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2 Huji men
arrested in
Chuadanga

Militancy related
booklets, bomb-

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

making materials
seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

Two members of Harkat-
ul Jihad (Huji) were
arrested at Karpashdanga
Bazar in Damurhuda
upazila of Chuadanga
yesterday.

Jhenidah Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) launched a
drive at the bazar and
arrested the two militants
with bomb-making materi-
als and many militancy
related booklets.

The arrestees are
Abdullah Al-Mamun, 28,
and Rakibul Islam, 32.
Jhenidah Rab Commander
Major Monir Ahmed said
on information they
raided Karpashdanga area
around 5:45am when
seven to eight Huji mem-
bers were holding a meet-
ing and arrested the two.
He said they recovered
many militancy related
booklets and bomb-
making materials from
their possession.

The arrestees disclosed a
lot of information during
interrogation that should
not be disclosed for the
sake of investigation of the
case, he added.
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land.

added.
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“What is the fault of the villagers for which the
owner of Syed Tea and Land Company Ltd will
harass us? His men torture and threaten us and
tell us to leave the land,”
labourer Joltu Kanda.

Joltu, 49, narrated the situation yesterday to
leaders of the human rights, environment and
indigenous organisations who visited Lakhai
Datta Bosti village of Srimangal upazila of the

said a tearful day

The indigenous people also carried banners
containing their demands.

The villagers demanded proper investigation
and punishment of those who tortured the
indigenous people and destroyed crops on their

Swapan Tanti, 35, told the leaders that he was
jailed for three months for protesting attempt
take the land. He said if they protest, the tea
garden owners file cases against them to harass.

Atit Kanda, 54, head of a five-member family,
said they have been living on the land for four
generations, but never before faced such a
situation. “The armed people destroyed my 4,000 :
to 5,000 pineapples. I don't know if 1 will be able Bikram Tanti weeps while descrlhmg the woes of indigenous people to the rights activists yesterday

to overcome this loss without assistance from the  at L akhai Datta Bosti village in Srimangal upazila of Moulvibazar.
government and other benevolent people,” he

Bikram Tanti, 55, of the village said he legally
purchased 1.8 hectares of land, including his
homestead. “I refused to sell the land, so the
company men destroyed my lemon and pineap-
ple plantations.

I have lost everything,” he

Father (Priest) Kiron Rozario, alleged that the
tea company has paid the local administration,
politicians and police for their support. Around
16,000 lemon trees, 8,000 pineapple trees, 3,700
banana trees, 1,200 papaya trees, 200 guava
trees, 750 jackfruit trees, 1,200 betel leaf trees, 37
000 Naga chili trees, 800 betel nut trees, 2,000

Demand rights organisations
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wood trees, 8,000 bamboo trees and 400 fruit
trees were destroyed by the tea garden owner, he

added.

“We have helped indigenous people to resist
the move for years, but the wind is stronger on the

other side,” Rozario added.

"The government should ensure basic human
rights for indigenous people,” said Josna Akther
of Bangladesh Human Rights Commission, who

led the 10-member team.

Pahar Rokkha O Unnoyon Society President
Salauddin Ahmed said a plan is on to evict the
minorities from the land. If eviction continues
then one day indigenous people will be

i
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added.

Indigenous people have been at loggerheads
for the last 11 years with Syed Tea and Land
Company Ltd, which has sought to expand its
Julekhanangar tea estate by forcibly evicting
hundreds of families.

In recent months, the situation has escalated.
Mobs of armed men allegedly deployed by the
company have vandalised homes and destroyed
crops on multiple occasions, in the hope of

destroyed, he added.

Syeda Gulshanara, owner of Julekhanagar Tea
Company rejected the allegations. “Our men did
not destroy their homes and crops or trees,”

regularity at school
Tk

M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL,
Thalakathi

SSC examinee Raiad has
become synonymous with
regularity at school, attend-
ing all his classes for 12 years
since start of his schooling
alongside performing well in
examinations.

The student extraordinaire,
KM Raiad Islam Ramim, is son of KM Mustafizur
Rahman and Nazma Aktar in Nalchhity upazila of
JThalakathi.

