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S1IX BODIES CREMATED

Khagrachhari in
mourning

A CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The air was still heavy with grief at Choungrachhari village
in Mohalchhari upazila of the district as relatives cremated
the bodies of six victims of Friday's accident.

Eight people were killed and eight others critically
injured as a truck ploughed through a crowd in Alutila

of Khagrachhari Sadar.

The deceased were Naimra Marma, 40, her daughter Tutuni
Marma, 7, Bobi Marma, 34, Satoai Pru Marma, Ucraching Marma,
5, Pulu Marma, Angkyaching Marma, 16 and Uchinu Marma, 16.

Alutila was crowded owing to a religious programme of
the Buddhist community, locals said.

Khagrachhari Hill District Council Chairman Kongjori
Chowdhury, Council Member Jewel Chakma and
Mohalchhari Upazila Parishad Chairman Bimal Kanti
Chakma, went to Choungrachhari village to console the

relatives of the victims.

Assistant headmaster of Choungrachhari Government
Primary School Snigdha Roaza said they are very sad that
two students of the school were killed and another was
seriously injured. Students did not attend classes yesterday.

Village head Suu Kyi Maung Karbari said it was not a
mere accident, it was murder, adding that it would not
have happened if the administration had deployed traffic

police on the spot.

SHIMUL MURDER IN SIRAJGAN]

Journalists protest
across country

STAR REPORT

Demanding immediate arrest and
punishment of the killers of journal-
ist Abdul Hakim Shimul at
Shahzadpur in Sirajganj, journalists
formed human chains and protest
rallies in different districts across the
country yesterday.

Shimul, 40, Sirajganj district
correspondent of Bangla daily
Samakal, was hit by stray bullets
during a fight between two groups of
ruling Awami League activists at
Shahzadpur on Thursday. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries while being
taken to Dhaka for better treatment
on Friday.

The journalists, participating in
the programmes organised by
Samakal Surid Samabesh and other
journalists' bodies across the coun-
try, demanded that the government
take action against those responsi-
ble for threat and attack on journal-
ists across the country.

Speakers at the programmes said

People burn tyres on the road at Shahzadpur upazila headquarters in Sirajganj during yesterday's half-day hartal
called in protest at the killing of Abdul Hakim Shimul, district correspondent of Bangla daily Samakal.

although locals alleged that Shahzadpur
municipality Mayor Halimul Haque
Miru was responsible for the killing, the
police areyetto arresthim.

Referring to earlier incidents of
the killings of newsmen including
journalist couple Sagar and Runi,
the speakers said if the perpetrators
were brought to book, others would
not dare commit similar crimes.

They urged ending all kinds of
harassment of the newsmen.

They also demanded proper
compensation for the family of slain
journalist Abdul Hakim Shimul.

Qur correspondents from
Chittagong, Satkhira, Sylhet,
Rangamati, Kushtia, Tangail,
Magura, Moulvibazar, Jhenidah,
Bogra, Dinajpur, Rajshahi
University, Jessore and Natore
report that different journalists'
organisations arranged human
chains where journalists, civil soci-
ety members and cultural activists
participated.
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Pirojpur Women and Child Welfare Centre gives a deserted look as very few patients now go there
due to scanty treatment facilities amid lack of doctors.

PIROJPUR HOSPITAL FOR MOTHERS, CHILDREN

Hospital runs without
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physician!

Our Correspondent, Pirojpur

Pirojpur Mother and Child
Welfare Centre (MCWC) has
been running without doctor
since December last year.

Its only medical officer (MO)
Dr Saleha Akter was transferred in
June last year.

She, however, was replaced by
Sadar upazila Family Planning
Officer Dr Hongsupati Sikder,
also anaesthetist at MCWC. He
was transferred from MCWC in
December.

At present, Family Planning
Officer in Bhandaria Dr
Sourender Nath Saha is per-
forming the duty of medical
officer at MCWC as additional
duty. He comes to the centre

Patients are being treated by
nurses instead of doctors since
Dr Hongsupati was trans-
ferred.

Cesarean operation was sus-
pended in February last year due
to internal feud between Dr
Saleha and Dr Hongsupati, caus-
ing sufferings to pregnant
womern.

“I came to consult a doctor
about some of my physical prob-
lems,” said Runu Begum from
Pirojpur town, adding that she
was treated by a nurse.

Kamrunahar and Shahida
Begum also returned after taking
advice from the nurses.

In the absence of a doctor at
MCWC, patients go to private
clinics for Cesarean or normal

» ; ﬁméﬂ"‘ ‘ ;i b
RR T F T

.

Over two hundred patients
would wvisit MCWC every day
when a doctor was available, but
the number has come down to
half of that now, hospital sources
said.

