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International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) - The world business ization was founded in

The United Nations (UN) General ﬂsﬁemh]ﬁmhas granted Observer Status to ICC at its 71st
Session on 13 November held in New York. The new role for ICC means that business will, for

Fﬂkyhsu&,hmmﬁmﬁmuftadclw&mh&legﬂmfom&updaﬂghmhmwi&zme
CC rules & standards for cross border business transactions.
ICC

Dhaka.

Romi Ganchan Thakali
Minister
Commerce Government of Nepal

The Asia Pacific region hdhmhgmgmp%.mmﬂcstamsmdmdalwﬂl—bﬁn&'ﬂﬂs is also
endowed with immense natural resources. nfﬂmLDEshﬂxregimmﬁungwﬂ]midab]e
chaﬂﬂﬁnfrmmy,mﬂnplaymmt,nmlnm" illiteracy and low human Hence, our
efforts begﬁmdtmmdslibmﬁngﬂurpm::nrlgupkﬁmn&mpmm? jon is also

ing a wide range of interrelated challenges, as terrorism, crimes, and
mg ing, climate change, food insecurity and so on. Therefore, we need to consolidate our strengths

for capitalizi ities of trade, tourism, hydro-power, agriculture, mineral and marine

arecritical for ing trade and investment in the South Asian region. We need to strengthen our partnership
for the Eﬂ'acthmu?htﬁnnﬂm of SDGs and help eradicate poverty from the region at the earliest.

continues to be an active member of the initiative for sustainable and is
commite 10 adleve SDG by 13, SDCishave b wel lged o the Foureeth eiodic P of
country, and the Government of Nepal is determined to achieve the set goals by the stipulated time frame.

I am confident that this publication puts forward comprehensive and insightful views from political as well as

)

Regional Cooperation towards Achieving Sustainable Development

successful  implementation
and tracking progress. Taking

of the sub-regions of the Asia
Pacific, it is important to

regional perspectives are

integration in the Asia-Pacific
Region. Interregional trade
and economic relations are
supporting the emergence of
the region as the fulcrum of
the emerging international
trade  scenario. Yy
countries are negotiating
major trade agreements, and
intraregional foreign direct
investment is also expanding
in importance. However, the
majority of regional
cooperation and integration
initiatives that have taken
place are aimed at market

regional cooperation on trade
can provide benefits, such as
technology and information
transfer and investments in

1 W| St st dioninn et green technologies, itcana:lig
ing | - . < impose  risks to
Wmmwmwﬁwmmmm A S
terms of road and railway networks, air-links, ports and inland waterways, as well as communication networks environment, such as exising
resource  extraction and

greater movement of goods
and services.

Regional integration should,
therefore, address promoting

m&#ﬂﬁiﬂ Prospects of  Regional development” For example,
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Cooperation and Integration trade integration could
The world business organization Concerns have been raised establish ~ mechanisms to
about how the 2030 Agenda WI;UTE resuun:g
Mahbubur Rahman will be implemented and Ploc: vity 725
President monitored at the country and sus!:mnabﬂit}r e the
ICC Bangladesh AR O e entire production and supply
hibf'. howt, Chain and allow freer
fadlas E:l]:e wunﬂg& to movement of labour to help
Message otional contents for thely educe inequalities between

countries. This megatrend
interrelates with all the

1919 by a few visionary business leaders of Europe immediately after the First World War; havi : Sustainable =~ Development
its HQrs. in Paris, ICC has been promoting Free Market Econorny, formulating various rules the lack of undertaking .01 3ng will dramatically
guidelines for cross border trade and investment. ICCS 6.5 million member companies in over | regional approach  in  pope6i fom regional
130 countries have interests spanning in every sector of private enterprise. implementing MDGs in some . . gration in approaching

the set targets.

the first time, have direct voice in the UN The decision paves the way for ICC to | undertake a  regional Bangladesh: A Development
contribute directly to the work of the General Assembly and reflects the vital role the private | approach for implementing Surprise
sector will play in implementing the UN's 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. SDGs. Moreover, regional