"Born in 2001, Raiad was admitted to 'play class’ at
Nalchhity Municipality Kindergarten in 2005. He got
scholarship in the Primary School Certificate exami-
nations from there in 2011," said Anisur Rahman
Khan Helal, former principal of the kindergarten.

In 2012, Raiad was admitted to Nalchhity
Merchant Model High School.

"Raiad was awarded with crests and certificates
every year for his regular presence. Attending his
school final class on October 6 last year, he
completed his 12 years of regular journey success-
fully," said Md Rezaul Islam, headmaster of the
school.

He scored GPA 5 in Junior School Certificate
examinations and was placed in first, second or third
positions in different classes, he said.

"School and study is love and passion of my son,"
said Raiad's mother.

"Ignoring natural calamities, diseases and other
problems, Raiad went to school willingly. For school
he missed several pleasurable events including
visiting India with us. Even death of a few relatives
during these 12 years could not prevent him from
attending school, " said his father.

Raiad, a student of science group, said he dreams
to study at Buet to become an engineer.

Headmaster Anisur Rahman said, “We are going to
give Raiad an award. I think he should be awarded at
the national level to inspire students across the
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WORLD LEPROSY DAY TODAY

Nilphamari not leprosy-free yet

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Niphamari

Nineteen years after declaration of
Bangladesh as leprosy free, the district,
regarded as the country's worst lep-
rosy affected area for long, sees some
people contactingthe disease anew.

Meanwhile, the country along with
the international community
observes World Leprosy Day today.

The government's health depart-
ment and The Leprosy Mission
International, also operating Danish
Bangladesh Leprosy Mission (DBLM )
Hospital in Nilphamari, are jointly
working in the district to combat the
cripplingdisease.

The 100-bed hospital, largest of its
kind in the country, accommodates
complicated patients from different
districts.

As per the standard of World
Health Organization (WHO),
country may be declared leprosy free if
the number of patients is less than one
inevery 10,000 people.

Accordingly, Bangladesh was
declared leprosyfreein 1998.

A joint report of the health depart-
ment and The Leprosy Mission
International for 2016 revealed that the
rate of leprosy patients in the district
fluctuates between 0.97 to 1.02 against
every 10,000 people, which is regarded
as ‘marginal to slightly higher'.

The number of leprosy patients in the
area this period was 407, of them 190
were undergoing treatment with old and
infectious conditions while 217 were
newlydetected, the report said.

Asmany as 2557 leprosy patients in
the district became permanently
disabled in 1977-2016 period, the
reportadded.

Surendra Nath Sing, programme
leader of Leprosy Mission International,
said, "Combating leprosy is a continu-
ous process and a leprosy free country
means that the disease is under control.
[tdoesn't mean complete eradication.”

" Any negligence might cause recurrence
of the past situation when there were 13.6

leprosy patientsin every 10,000 people.

"After declaration of the country as
leprosy free, there seemed a bit slack
among the authorities to fight the
disease and donors decreased finan-
cial support forit,” he said.

Dr Biliom Sangma, resident medi-
cal officer of DBLM, said new patients'
tendency to hide the disease out of
superstition and socal stigma cou-
pled with lack of awareness campaign
are possibly responsible for a slight
rise ofleprosy patients in the district.

The contagious disease is caused by
mycobacterium leprae bacteria and if
the patients do not take multi drug
therapy treatment, they gradually
become disabled, he added.

Contacted, Nilphamari Civil
Surgeon Dr Abdur Rashid said, "The
allegation of slackening attitude
towards combating leprosy is not true.
Treatment i1s now available in all
government hospitals.”

“The number of leprosy patients sees
rise, as detection rate is higher due to

A nurse takes care of leprosy patients in specialised Danish Bangladesh Leprosy Hospital in Nilphamari yesterday.
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2 schoolgirls
raped, culprits
sent to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali:

A court in Amtali of
Barguna sent two rapists to
jail yesterday rejecting their
bail prayers.

The court of Amtali
Senior Judicial Magistrate gave
the order when the police
produced the accused before
the court, said Md
Shahidullah, officer-in-charge
of Amtali Police Station.

