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Laxmipur canal
in grabber's grip

Upazila administration keeps
mum on building market

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

An alleged land grabber has been building a market on a
canal at Gazipur in Ramganj upazila of Laxmipur, thanks to
the authorities' negligence.

Local people blamed one Mizanur Rahman Mintu, son
of Harun Miah of Gazipur village in the upazila, for the
erabbing.

They alleged that construction workers have been
building a market there for about a month but the
administration did not take any effective step against the
grabbing.

A number of traders at Gazipur bazar and some farmers
alleged that Mintu has been building an 11-room multi-
storied market grabbing a link canal.

They said if water flow in the canal is stopped due
to the grabbing, Irri-boro farming on about 6,000
acres of land at Azimpur and Gazipur will be
atfected.

The traders and farmers said they informed the local
upazila administration of the matter but they did not take
any action although the construction of the market has
been going on for the last one month.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md Abu Yusuf told this
correspondent that he is informed about the matter
and will take action to dismantle the under-
construction market soon.

BEGGING FOR

son's schooling

EAM ASADUZZAMAN with ANDREW
EAGLE

Last Sunday afternoon, neatly dressed
12-year-old boy with books in hand
was crossing busy Shaheed Dr Zikrul
Hug Road in Nilphamari's Saidpur
municipality.

He was accompanied by his 52-
year-old mother Jobeda Bibi. The
duo had just spent Tk 480 on gram-
mar and essay books, as well as
some guides which the son requires
for school. It would have been noth-
ing unusual, just an average sort of a
daily chore faced by any average
family, except that Jobeda is a visu-
ally impaired who lives a gruelling
life of begging in order to support
her son's education.

The boy was helping his mother
cross the road, guiding her back
towards the Saidpur railway station
platform so she could rest. The vicinity
of the railway station is her usual beg-
ging territory.

Jobeda, from a distant village in
Domar upazila, wasn't born blind.
“My parents married me to a vegeta-
ble vendor in a local market,” she
tells of her life. “We had a son and a
daughter. Then, ten years ago I was in

blind.

son to live with them, so he could study
in a school there.

“I'm leading a miserable life,” she says,
almost in tears. “I'm doing that to give my son
the chance to live a reputable one, and for no
other reason. Allah must be with me since I
have nobody else.” Holding her hand, the boy
says he is trying to fulfil his mother's dream,
adding that he is really proud of her for making
such an extraordinary effort to turn the impos-
sible into the possible, for him.

Each night Jobeda sleeps on the station
platform and at dawn she once again starts to
seek outalms. In shabby clothes she looks the

Jobeda is a visually
impaired woman who
lives a gruelling life of
begging in order to sup-
port her son's education.
The woman wasn't born

part. Few could guess she harbours such a
noble dream for her son's future.
On an average day Jobeda can earn about

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia Stephens Bloom Bernicat accompanied by officials visits an unregistered camp of the Rohingya

refugees at Leda in Teknaf under Cox's Bazar yesterday.
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27 Indian
cattle seized
in Kurigram

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kurigram

Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) seized 27 Indian cattle
from border areas under
Bhurungamari upazila of the
district yesterday.

A patrol team of BGB from
Shaljhore border outpost
(BoP) camp, led by Nayek
Nazrul Islam, raided Shaljhore
village and seized 19 Indian
cattle inside 100 yards from the
border when a cowboy was
coming with the cattle around
7:30am, said sources of
Kurigram 45 BGB Battalion.

The cowboy, however,
managed to escape, sensing
the presence of BGB men.

Another BGB team of
Dhaldanga BoP, led by Nayek
Abdul Hannan, raided
Gopalpur village, one kilo-
metre from the border, and
seized eight Indian cattle
from there at 12:05pm.

The 27 cattle worth
around Tk 8.25 lakh will be
auctioned in presence of
local customs officials, BGB
officials said.
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Mung bean seed crisis

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Shortage of mung bean seeds threatens
fulfilling of the target for mung bean
cultivation in Patuakhali and Barguna.

Growers are facing serious crisis of
seed as Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation (BADC)
failed to meet their demands. They have
to buy seeds at Tk 140 to Tk 160 per kg,
while BADC's rate is only Tk 58.

Md Gias Uddin, a mung bean grower
of Ghopkhali village in Itbaria union
under Patuakhali Sadar upazila, said he
cultivated mung bean on two acres of
land last year and also planned to culti-
vate it on three acres this year as it is very
profitable.

He bought seeds from BADC last year
as they were of good quality and high
productivity, but BADC does not have
seeds this year, he said.

“Finding no alternative, I bought 10
kg seeds from a local shop at Tk 150 per

in two districts

Around 2,070 tonnes of seed needed
in Patuakhali, Bargquna

kg, " he added.

Md Rafiqul Islam of Badura village in
Auliapur union said he also faced crisis of
mung seed this year as BADC has no seeds. “1
have been cultivating mug for 10 years as it is
very profitable, 1 earned Tk about 50,000 last
year,” he added.

Deputy Director (DD) of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in the district Md
Nazrul Islam said they have set a target to culti-
vate mung bean on 75,000 hectares of land this
year, while it was 72,300 hectares last year.

Around 2,070 tonnes of seeds would be
needed to meet the target, nearly half of which is
procured by the farmers from the market, he said.

Mung bean farming is very profitable in the
coastal region for its suitable soil, favourable
weather and cheap labour cost, the DD said.

Deputy Director of BADC (seeds) Md
Asaduzzaman said they got only 3.470 tonnes
from the centre, of which 1.2 tonnes were given
to government's revenue project free of cost.
The remaining 2.27 tonnes is not sufficient to
meet the demand, he added.

Border killing
under control

Says BGB director general

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Border killing is now under control, said Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) Director General (DG) Maj Gen Abul
Hossain.

Maj Gen Abul Hossain said this while he was talking to
reporters after his visit to Putkhali border point in Benapole
yesterday.

He said BGB will set up thermal scanner and a watch-
tower in the border area very soon.

The BGB chief said if the Indian nationals bring cows to
the border there is no objection, but no Bangladeshi will go
to the Indian side to bring the cows.

“I've been visiting several border points to find out ways
to ensure security on the border. We want to start the smart
border management system,” he added.

During his border visits, Maj Gen Abul Hossain
also exchanged views with members of the para-
military torce on ways to solve border-related prob-
lems.

BGB South-West Regional Commanding Officer Brig
Gen Waheduzaman, Sector Commander Col Igbal
Hossain, BGB 49 Battalion Commanding Officer Lt Col
Khabiruddin, and BGB 21 Battalion Commanding
Officer Lt Col Arifur Rahman were present during the
inspection.
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