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February 14th (or the Single Awareness
Day as we like to call it) is approaching
real fast, the dating scene makes most of
us shudder with horror to see the
abundance of jerks all around us. No
matter how much we wanted this bizarre
species to stay miles away from us, they
never do. You keep wondering whether all
normal dateable male species who have
the decency to call you back after dates
have died off the face of this earth and
keep doubting yourself. But it's not you,
it's them. So this will be a short guide to
help you through the painful process of
fending off the jerks and finding your
(seemingly non-existent) one true love. If
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“They've breached through,” my uncle's terrified voice
echoed in my ears. I looked to my right with the faint
hope of seeing the shoulders of another fellow comrade.

you're a jerk magnet or suffering from Jerk
Attraction Disorder (JAD), like yours truly,
you may find this guide helpful.

The first step is obviously to trust your
guts and in case you do realize you're
interacting with a jerk, ignore their
existence. This doesn't always come in
handy since these people have a special
sensory detector to find new people to
make them feel inferior. But if you
continue to act like you're not
acknowledging the fact that they breathe
the same air as you, that might discourage
the pursuer, which doesn't happen quiet a
lot, to be honest.

If you have a bad feeling after you meet
them for the first time, steer clear of them.
No matter what people say, first

impression always matters the most. If he
looks like a jerk and talks like a jerk, then
he probably is one. And yes, that includes
wearing shades at a restaurant while
having dinner, a traumatic experience one
of my friends had to go through a few
years back which she'd rather not
remember.

If he keeps bragging about what he has
achieved and keeps cracking overused old
jokes, that means he's self obsessed and
needs a cheerleader to feed his ego by
draining out all your positive energy. If he
can't pay attention to what you are saying
and can't reference things you told him in
past conversations, but expects you
remember every tiny details of his
insignificant life, self-centered losers don't
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deserve your attention. These people have
a tendency to make you feel less beautiful,
smart, and amazing than you already are.
All you can do in these cases is blocking
them out of your life, possibly for good.

If he passes through all the
aforementioned stages and still doesn't
give you the creeps, then congratulations
to you on finding a person who's gonna
make dealing with all the previous dating
crap worth it to find someone.

Aateeya Saabeen, scarily resembling Koala
Bear in looks and in sleeping patterns and a
dedicated Beatlemaniac, who believes her
Hogwarts letter got lost in the mail because
they misspelled her name. Leave her a message
on www.facebook.com/aateeya.saabeen

a laughably low demand which is booed all across the
defence line. When their words of deceit fail to deter
anyone they resort to trickery by dangling a false bag of
money filled with spare change. This complex financial
standoff continues till some of the elders lose patience

The sight of my cousin being slowly dragged inside enemy
territory gave me a clear indication of how slim my odds
were. But even if I'm outnumbered, even if my chances are
bleak, giving up isn't an option for me. Because it's my
sister's wedding and I'll hold the door or die trying.

The fact that the scenario above isn't really that
farfetched from reality gives you an indication of how
surreal Bangladeshi weddings can be. The age old Bengali
traditions of hospitality and goodwill go straight out the
door when it's time to guard that sacred door to a
wedding altar. We still carry out this tradition of holding
the gate against the rampaging groom's family and
friends, diligently.

The premise is simple. If you're on the bride's side,
then it 1s your sole duty to bring out your inner Donald
Trump and build a wall that can only be brought down
with a sweet deal. The bride is a part of your beloved
family and there is no way you're going to let some
Chatgaiian, or wherever the groom is from, just take her
away. You are going to put up an opposition that'll put
the French resistance to shame. You are the Gandalf Grey
to their Balrog Demon, The Hodor to their army of White
Walkers. And the only way the groom's side shall be
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allowed to pass through is if they manage to strike a deal
that'll please the pockets of every kid involved in this rite
of passage.

This whole operation begins to get tricky as soon as the
cunning warriors from the groom's side step into the
arena. This role is usually taken by the groom's friends or
cousins with such previous experience. These seasoned
warriors are agile and articulate. Their only purpose is to
laugh away the demands from the bride's side for being
preposterous. They soon try to resolve the argument with

and tell the younger ones to hurry things up a bit.

Ludicrous, flamboyant and over the top; the beloved
tradition of gate holding epitomizes what Bangladeshi
weddings are all about. The fact that we take the
negotiation for an entrance fee to this melodramatic level,
even though this hard earned money is forgotten all about
after the transaction, is a reminder of the fact that
Bangladeshi weddings are not just about the wedlock but
about the spirit of celebration and the bonding between
families. There are reasons why someone might find this
wedding tradition juvenile, but that's exactly what it aims
to be. Because this is exactly what our confined urban
lives lack, because in the end, these seemingly
meaningless traditions are what make Bangladeshi
weddings so dear to our heart.

That and the kacchi too, of course.
Can't forget the kacchi, now.

Nuren Iftekhar is your local stray cat in disguise; he interacts
with people for food and hates bright light. He got Hufflepuff 3
times straight in Pottermore so no walking around that one.
Send him obscure memes at n.iftekhar18 @gmail.com