National Committee of ICC, established in 1994, is comprised of major Chambersof | monitoring and  review Dbangladesh has been the Star
Commerce & Industry, Business Associations, Stock Banks, Non-banking Financial | mechanisms is necessary to  Ferformer in achieving most
Institutions, Insurance Companies, Trans-national companies, Law Firms and large Corporate | follow-up the progress of ©f  the Millennium
Houses having significant interest in international trade. implementing SDGs. A dose Development Goals
The activities of ICC Bangladesh include promotion of foreign trade and investment, trade review of SDGs ‘means of (MDGs), out of the eight
policy reforms, business dialogues, seminars & both at home and abroad onrelated |  jmplementation’ reveals that goals  Bangladesh  has

achieved four. Analysts agree

S : : ious opical covered in the areas of that Bangladesh has migﬁ
: howting inietoaional potticzennes iy sk o v issued. | poverty, food security MAjor progress in the
It has so mpmmdﬁ\resud:mtermﬂmul evmts. N | | mﬂ*asrgumlre, im:lusivig, fullunring i:ieas such as
At the of UNESCAP, we are organizing the Asia Pacific Business Forum in Dhaka. In | oceans, seas and marine reducing headcount poverty
view of '%'IE 2030 UN Agenda mLSDGs, we have chosen the theme as regional Integration to resources and  science, and the poverty gap ratio
Thcﬁc]uwe ustmmkaﬁﬂOPm:}l;a] il - — technology and innovation (more than 45 PEI]; cemug the
Sustainable D L boals based on the outcome of the eight anti-poverty | (UN, 2015). However, there ~€Xtreme poor have Dbeen
e of Millennium mﬂmﬂmhmm&menwwﬂ%agmw e “alks Tareas in ~ehich Eru]lefi out of th; poverty
worldwide, has been uneven across regions and countries, leaving significant gaps. :E:E“?II P““ﬂ?ﬂ“&;ﬁ are not mﬁ:)urishmmt :;EEHEE
Millions of arebmgieftbehmd,espwaﬂfthepmmtmdthuse because : ' i number of underweight
of their sex, age, disability, ethnicity or ws@ ﬁﬁshmwaﬂtarglhm&ﬂm Sxoe growth ﬂﬂld chfldean wader five years of
most Bangladesh is a star in relation to the MDGs, employment, sustainable ; LEn ;
As tis well known that eradicating poverty in ll s forms and dimensions, including extreme |  Production and consumption  38¢; attaining gender parity
, is the global and an indispensable requirement for sustainable | patterns  and  global T PTIRATY Z0C SECOUCATY
¢ Al cortries snd all skeholden acting in collaborative partnership, will | partnership (UN, 2015). education in both rural and
implement this plan. Achieving such ambitious goals may sound very d]ﬂ.ﬁengmg, but not | Hence actionable regional urban areas; increasing the
impossible. agenda could be developed by net enmhnept ratio at the
Iwmmmmmmmm1FMEmwmm the UNESCAP. level of primary schools;
hlﬂnmleadmeaﬂ'the&mnhmnemdabrmdwﬂlmmmthﬂhm? map for lowering infant mortality
achieving SDGs in the Asia Pacific Region through Public-Private ip.ltisalsoanexpression | The past decade has rates and the maternal
of commitment to work hand-in-hand with the Government fo overcome all challenges. witnesse.d incre.asad mortality ratio; increasing
We welcome our delegates from abroad to Bangladesh and wish them a pleasant stay in | ©cODOMIC regional the percentage of one-year

old children immunized
against measles and polio,
reducing  deaths from
malaria and tuberculosis and
in the provision of improved
drinking water. Taking the
lessons of MDGs and thereby
devising specific Goals,
would be better approach to
achieve different targets of
SDGs.

