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Amir Hossain Amu, industries minister, attends the launch of Microtrade Food and Beverage Ltd, a subsidiary of
Microtrade ICX Company, at Guishan Club in Dhaka on February 15. S Md Jashimuddin Chisty, managing director

of the new company, was also present.

Indian gold prices flip to discount
for first time in 7 weeks

REUTERS, Mumbai/Bengaluru

Gold started trading at a discount to
official prices in India on Friday for
the first time in seven weeks, and
buyers elsewhere in Asia held back
purchases, waiting for rallying bul-
lion prices to ease.

Gold crept higher on Friday as
investors opted for its relative safety
given uncertainty about U.S. and
European politics and the direction of
stock markets.

Gold, on track for a third week of
gains, hasrisen about 7.5 percentin 2017.

"The physical side has been very
weak still, as people are hesitant in
buying at these levels,” said Ronald

Leung, chief dealer at Lee Cheong
Gold Dealers in Hong Kong.,

"We are seeing only those who are
buying for investment purposes since
Donald Trump came in January. (The)
rest of them aren't buying and (are)
waiting for prices to come down."

Dealers in India, the world's sec-
ond-largest gold consumer, were
offering a discount of up to $1 an
ounce this week from official domes-

based dealerwith a private bank.

Gold was trading around 29,400
rupees per 10 grams on Friday, after
falling to 26,862 rupees in December,
the lowest level since Feb. 2, 2016.

Gold demand in India will be
muted this year after dropping to
multi-year lows in 2016, as the gov-
ernment pushes to make the market
more transparent and brings in a
new tax, the World Gold Council

IMF says its view on Greek
bailout deal unchanged

REUTERS, Washington/Berlin

The International Monetary Fund
declined to comment on a media report
on Friday that it was likely to contribute
up to 5 billion euros ($5.3 billion) to a
third bailout package for Greece, saying
its views on the deal had not shifted.

The German magazine Der Spiegel
said in an unsourced report that European
lenders were now expecting the IMF to
contribute a sum of this size after first
having hoped for 16 billion euros.

"We will not comment on specula-
tion. The Fund's position is well
known and hasn't changed," an IMF
spokesman in Washington said.

It remains unclear whether the
Fund will be involved in the program,
and this is likely to be one of the main
talking points when German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and IMF
Managing Director Christine Lagarde
meet next Wednesday.

Germany's government, gearing up
for what is forecast to be a close-run
national election in September,
opposes debt relief for Greece as
demanded by the IME Still, Berlin says

the current program can only continue
if the Fund joinsin.,

A finance ministry spokeswoman
on Friday reiterated the government's
position that Berlin considers it essen-
tial that the IMF participate in Greece's
third aid-for-reforms package.

The Fund has insisted on debt relief
and precautionary fiscal measures to
ensure that Athens can meet its fiscal
targets before it will consider partici-
pating in the bailout.

Without new policies, the IMF
believes Greece can only meet a pri-
mary fiscal surplus target of 1.5 pct of
gross domestic product by 2018.

The Spiegel report said the IMF had
now adopted the view of European
lenders that Greece should post a
primary budget surplus of 3.5 percent
in order to get fresh aid.

In Athens, Labour Minister Effie
Achtsioglou said Greece could not cut
pensions any further as demanded by
the IME drawing a line in the sand days
before euro zone finance ministers
assess Greece's progress in fulfilling
the conditions of its bailout.

The review has been beset by delays

and disputes between Greece and its
European Union and IMF creditors. As
disagreement has arisen over Greece's
fiscal targets and reforms prescribed
under its bailout program, fears have
grown that Europe could face a new
financial crisis.

Greece's slow progress in carrying
out reforms has been overshadowed by
the rift between Germany and the IMF
over the size of projected fiscal sur-
pluses in and after 2018, when the
third bailout, worth up to 86 billion
euros, 1s due to end.

The IMF insists that Athens cannot
meet the EU's target for a primary sur-
plus of 3.5 percent of economic output
in 2018 unless it adopts more austerity.

But rather than more Greek belt-
tightening, the IMF says it wants the
primary surplus target cut to 1.5 per-
cent of GDP and wants significant debt
relief for Athens.

Euro zone officials said last week
that the lenders would ask Greece to
broaden the tax base and cut pensions
again, in measures which together
would be worth 3.6 billion euros or 2
percentof GDP,
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tic prices, compared to a premium of
$3 last week. The domestic price
includes a 10 percent import tax.