The rapists are neighbour
Niaz Morshed, 22, son of
Makbul Howlader of
Kathalia village and Babul
Fakir, 23, son of Naya Fakir
of Tepura village of Amtali
upazila, said the OC.

Niaz, an honours second
year student of Patuakhali
Government College, and
Babul, a computer busi-
nessman at Kathalia Bazar,
are friends, he said.

Two schoolgitls, also
cousins, were raped by
neighbour Niaz and his friend
Babul in their house on
Friday night at Kathalia village
in Amtali upazila of Barguna.

The OC quoting the
locals said only the two
girls, students of Class VIII
of Kathalia High School,
were at home during the
incident as other family
members were visiting a
relative's house. Taking
advantage of the situation,
Niaz and Babul entered the
house and raped both the
gitls, the OC added.

The locals, however, caught
the two rapists red handed as
the girls raised a hue and cry
seeking help to rescue them,
Shahidullah said, adding that
later, the villagers handed over
the rapists to police.

Both the victims have
been sent to Barguna
General Hospital for medi-
cal test, OC said.

Philanthropic job
by a great heart

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Sheikh Zannatul Taslima, a 4th year medical student, said
financial help from a philanthropist in the district enabled

herto continue her studies.

Taslima said Md Abdur Rashid, founder of ASPADA
Paribesh Unnayon Foundation, has been supporting her

with monthly allowance since 2011.

She said this at the annual gathering of the sponsored
students and their guardians organised by the NGO yesterday.

Hanufa Khatun, mother of Habibur Rahman Habib, a
2nd year medical student, said her son has been helped by
Rashid since Habib was a student of Class IX.

Like them, some 157 students now studying at different
institutions are being financially supported by the NGO.
The NGO also renders vocational training for free for

helpless women and girls.

A discussion meeting was held on the occasion. Barrister
Tania Amir of Bangladesh Supreme Court was the chief guest.

Highly praising the initiative taken by Rashid, the guests
said it is the work of a great heart and such people have

become rare in the society.

him.

girl,

(SZMCH),

Police and

Awoman who sold papar at Malgram area
in Bogra town was burnt by a youth on
Friday as she was late in giving the item to

The victim is Rabeya Begum, 50, wife of
day labourer Abul Kashem of Malgram
Collegepara in the town, and mother of a

She was rushed to Shaheed Ziaur
Rahman Medical College Hospital
and referred
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
terday as her condition deteriorated.
Rabeya left for DMCH for admission to
Burn Unit around 4:00pm.

The youth is Sharif Uddin Ratan, 28, son
of Habibur Koshi of the area.
victim's relatives said

minutes.

For delay in papar delivery!

Woman seller burnt by criminal in Bogra,
leaves for DMCH for admission to burn unit

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra Rabeya was helping her husband to make
papar in the evening on Friday when
Sharif came to the shop and wanted papar

immediately. She asked him to wait a few

Sharif got angry and poured a pot of hot

oil on her. Rabeya suffered burn injuries
on her face and was rushed to SZMCH,
they added.

Sharif fled from the spot immediately

to Dhaka

after the incident.

Dr Prof Abdul Mottaleb, head of the
surgery department of SZMCH, said 27
percent to 30 percent of Rabeya's face and
throat were burnt.

Inspector (inquiry) of Sadar Police
Station Aslam Ali said preparation is going
on to file a case.

Police arrested Sharif's wife and sister-in-
law in this regard, Aslam said.

SffeEear IAEWN TP

sy efsaat S Fere*a
HAA(ETFEAT S THET
q/f3, GTF-58, fE=E, rEl-5200
HEF 72-85,02.0000,050,4b . obl, J05b-303 52 T 829
2¢ Tl 2059

ozt fesfe

oI afeTRl Tyae FEISHN L& IFIFAN afeTh G @ AT (FH AET FO[oa Aeww I

WAIR TG cr T A wrgE fefere pfefefes st ¢ o we@ SEmieE ers
ifaeraa 0 (4TF WA S o9 e | 2 A o FrErere @eirer € e wuny ey |

