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A bus uses the dilapidated Bailey bridge to cross Boalia canal on Barisal-Patuakhali highway
under Bakerganj upazila of Barisal risking lives of its passengers.
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for lack of renovation

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

An iron bridge over Boalia canal on Barisal-
Patuakhali highway in Bakerganj upazila of
the district has turned awfully risky, much to
the worry of thousands of people who use
the bridge every day.

Local people said the steel structure of the
bridge that connects Patuakhali, Barguna and
Payra seaport with the divisional headquar-
ters, is in a most dilapidated condition and
may collapse anytime due to lack of renova-
tion forlong.

"Amid risk we have to run vehicles over
the dilapidated bridge as it is the lone road
connection between Payra seaport and
Barisal,” said Anwar Hossain, a trucker of
Barisal.

Most of the truckers carry 20 to 25 tonnes
of goods on their vehicles daily, risking their

Bailey bridge over
lia canal risky

B Locals say the bridge may collapse anytime

lives as they have no alternative options to
communicate with Payra port, said Dhiman
Sarker, 42, a contractor of Barguna.

Roads and Highways Department (RHD)
officials said most of the wooden sleepers of
the Bailey bridge over Boalia canal, which
has been in use for the last ten years, are
either broken or awfully damaged.

Despite repeated repair, the bridge has
become death traps for the passengers, they
added.

Executive Engineer Mohammad Khaled
Shams of Barisal RHD said they have
already sent a proposal to construct seven
bridges, along with reconstruction of Boalia
bridge.

If the proposed projects are approved the
primary work would be started within this
year, Shams added.

Protest against
attack on BCL
leader

OUuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Bangladesh Chhattra League
(BCL) staged a demonstra-
tion at the upazila headquar-
ters yesterday, protesting the
attack on a BCL leader.

Later, speakers at a rally
at Bangabandhu Square
urged the police and local
administration to arrest the
attackers immediately.
Phulbaria Upazila unit of
BCL organised the rally.

Upazila BCL President
Rafiqul Islam Rakib,
Mozammel Haque,
Asaduzzaman Asad and
Sohel Rana spoke at the rally.

Sarwar, 22, is a student of
Phulbaria Degree College
and general secretary of
Phulbaria upazila BCL.

Police said a gang of
miscreants hacked Sarwar at
upazila headquarters, leav-
ing him critically injured.

Sarwar is undergoing
treatment at Mymensingh

MP Liton's killers yet
to be identified

Two more suspects put on remand

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

The law enforcers are yet to identify the
killers of Manzurul Islam Liton, ruling
Awami League lawmaker from Gaibandha-
1 constituency, 15 days into the incident
while fear of arrest in connection with the
murder case grips the locals.

Meanwhile, a Gaibandha court yesterday
granted two days' remand for two suspected
accused -- Ashraful Islam and his cousin Jahirul
Islam, in connection with the murder case.

Ashrafuzzaman, OC (Investigation) of
Sundarganj Police Station, also investiga-
tion officer (10) of Liton murder case, yes-
terday produced the two arrestees before the
Court of Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Moinul Hasan Yusuf and sought
seven days' remand for each.

After hearing, the judge granted two days'
remands for the two arrestees and sent them
to police custody.

Earlier on Wednesday night, Rapid
Action Battalion picked up Ashraful Islam
and Jahirul Islam from Badda in Dhaka as
prime suspect of the murder.

end of their remand before the magistrate's
court in connection with the murder case.
The court after hearing ordered sending them
to jail custody,” said Atiar Rahman, officer in
charge of Sundarganj Police Station.

Police declined to disclose anything about
the interrogation of the arrested accused for the
greater interest of investigation. If needed,
police will seek further remnand of the accused,
said Ashrfuzzaman, 10 of the murder case.

Police picked up a total of 72 people in
connection with lawmaker Liton murder.
Of them, nine people were shown arrested
and put on different terms of remand for
intensive interrogation in the case.

Armed intruders shot Liton inside his
home at Sundarganj upazila of Gaibandha
district on the evening of December 31 last
year. Critically injured Liton was rushed to
Rangpur Medical College Hospital where
doctors declared him dead.

The slain lawmaker's elder sister Fahmida
Bulbul Kakali, also plaintiff of the murder case,
in a meeting of Sarbananda union unit of
Awami League on Saturday demanded arrest

TECHNICAL GLITCHES
Urea production
stopped for

two weeks

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Urea production at Jamauna Fertiliser
Company Ltd (JFCL) at Tarakandi in
Sarishabari upazila under the district got
suspended for two weeks due to technical

glitches on Saturday evening.
Production of the fertiliser

leakage was found in the boiler of the fac-
tory's utility plant and primary reformer
tube of the ammonia plant went inoperative
around 5:30pm, said AKM Anwar Haque,
additional chief of JFCL's utility plant.