While many developing
countries may face the
challenge of mainstreaming
the SDG framework in

integration, trade Dational :E'levelnpment plans

: Message liberaization and financial ~ and Pnhdes.;ld Bﬂf;gladfsh

I am pleased to note that ICC Bangladesh is brlnﬁ;gg out a Special Publication on the occasion of Asia | cooperation, leaving behind ~ fOWever wo ce less
Pm:iﬁE Business Forum meeting % of regional integration to achieve Sustainable the political, environmental challenge because of its better
Development Goals (SDGs) in Asia Pacific and socio-cultural aspects of preparedness in the course of
cooperation. While enhanced formulating  long  term

policies including Seventh
Five Year Plan and various
sectoral policies and
measures. However, out of the
17 SDGs, eight goals are
better integrated into the
national
prioritization processes.

Implementation of SDGs
would not be easy for
Bangladesh. According to
experts financing will be a

Its role, especially when
motivated by long-term
sustainability interests, lies in
core operations and the wide
impact of business, and
relates directly to UN values,
poverty eradication and the
spectrum of issue areas
covered by the proposed
SDGs. This dynamic role as a
driver of  sustainable
economic growth brings with
it opportunities in wvalue
creation as well as important
responsibilities for business as
a driver of sustainable

economic growth.

Conclusion

Turning SDGs into reality is
primarily the responsibility of
countries, but it will also
require new partnerships and
international solidarity.
Everyone has a stake and
everyone need to make its
own contribution. At the
regional level, countries will
share experiences and tackle
common issues, while on an
annual basis at the United
Nations, the High-Level
Political Forum on
Sustainable =~ Development
(HLPF), will take stock of
progress at the global level,

identifying gaps and
emerging issues, and
recommending  corrective
measures.

Achieving the SDGs in all
countries  will  require
additional resources which is
amounted to in the range of
US$5 trillion to US$7 trillion
per year. Developing
countries will need between
US$3.3 trillion and US$4.5
trillion a year. At the current
level of public and private
investment, there is an annual
financing gap of US$25
trillion (3.4% of world GDP).
The cross-border flow of the
global  proceeds  from
criminal activities,
corruption and tax evasion is
estimated to be between
US$1 trillion and US$1.6
trillion per year which if
possible to capture, could
significantly  meet  the
requirement of domestic
resources for implementing
SDGs.

The Asia Pacific Region
should have a regional and
sub-regional framework of
cooperation with regard to
implementing SDGs. Under
the framework, an actionable
agenda should be set on
monitoring the progress of
regional cooperation between
different stakeholders
concerning different targets
of sustainable development.

The private sector of the

Region should develop their
codes of conduct and other

strategies taking into account
the SDGs. A regional
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Dr. Shamshad Akhtar
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations &
Executive Secretary of The Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific to the Asia-Pacific Business Forum

Message
With the adoption of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in September 2015,
United Nations Member States has agreed to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and

injustice and protect the planet, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
, this effort presents major challenges and requires the active participation of all
stakeholders, in particular the private sector. Indeed, it would be impossible to
accomplish the SDGs without active cooperation from business, which is a chief engine of
growth and development through innovation, job creation and income generation.

The SDGs require new commitments and partnerships that go beyond traditional
North-South financial and technical assistance. must address crucial issues of
inclusivity, resilience and sustainable development. Government, business and civil
society must productively collaborate to meet social and environmental needs that none
of them cannot meet alone. In particular, a more enabling investment environment at the
national, subregional and regional levels is required. This would help to build solid
ggl;l[ilc—pri?ate partnerships that focus on finding innovative ways to enhance access to
cing for inclusive regional devel to promote science, technology and
innovation in the digital economy era, to mitigate and adapt to climate change and to
forge regional cooperation to harness sources of renewable energy. In this context, the
protection and empowerment of micro, small and rﬂedium-sizrgg enterprises (SMEs)
takes on particular importance, given their role as job creators and innovators, SMEs face
critical nges that could be tackled with innovative financial mechanisms and the
development of effective cross-border value chains through trade and transport
facilitation and harmonization.
In order to actively engage the business sector, the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) organizes the Asia-Pacific Business
Forum (APBF) as an annual multi-stakeholder forum in the region. Since its inception in
Shanghai in 2004, the Forum has provided a stage for regional dialogue between the
public and private sectors on the role that business occupies in achieving desired
socioeconomic development and is steered by the ESCAP Business Advisory Council
(EBAC) and the Sustainable Business Network (ESBN). Graciously hosted by
Bangladesh, ESCAP is proud to support the 2017 session of the Forum, which will be