Assistant nurse Dipika Mondal
said they do not take the risk of
treating critical deliveries in the
absence of a doctor.

According to MCWC sources,
530 women gave normal birth
and 124 had Cesarean delivery in
2015. In 2016, only 213 women
gave birth normally and nine had
Cesarean delivery.

Deputy Director Pirojpur
District Family Planning
Office Ram Krishna Das said
he has written to the higher
authorities for appointment

Regional
[jtema ends
seeking peace

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A three-day regional Ijtema in
the district ended yesterday
with Akheri munajat (con-
cluding prayers).

Tablig Jamaat organised
the congregation at
Patuakhali airport field in
Patuakhali Sadar upazila
where around two lakh
people from home and
abroad took part.

Maulana Farugq Hossain
conducted the concluding
prayers seeking peace and
prosperity from the Almighty
for the country and world as
well as the Muslim Ummah.

Several Muslims from
Morocco, India, Thailand and
Indonesia participated in the
[jtema, said Maulana Md
Ruhul Amin, main organiser
ofthe regional Ijtema.

The congregation began
on Thursday after Fazr prayers.

Reserve in existing
coalface exhausted

Preparation on to extract coal from
new pocket in Barapukuria

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Production from a new coalface (pocket of coal) at
Barapukuria Coal Mining Company Ltd (BCMCL) will
begin after 45 days as the reserve in the existing coalface has
been exhausted, officials said.

Officials of BCMCL said production was suspended for
maintenance work and shifting of mining equipment from
the existing coalface to the new one, which is a time con-
suming procedure.

Six lakh tonnes of coal was mined from the existing
coalface since July 24, 2016.

Newly appointed Managing Director of Barapukuria
Coal Mining Company Ltd Habib Uddin Ahmed said it
takes at least 45 days to resume production from a new
coalface. Estimated reserve in the new coalface is 5 lakh
tonnes.

The 250MW Barapukuria Power Plant is the largest cus-
tomer of the BCMCL, consuming nearly 2,000 tonnes of
coal every day.

Habib said suspension of production would not
affect power generation of the plant as there are 2 lakh

once or twice a month covering delivery, which is several times of a medical officer in | tonnes of coal in reserve at the mine's coal yard, adding
a distance of 23 km. more expensive. Pirojur MCWC. that the power plant also has a reserve of coal at its yard.
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Karbari abducted

in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

An indigenous man was abducted by a gang of
unidentified criminals in remote Rowangchhari

upazila of the district on Friday night.

The victim is Mong Shwe Thui Marma, 63,
karbari (chief) of Bagmara Vitor Para in the
upazila and a ruling Awami League activist.

Victim's wife Kyaoi Nu Prue Marma said
a gang of four to five criminals picked up her
husband at gunpoint from their house at

Bagmara Vitor Para around 9:15pm.

"My husband had no enmity with any-

body”, she lamented.

Mong Shwe was a member of local AL, said
district AL President Kwe Shwe Hla Marma.

AL leaders alleged that an armed group of
Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samiti
(PCJSS) abducted Mong Shwe while PCJSS
central committee member KS Mong Marma
said his party men are in no way involved in

the abduction of the karbari.

Rowangchhari Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Md Omar Al said police detained
Kynu Prue Marma, 32, a ward member, and
Thoai Ching U Marma, 42 of Nasalong Para

of the area for interrogation.
Mongpu Marma,

been missing since then.

Token vote to save

Sundarbans
Chhatra Front holds the programme

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

people will resist any attempt to

destroy natural resources of the
Sundarbans.

Over 500 votes were cast at
Gaibandha Government Boys'
College campus on the first day of

A token people's vote aimed at
creating awareness for protecting
the Sundarbans started at
Gaibandha Government Boys'
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College campus yesterday.

Advocate Sirajul Islam Babu,
joint convener of Gaibandha unit of

the campaign, they said.

As part of the movement, the
token vote will continue from
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the National Committee to Protect

joint convener of
Bandarban Sadar upazila unit of Awami
League, was abducted on June 13. He has

and Port,

Gaibandha district unit,

the programme.

0il-Gas-Mineral Resources, Power,
inaugurated
programme organised by
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front's

Rampal coal-based power plant
will undoubtedly leave adverse
effect on trees, plants, animals and
fish resources, the speakers said at

Demanding cancellation of all
contracts on setting up of the
power plant and its immediate
| shifting to a safe distance, they said

February 4 to 12 and the counting
will be held at the end, the organ-
isers said, adding that the token
vote will take place in two more
venues at Gaibandha Shaheed
Minar premises and Adarsha
College campus.

Shamim Ara Meena, presi-
dent of Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front's Gaibandha unit,
Paramando Das, president of
its college unit, Mahbubur
Rahman Milon, and Shaheen
Mia spoke on the occasion,
among others.
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