It will take 15 days to resume production
as the time will be needed to complete nec-

essary repair work, he said.

JFCL is the country's largest urea factory and
has a daily capacity to produce 1700 tonnes of
fertiliser, JFCL sources said, adding thatithas a
target to produce four lakh tonnes of the ferti-
liser from June 30, 2016 to June 30, 2017.

“The factory produced two lakh tonnes of
urea till January 14. If the production is
disturbed due to technical glitches, it may
not fulfil its target in the current fiscal year,”
said Mahbuba Sultana, general manager

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Gold worth Tk 2.5cr

looted in Bogra

Robbers enter jewellery shop exploding
home-made bombs, injuring three

the three, police said.

stopped as a

panic among the locals.

A group of armed robbers looted a
huge quantity of gold ornaments
worth Tk 2.5 crore and Tk 5 lakh in
cash from a jewellery shop after
injuring three people, including the
owner of the shop, in New Market
area of Bogra town on Saturday.
Shop owner Golzar Hossain, one
of his employees Zakir Hossain, 40,
and pedestrian Anwar Hossain, 50,
who sustained injuries during the
incident, took treatment at different
hospital and clinics in the town.
Police quoting witnesses, said a
gang of seven to eight armed rob-
bers on a microbus took position
near ‘Al Hasan Jewellers' around
7:00pm and entered the shop blast-
ing several crude bombs, creating

They later looted 500 to 550 tolas
of gold ornaments worth around Tk
2.5 crore and Tk 5 lakh in cash from

On information, a police team went
to the spot and informed all the police
stations under the district over wireless
messages to check the vehicles plying
ondifferent roads and highways.

Sensing the presence of the law
enforcers, the gang fled the scene,
leaving one of their injured cohorts
inside the microbus in an aban-
doned condition in Noymail area
on Dhaka-Bogra highway under
Shajahanpurupazila, police said.

Police later arrested Alamgir
Hossain, 35, along with some crude
bombs and seized 300 tolas of
looted gold from the microbus.

Injured Alamgir, is now undergo-
ing treatment at Bogra Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical College
Hospital under police custody.

Aslam Ali, inspector (inquiry) of
Sadar Police Station, said Golzar
Hossain filed a case against six to seven

Medical College Hospital. "Police also produced seven people after andcapital punishmentofherbrother'skillers. | (Operation). the shop and fled the scene, injuring unidentified peoplethe same night.
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The dilapidated staff quarters of Sonatola upazila in Bogra. The photo was taken recently.

Awtul state of Sonatola

UZ staff quarters

PHOTO: STAR

JMB man
Fazlur on
remand for
seven days
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MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

The staff quarters of Sonatola Upazila
Parishad of the district are in an awful state,
putting the lives of the residents at risk.

The quarters, which were established in
1985, have become impossible to live in as
the buildings are breaking up with the pas-
sage of time.

The staff quarters were constructed for the
officers and employees of the upazila parishad
and were named after the rivers Karnafuli,
Modhumoti, Meghna, Mohananda, Surma,
Kopotakkha, Teesta and Karatoa.

All the buildings except Teesta are two
storied. Teesta is a one-storey building and
all the rooms are vacant as the residents
have been living in other places due to the
bad condition of the building.

Plaster falls from the ceiling of all the
buildings, and cracks have developed on the
walls with trees growing in them. Only the
quarter of the upazila nirbahi officer (UNO)
is in a good condition.

Sheuli Begum, wife of Sonatola upazila

treasury office employee Abdul Waresh and
resident of a staff quarter, said they have
been living in the quarter with four children
for the last three years at the risk of their
lives. Plaster falls from the ceiling and rain-
water enters through the cracks in the walls,

An official of the upazila parishad said he
has shifted his family to a safer location due
to earthquakes and other natural disasters,
and all the officers except the UNO are
living in Bogra town.

At least 25 families of school teachers,
police personnel and third and fourth class
employees of the upazila are living in the
quarters, added the official.

Sonatola Upazila Parishad Chairman
AKM Ahsanul Tayob Zakir said some minor
repair of the quarters has been done from
the limited fund of the upazila parishad, but
they need a huge budget for enough repair
of all the quarters.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer of Sonatola
Mirza Shakila Dil Hasin said the quarters
will be repaired after they get the funds.

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Natore

A Natore court yesterday
placed Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) activist Fazlur
Rahman, alias Taher alias
Robi, on a seven-day
remand.

Police produced the
arrestee before the Senior
Judicial Magistrate's Court
seeking a 15-day remand.

After the hearing, the
Senior Judicial Magistrate
Shamsul Al Amin granted a
seven-day remand.

A special team from
Detective Branch of Bogra
arrested Fazlur on Friday
and seized four pistols, six
magazines, 17 bullets and a
large amount of explosives
from his possession.
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