held in Dhaka, B esh, on 8 and 9 February 2017. ESCAP is grateful to the
National Organizing Committee which includes the Mi Commerce of
Bangladesh, the International Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh (ICCB) and other

nmental and business cies, for their significant contribution to this years
Forum. They have led diverse development activities including the tion of foreign
trade and investment, trade policy reviews and development, business dialogues and
harmonization of cross-border trade rules and procedures. At this year's Forum, senior
government officials, business leaders, industrial experts, academics, representatives of
multilateral agencies and other professionals will discuss how they can collaborate to
achieve the SDGs while providing technical, financial and political support.

I wish the Asia-Pacific Business Forum 2017 successful deliberations.

Qé}’@ ;
Dr. shndﬁtar
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Message

It’s clear that the global challenges we face in 2017—from climate to extreme poverty to
jobless growth—call for enhanced dialogue and cooperation between business and governments.

ICC is the world’s leading business organisation: representing more than 6 million members in
over 100 countries. We play a vital role in representing businesses at the global level in processes
th}a;'tﬂ& effect not only the bottom line of companies, but the global economy—and society—as a
W

We are the leading representative of business at the World Trade Organisation and the United
Nations—indeed, we are the only business organisation to have been granted Observer Status at
the UN General Assembly.

Over the coming year, ICC will continue to play a vital role in representing industry in many
international atory processes— Ensuring Lga: global pn::-]ir:1~~e.~ap.lir||.1[:=u;:n~::-tlrlt1'g and enable private
sector led and job creation.

Qur role as the world business organisation has never been more vital or important. And under
my chairmanship I am committed to ensuring that the voice of industry is hear where it matters
most—and to ensuring that business is a genuine force for good in addressing the pressing global
challenges we face %

