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PADMA BRIDGE

Canal freed
from illegal
structures

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka district administration, Dhaka
South City Corporation and Dhaka Water
Supply and Sewerage Authority yesterday
jointly conducted an eviction drive and
removed illegal structures built over the
Jirani canal in Nandipara.

Around 250 establishments, including
Nandipara Jelaparishad Market which had
some 52 shops, were demolished in the
drive inaugurated by DSCC Mayor
Mohammad Sayeed Khokon, said
Executive Magistrate Khan Mohammad
Nazmus Soyeb.

“The drive started near Nandipara
bridge and continued till Trimohoni area,”
said Soyeb, who led it.

The mayor said they launched the drive
yesterday to make Dhaka clean and green
following instructions from the prime
minister.

He threatened that such drives would
not spare anyone who were illegally occu-
pying the canals in Dhaka.

Earlier in a meeting, the mayor had
announced that they would initiate an

Trump slams
judge

Says judiciary could be
placing Americans in 'peril'
by blocking travel ban

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump on Sunday
ramped up his criticism of a federal judge
who blocked a travel ban on seven mainly
Muslim nations and said courts were mak-
ing US border security harder, intensifying
the first major legal battle of his presidency.

In a series of tweets that broadened his
attack on the country's judiciary, Trump said
Americans should blame US District Judge
James Robart and the court system if any-
thing happened.

Trump did not elaborate on what threats
the country potentially faced. He added that
he had told the Department of Homeland
Security to "check people coming into our
country VERY CAREFULLY. The courts are
making the job very difficult!"

The Republican president labeled Robart
a "so-called judge" on Saturday, a day after
the Seattle juristissued a temporary restrain-
ing order that prevented enforcement of a
90-day ban on citizens from Iran, Iraq,

eviction drive from yesterday to save the 11 Bulldozers demolishing illegal structures over the Jirani canal in the capital's Nandipara during an eviction drive conducted jointly by the DSCC, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen
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Dhaka district administration and Dhaka WASA yesterday.
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Complaint
gets customer
burnt with tea

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

A simple complaint that the tea cup was
dirty caused a customer to get admitted to
hospital with burns yesterday, as the ven-
dor out of anger threw boiling tea at him.

The incident happened when Ezaz
Ahmed, 27, a jewellery worker, went to a
stall for morning tea before joining work
at a shop in Munshipara of Saidpur
municipality. The stall owned by Sainul is
close to the jewellery shop, at Swarnakar
Potti beside Shere Bangla Road.

When Ezaz was served with tea, he
found the cup was dirty and so asked the
stall owner to give him tea in another,

clean cup.

At this, Sainul became angry, saying the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Ruling party men lock
RU gates for jobs

They do it for an hour to mount
pressure on university authorities

ANWAR ALI and ARAFAT RAHMAN

the pocket gates.

Ruling Awami League men padlocked the main gates of Rajshahi University
for an hour yesterday, around one and a half months after they had foiled
four employee recruitment tests on the campus.

The AL men have been pressurising the university authorities to provide
jobs to the party men since April, 2015.

After locking the two main gates around 8:00am yesterday, some 50
leaders and activists of Motihar Thana AL took position in front of them
and started chanting slogans, said RU officials and witnesses.

Armed policemen, present at the place, did nothing, they added.

As the gates were locked, the university buses and other vehicles could
not enter the campus. So, the teachers and students had to walk in through

On information, RU Proctor Prof Mujibul Haque Azad rushed to the scene.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

STALKING OF 12-YR-OLD
Victim's father
fined for not

being 'careful’

Saudi observes first
ever Women's Day

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Mobile court jails
stalker for 6 months

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A mobile court yesterday
sentenced a youth to six
months' jail for stalking a
12-year-old girl and fined
the girl's day-labourer
father Tk 5,000 for not
being “careful enough” to
shield her from harass-
ment.

“The girl used to talk to
the man [stalker| from her
father's phone at night and
it later resulted in her being
stalked,” Mohammad

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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Members of Pakistan's Chitral Scouts try to reach an avalanche-hit area in Chitral

district on Sunday.
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PRAYER TIMING
FEBRUARY 7

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN  5-30 12-45 4-15 5-52 7-15

JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 4-30 5-56 7-45
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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AVAILANCHE HITS AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN

More than

AGENCIES

At least 119 people have died along the
Afghan-Pakistani border after three days of
heavy snowfall caused a series of deadly
avalanches Sunday.

Numbers are expected to rise as rescuers
reach isolated regions where it's feared more
peopleare trapped beneath the snow.

Most of the casualties occurred in
Afghanistan, where at least 119 have been
killed and 67 are reported injured, said
Omar Mohammadi, a spokesman for the
Afghanistan National Disaster Management
Authority.

Mohamaddi said that most of the victims

100 killed

were women and children, and that deaths
were reported in the provinces of eastern
Nuristan, northern Parwan, Sar-e-Pul,
Badakhshan and eastern Wardak.

Atleast 50 were killed in the Barg-e-Matal
district of Nuristan province -- to the north
of Kabul -- where unrelenting snow has
buried villages and closed roads to rescue
workers.

Across the border in Pakistan, an ava-
lanche rocked the the district of Chitral late
Saturday night, when most were asleep. In
the high-altitude Garam Chashma area, 13
have been confirmed dead and 19 have

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Saudi Arabia has celebrated its own Women's Day,
afirst for the ultra-conservative Islamic kingdom.

A three-day gathering was held at the King Fahd

Cultural Centre in the capital of Riyadh.

It featured speakers who argued for women's

rights to drive and called for an end to the country's

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Guard kills
Afghan
diplomat
in Pakistan

AFP, Karachi

An Afghan guard with a
“personal grudge” shot dead
ajunior diplomat inside the
Afghan consulate in
Pakistan's Karachi yesterday,
policesaid.

“The guard, Rehmat
Ullah, opened fire on junior
diplomat Mohammad Zaki
Uro, killing him on the spot
and wounding another
consulate official,” senior
police official Azad Khan
told AFP.

Paramilitary Rangers and
a heavy police contingent
surrounded the consulate
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