"The market is losing momentum
due to the price rise. Prices need to come
down below 28,500 rupees (per ounce)
to boost demand,” said a Mumbai-

(WGC) said.

three weeks,”

"Demand has been falling after
remaining robust for the past two-

Rathod, a director at MNC Bullion, a
wholesaler based
southern India.
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jobs in US
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Accenture Plc said on
Friday it would create
15,000 "highly skilled"
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Trevor MacDonald, general manager for Four Points by Sheraton Dhaka, speaks at a press meet organised at the

hotel's new tower at Guishan 2 in Dhaka. Four Points unveiled the tower on February 16.

new jobs in the United
States, as IT services
firms brace for a more
protectionist US technol-
ogy visa program under
President Donald
Trump.

The company, which
is domiciled in Dublin,
Ireland, said the new
jobs would increase the
company's LIS workforce

by 30 percent to more as its media agency.
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Robi's Managing Director Mahtab Uddin Ahmed and Havas Media Bangladesh's
Chairman Faridur Reza Sagar exchange the signed documents of a deal at a
programme at the Westin Dhaka hotel yesterday. Havas will serve the mobile operator

than 65,000 by the end
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3\ Bangladesh Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (BCSIR)

w Invitation for Tender-OTM
(International Competition)

1. Ministry/Division Ministry of Science and Technology.
: Agency Bangladesh Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (BCSIR).
% Procuring entity name Chairman, Bangladesh Council of Scientific & Industrial

Research (BCSIR), Dr. Qudrat-l-Khuda Road,
Dhaka-1205, Bangladesh.

Dhanmondi,

4, Procuring entity disirict

Dhaka.

9. Invitation for supplying, installation and
commissioning of scientific equipments

Name of the supplied equipments: (1) Sheet Former (Manual
Type), (2) Real-Time PCR, (3) High Performance Liquid
Chromatography, (4) Wavelength  Dispersive  X-Ray
Fluorescence (WD-XRF), (3) Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass
Spectrometer (ICP-MS), (6) Gas Chromatograph-Mass
Spectrometer (GC-MS), (7) Genetic Analyzer (08 Capillary) and
Next Generation Sequencer, (8) Afomic Absorption
Spectrophotometer -- AAS (Flame & Graphite Furnace), (9) 400
MHz FT-NMR Spectrometer, (10) Photoluminescence & (11)
BET Surface Analyzer (Details will be found in the tender

document).
6. Invitation Ref. No. 39.324.007.01.00.094.2017
T. Date 16.02.2017
KEY INFORMATION

8. Procuring method

Open Tendering Method (International Competition).

9. Budget and source of fund GoB.

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

10. | Tender last selling date 04.04.2017 during office hour.
11. | Tender closing date & time 05.04.2017 at 1:00pm.

12. Tender opening date and time 05.04.2017 at 3:00pm.

13. Name & address of the office(s)
Selling tender document

i) Cashier, BCSIR, Secretariat Building (3rd Floor), Dr. Qudrat-I-
Khuda Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.
i) Director, BCSIR
Dhaka/IFST/IFRDAGCRT/PP&PDC.

iy Officer-in-Charge, Leather Research Institute, Nayarhat,
Savar, Dhaka.

Laboratories,

14, Name & address of the office(s)
Receiving tender document

i) Office of the Secretary, Secretariat Building (4th Floor), BCSIR,
Dr. Qudrat-l-Khuda Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.
ii} Office of the Divisional Commissioner, Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

18. Name & address of the office(s)

Office of the Secretary, Secretariat Building (4th Floor), BCSIR,

Opening tender document Dr. Qudrat-l-Khuda Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.
INFORMATION ON AWARD
16. Ministry/Division Ministry of Science and Technology.
17. Eligibility of tenderer As per tender document.

18. Brief description of goods

As per attached specification in the tender document.

19 Brief description of related services

20 Price of tender document

Tk 2,000.00 {two thousand) (non-refundable),

L Evaluation will be done "ltem by ltem" basis.

22 Description of goods Tender security (Tk) Completion time in
months/days
Scientific Equipment (As per attached | The amount of tender security | 90 (ninety) days from the date
specification in the tender document) shall be at least 2.0% (two | of contract signing

percent) of the total value
quoted of the tenderer in
favour of Secretary, BCSIR by
a tender security

PROCUREMENT ENTITY DETAILS

23. | Name of official inviting tender

Md. Khalilur Rahman.

24, Designation of official inviting tender

Secrefary, BCSIR, Dhaka.

29, Contact details of official invifing tender

Secretary, Secretariat Building (4th Floor), BCSIR, Dr. Qudrat-I-
Khuda Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205, Tel: 58610717

26, The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason

whatsoever.

GD-383

Md. Khalilur Rahman
Secretfa
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