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ROHINGYA RELOCATION

Dhaka seeks help;
diplomats sceptic

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday sought financial support from the United
Nations and other international partners for relocating tens of thousands of
Rohingya Muslims, who had fled ethnic cleansing in Myanmar, to Thengar
Char in Hatiya in the Bay of Bengal.

In response, the diplomatic community in Dhaka suggested that the
Rohingyas in Cox's Bazar should not be moved against their will and that
the place chosen for relocation was uninhabitable and prone to floods.

The exchange took place when Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali
briefed diplomats on the relocation plan at the State Guesthouse, Padma
yesterday afternoon.

Describing how people of the Myanmar's minority community are now
living in the coastal areas of Bangladesh, the minister said the authorities were
facing formidable challenges of providing them with humanitarian assistances.

Besides, the accommodation arrangements have adverse impacts on the
overall socio-economic, political, demographic, environmental, humani-
tarian and security situations in Cox's Bazar and adjacent districts. That 1s in
turn a setback for eco-tourism, said AH Mahmood.

Blaming what he deemed as the vulnerable nature of this population, he
said networks have emerged in those areas who are involved in human
trafficking and smuggling of narcotics.

Ambassadors/high commissioners/heads of various diplomatic mis-
sions and officials from UNRC, IOM and UNHCR attended the briefing.

After the briefing, an envoy on condition of anonymity told The Daily
Star that the government seems to be going ahead with its “controversial
plan” to relocate Rohingya refugees to the remote island despite warnings.

The government asked for financial assistance from the international
community to develop the island and move the Rohingya population from
Cox's Bazar to Hatiya, he said.

The foreign minister, however, said Bangladesh considers this as a tem-
porary arrangement and requested the international community to take
meaningful measures for their repatriation to theirhomeland Myanmar.
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This is a great threat to
the Sundarbans, said speak-
ers at a programme titled
"Vulnerability of
Sundarbans in a changing
climate”.
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Mission Auditorium in
Kolkata for understanding

the ph}rsica! and economic | when Tofazzel Hossain wrote to Meherpur deputy commis-
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the Sundarbans. bear the treatment cost of his terminally ill sons and a
Rising salinity in soil grandson or have them euthanized, he had no other

and water would change options. But his emotional appeal to save his two sonsand a

not only the vegetation grandson had not fallen on deaf ears, as an Indian hospital

pattern of the Sundarbans | has now come forward to treat them free of cost.

but also reduce the avail- The NeuroGen Brain and Spine Institute, a hospital in

ability of economically Mumbai, India, said it would bear the expenses related to

important fish. It would be | the treatment and travel for the three Meherpur patients.
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A man at work at the mine of Maddhyapara Granite Mining Company Ltd. Around 200 of the 600 miners joined work yesterday I PHOTO: mangrove forest. Khan already spoke with Tofazzel on February 2.

when the mine resumed operations after a year and a half. Story on page 13.
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