in the late 19th century or New York to
America in the early 20th century.

The urbanistic implications of
Dhaka's population growth have been
manifold. The first and foremost effect
has been an unsustainable demand on
urban land, leading to a staggering
population density and sending urban
land value to an economic stratosphere.
The pressure on land rapidly altered the
city's traditional urban fabric, particu-

larly low-rise residential areas. Consider
Dhanmeondi, a gridiron patterned low-
density residential neighbourhood
planned during the East Pakistan era.
Back then, generously sized and ser-
viced plots contained mostly 2 or 3
storied buildings. They occupied about
50 percent of the plot and left the
remaining area as green front and back-
yard. The overall impression was that of
an urban pastoral. Even until the early
1980s, Dhanmondi was a quiet, self-
sufficient residential neighbourhood
with independent homes, a few corner
shops catering to the locals, and a lake
that wrapped the area with a feeling of
ecological bliss. But from the late 1980s
the pressure of urbanisation catalysed
the replacement of Dhanmondi's low-
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rise single-family houses with rent-
worthy multi-storied apartment build-
ings and profitable commercial struc-
tures. The area's urban character
changed from residential to semi-
commercial.

The demand on urban land also gave
rise to a senseless culture of land-
srabbing, wetland-filling, and river
encroachment that increased Dhaka's
ecological risks manifold. The land-
water hydrological character that in the
early 17th century inspired Islam Khan
Chishti (the grandson of Emperor
Akbar's spiritual mentor Sheikh Selim
Chishti) to come to Dhaka has all but
disappeared. For the Mughals, Dhaka's
hydro-geography promised both a
strategic stronghold to protect the
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south-eastern frontier of the empire
and many commercial advantages by
virtue of the city's easy accessibility, In
modern times, Dhaka needed to retain
its land-water geography for its ecologi-
cal survival. But a soaring land price
made legal and illegal occupation of
wetlands, river banks, or government
lands a profitable business. Many polit-
ical honchos and people with eco-
nomic muscle occupy lands with a
sense of entitlement and impunity:.
Although a civil society-initiated
culture of environmental activism
began to take shape from the early
1990s, Dhaka continues to face a steep
environmental battle. Frenzied gentrifi-
cation, exacerbated by the epidemic of
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four major areas -

Enabling Bangladesh through
Quality and Technology

Advanced Chemical Industries Limited (ACI) is one of the
leading conglomerates in Bangladesh. ACI started its
mission with a unique vision - to improve the quality of
life of the people of Bangladesh through responsible
application of knowledge, skills and technology. ACI is
committed to the pursuit of excellence through world-
class products, innovative processes and empowered
employees to provide the highest level of satisfaction to

ACI has successfully infused ethical work culture,
professionalism, modern work concepts and management
style in all its business operations. As a result, ACI has
become one of the most successful organisations in
Bangladesh. The company has diversified its businesses in

® Pharmaceuticals ® Consumer Brands
® Agribusiness

® Retail Chain

ACI has a number of Joint Venture companies in
Bangladesh to name a few, Tetley Tea of UK; Dabur,
Dubai and Godrej Agrovet Ltd. of India. ACI has 13
Subsidiaries including ACI Pure Flour, ACI Foods, ACI
Salt, ACI Formulations, etc.

ACI has been accepted as a Founding Member of the
Community of Global Growth Companies by the World
Economic Forum which is the most prestigious business
networking organisation.

ACI
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ADVANCING
POSSIBILITIES

www.aci-bd.com




