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Despite fertile land loss, weather stresses and depleting irrigation water,
Bangladesh's agriculture keeps contributing a fifth of the GDP each year. Along
with other factors, government's policy support in the form of fertiliser subsidy
plays a big part here. But misappropriation of the key agro input by a syndicate
involved in shipment and transport, and mismanagement by the authorities, in
this case Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation, have tainted this other-
wise commendable effort. If such large-scale corruption is outrageous, the cul-
ture of impunity within the corridors of the BCIC and elsewhere is worrisome.
This systematic graft has cost the state about Tk 100 crore each year since 2009.
GO T IE In this four-part report, HASAN JAHID TUSHER exposes the corruption

in the fertiliser sector.
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