business leaders, experts and academia from the region regarding regional integration to achieve SDGs. It | and mainstreaming  major challenge ~ for initiative under the auspices w—
certainly helps strengthen partnership and collaboration between Governments and private sectorsinthe region. |  sustainable development to Bangladesh to attain the of UNESCAP could better Sunil Bharti Mittal
I congratulate the whole team of this special publication for producing such a useful document. “make existing regional SDGs. We all know that the supplement the national
integration efforts in trade, private sector is not only a plans and strategies taken by
73 ﬂ investment and infrastructure source of financing, but it is the countries to achieve the
Romi Thakali | consistent with sustainable also an actor in development.  sustainable development.
A #))) FUNG
WORLD TRADE w
ORGANIZATION "—."'."_//) )) GLOBAL f”"";@"‘% United Nations
TR0 ariona INSTITUTE We¥y Global Compact
UNCTAD : .
Roberto Azevédo Victor K. F Lise Kingo
STukhlm Kituyi Diectitichnal Chairfi?nan, Li {'?](1 Fung Group CEO & Executive Director
cretary-General o ormer Chairman
World Trade Organization International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Hty (obal Compact
Message Message x Message Message
The world economy expanded by just 2.2 per cent in 2016, its slowest rate of Development Agenda was a historic t
ﬂum?%g&mtﬂmnnd . U“w wih are the weak L bt 58 ﬁ%%mmm% It was a momentous event when the world’s nations came er in I send my warmest greetings to the Asia Pacific Business Forum, and
e wmﬁm e i T s uua%wm 2015 to on the UN Sustainable Development Goals. These 17 commend this gathering of ent, corporate, civil society and UN
el cxpentg e i vt e o | | Cooperation on alleves vl be ke if we are to achiee the andits | | measurable Goals will guide the development of our global society until | | leaders who are so dedicated to putting the Sustainable Development
o gpopaikical teicions citions 1 welght o ecoroumi o e wﬂuﬁmﬁm&ﬁ&mma ic Business Forum 2030, including how we deal with our planet and create prosperity for all. Goals into action.
regions. Amidst this continued slow East Asian and South Asian P]jtmﬁmlmn'l mlmﬁhﬁm;gmmmdwul St Phis braton i A unique feature of these Goals is the ition that the participation With the SDGs and the Paris Climate Agreement in force, we have a
economies have been increasingly driven mmnmmpﬂmhmlmwaaﬁ wish youas event. of Business - in partnership with Government and Civil Society - is merful common agenda for achieving peace and prosperity on a
mmﬁnﬂmgﬂﬁ?nmn Illliymﬁ'asn'uctm‘&lﬁ mmUNETAD Trade, Md.w%iﬂd W“hﬂmhlembm!mwmmﬁﬂpmm Fsmnuﬂltﬂsucgmﬂutﬂmnmmouﬁllfﬂrﬁumnﬁsmpﬂt{mpamw thy planet by 2030 - with an essential role spelled out for business.
TN i I o b qﬁ ' mmaﬁ tachmlagws.m;nd t&btﬁ,,‘-‘f'gmlﬁ o~ tl:fﬁcunsuéetahnn process. To creat;n fegnrld we want, Business has to Business is the change agent that can spur innovation, unleash
ﬁlhﬂmnmlﬂﬁil;mmqﬁwmmmm%mg S continue to be engaged throughout implementation. investments and power sustainable growth across the planet. The task
h_:umhmn_gmwﬂl . countri CONCETILS, 2 . A healthy trading system requi and at all levels. Regi In this context, [ commend the isers of the 2017 APBF for choosing now is to raise awareness of the with businesses and inspire
© dell':n?:ﬁ i mﬁﬁWJ Adl, narve ﬁﬁﬂhﬁ can pldy an ltl:l;:'lﬁ‘f:lélt?ﬁﬂ i Iﬂm an&ﬁ[ﬂgﬂd% hﬂ:ﬁ? the theme of Linking Business mﬁ the Sustainable Development Goals: concrete action and partnership everywhere,
i ; i W el g A s What can we dof I would also like to pay tribute to Mr Mabubur Rahman, E can take steps to improve our world - and it starts
To help bolster business in this constrained global environment, progress yedrs. Chairman of ICC Bangladesh, for his leader VT TABNPITY o i gre
economies in Asia and the Pacific can take steps to make investment in the region In 2013, WTO Members agreed the Trade iy o i 5 : e doing business responsibly in line with the universal principles. Lets
maore sustainable. Such efforts should include a continued focus on deeper regional m&mw@%i 4.5 Uﬂﬂhllqnﬂ] ﬂlﬂ!aw ne _wﬂlhﬂfﬂthy% spread the word far and wide that responsible business is a force for good.
economic trade integration and infrastructure, r national and regional @W ' Mﬂm%,, ﬁﬁ e importan Your ad and example play an i role in driving more
Emmﬂﬂmlﬁ mmgmﬂ mmﬂm a:fﬁ evements, md%%ehm&g&% SN t W??’ action unnmshmedgml&PWﬂl:ki}Jrgtu : wacanacctleralﬂchgangein
1 ,wﬁnﬂmﬂ?nmﬂhw;'ﬂm—m&sl : @mmm“ Ehiﬁnhemmnuwmmmrghuwm%%?mmwm Victor K, Fung ﬂrdertﬂmﬂtthezmﬂﬁgmd&fttrﬁustamable Development.
nﬂ%m&e_m%gg;m i forthenwldacgﬂmy ?ﬂﬁ%mm hﬁmﬂﬁ'mmm in Buenos Aires in I wish you a very successful meeting.
lmpmvln.ﬁ capacity, eradicate poverty, and move , a8 an opportunity progress.
Asia and Pacific economies onto a low-carbon path. Hhﬁmlmmnﬁmemﬂmgmpjmmmmgﬂ)mthemdh%mmdmm ;
E%itcm; :ﬁjmmmmlm to working
G o you in ;
Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi Roberto Azevédo
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