ETGF
o AT I o LT qHE @eq | *rErre @erer e (q F (ST
1| wfesTe! ATaa A
AeEed | e () T TS
@FoE | o (CES
¥ ceeAT - 5O 39,u¢o/- famam faems | wifveie,
BESIE] (G 39®Y) | GEGGHADATAAAE | CsTreTETsie,
Fadsfemmaf @t | srmeE,
A e A | A,
GROAGY AL | JeTl, GUEED,
forara i | Fameste,
fFfeereaifs m Tes,
@rPE eeirae
wsfsE o =9 | wrr!ﬂam-u
el CFGm (I | SIS, R,
qa/faenr  (fEfa | InsmEb,
3.¢ 97 FE wE) | ArSwEL, T,
SRETAT 2 A1 | siEgr, e,
N GeffmE- | S . 3q.uto/- | fawm faretesr | AR,
3 (GI® Sex) | QZ5GATH/FTAR fraera,
A @ R | TRHE
TEE T | ARAAET,
wiwe  efegn | 2EhE |
£ HATGIAG
|
feram/iGiEwen
weifesE ol 79 |
e cFTE @
g oo
/e (fefg
2.6 97 i )
STRSITATT 209 A1 |
o T br = 3¢, b0/ TF Gy |
HAZRA-A- (6 SuwT) | wfFEhra bt «ff,
FForEh N9y EAE 8
T G &4 WEEE
HeWold e o0 |
8. B 4 S 38 8¢o/- A /ATT
(T JoWH) | AP
. g 8 = 38,8¢0/- GHGHH/ AT
) ) ) (€ 20%T) | A |
grlitaa Grery efeaht S FRre=ta et (www.jpuf.gov.bd) it e Sitaws T99 ereweEe
(A ©F TALY LA FA0S 204 |

3. 20-03-30)9 TIfFY WARHFEAT TIH Sb (AF ©o TEAT WY e T | SfEadr 99 Erarat @
2R ISEEHE TEHE (G JEAAN Sbr-wd JBF | ARG RO FEIANT db-0o B |
GRG FeweiaE fefers 99 Fdme <91 203 | T991 a9 CFE A fFTefet ageraEry 26E = |

X A AW R 5 FEe esfre Fawfa wifewE sz e Aws Taef fbfe e
TSI SEHae Sl &L |

T [ 1 B 2 e BB ) 7 ) B o R 22 W B o i e b T
$x€” AT (TS AW, APTAT A3red o (Fom) Ffer Topifae afm =, 7B 356 Gamwm =
eifae FweE, ¥ @ Tl ctwmbe e a9 owg vifafas ww aw frEsrs @re
TREFE A FAACEE TIHS 17 AAICI AR Tl ee 204 |

8.,  IESlH, WY-TEHE 91 AeHTe afevid vigaae Aia TUEY FEHTHFT A NIV FACS

A |

Gl =@ 7 Fam=ae I6 S+ gwedq Fa0e 209 |

HITATAAE 20-02-2039 A ¢.00 TR Way IITH AfvEE, Grew TR Tawe wErE,

Gy, CTE-38, FEeE, 19 3204-0T (ATRTe 209 | J00E SF wg 719 ¢ e (o iy ferdre

T |

Q. e EE R ST Mael g 90 o6 TA | (1 2 Wi SRy 29 4 |

b,  IferamEv Sferas J@-wara Fe e T AfER o, gferas s [Fah
(ATF ISR 4@-F0F FoF ZEnT georgem San-eas A v Face oE 1 IfeTs
faaas TEOETT T QS 4@ F1 KA NG wifLE Fare 2 |

B, S SawesiE qifes 0 o767 204 |

So.  TEAF (F (I AN @ Fae e wferars Feart fefe afermm wer wawd 3T |

3. e ondfte +1f6 IEaRm GFe WA FEATES O S IRATACE (T G I
+qis 209 |

% B

32, 39 R TALE AHE ATHT T 200/- (F24F) T T 8-¢ TALE AN WA T doo/- (9FNE)
BIFE SHFaeA] (AFeE SeE, I e, Ty afeew Tae FereHE e o4ue
FACS A |

yo. HfR feahi aidivn et Fu=rad TErF 3T oWF 20 T3 |

38,  TRTAEET S oW NI ZPT/w AT AT AT B |
q (T G TS WCTF
e (afefrs wifry)

fefe-220 (e @ wig)




