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over gross negligence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-1 yester-
day came down heavily on the prosecution,
investigation agency and police for giving
wrong information that led to charge-
framing against a dead person identified in
court as a fugitive.

"You |[prosecution and investigators]
have maligned the image of the tribunal ....
We are extremely frustrated,” it said.

On December 11 last year, the court
framed charges against Wazuddin of
Mymensingh in absentia and appointed a
state counsel to defend him more than six
months after he died.

Yesterday's response came as a private
television channel the day before ran a
report bringing up the matter.

The prosecution and investigation
agency showed “extreme negligence”, the
tribunal said.

Rebuking law enforcers, it said, “They
prepare execution reports [on arrest warrants|

Dead put in
the dock!

Furious war crimes tribunal hits out at
prosecution, investigation agency, cops

sitting in a room. They don't go to the spot.”

The deceased man was indicted since the
prosecution had submitted formal charges,
identifying him as a fugitive.

"Media know the matter but you [prose-
cution and investigators| don't know ...,"
the court said.

The tribunal didn't pass any order regard-
ing the issue as its Chairman Justice Anwarul
Hague was not present due to illness.

It asked the prosecution to give details
about the deceased accused.

Earlier on several occasions, the court
expressed displeasure with law enforcers'
failure to arrest war crimes accused and con-
victs. The government formed two commit-
tees to secure the arrest of the fugitives, but

there has been little change in the situation.
Until November last year, at least 87
accused and convicts were on the run. Two
war crimes tribunals issued warrants for
their arrest since the beginning of war
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

Ignoring a no-parking sign, cars parked on a street in front of Motijheel Ideal School in the capital around noon
yesterday. Suchillegal parking blocks almost half of the street, causing severe traffic jam in the area on weekdays.
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Violation of
minorities' rights
increases fivefold

Says Bangladesh Hindu-Buddha-
Christian Oikya Parishad report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Incidents of violation of minorities'
human rights increased over fivefold in
2016 than that of the previous year, a
report has said.

At least 1,471 incidents of such viola-
tions were recorded while it was 262 in
2015, according to a report of the
Bangladesh Hindu-Buddha-Christian
Oikya Parishad.

The parishad unveiled the report titled
"Incidents of the human rights violation
on the minority people in 2016", at a press
conference at Dhaka Reporters Unity yes-
terday. It alleged that the administration
was inactive in properly protecting the
minorities.

The report, prepared by the parishad’s
own probe and news reports, also said 71
minority people were killed in 2016 while
24 people were killed the year before.

Among the killings, 10 percent were
target killings and those were conducted
allegedly by the religious extremists, the
report said.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Parents killing their
children on the rise

Experts blame strained relationships
of couples, financial constraints,
social and family grievances

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and SHARIFUL ISLAM

These days are probably the worst time to live and grow up as a child in
Bangladesh as an increasing number of children are being killed by their
own parents who are supposed to protect them from all evils in the world.

Psychologists, criminologists and experts have made such observations,
blaming the situation on strained relationships between husbands and
wives, frustrations, financial constraints and other family grievances that
lead to a psychological stage when they kill their children.

In the latest incident on Wednesday, a young mother allegedly killed her
two children, aged only three and five, and then committed suicide in the
capital's Darussalam area.

According to Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF), 11 children
were Killed by their parents in 2014, The figure rose to 40 in 2015 and 64 last
year.

Before 2014, some isolated incidents used to take place. A rapid increase
in the number of such deaths was seen since then and now it has gone up to
an alarming level, said Azmi Akter, programme officer (research) of BSAFE.

Pointing out reasons, Mekhala Sarkar, assistant professor (psychiatry),
National Institute of Mental Health, said a person does not commit suicide
or kills loved ones over a single incident.

“It actually happens after a long continuity of dissatisfaction that culmi-
nates in total behavioral change.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

HRW slams
govt over
'oppression’
of opponents

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh govern-
ment clamped down on
the media and civil society,
and state authorities
detained, maimed, killed,
and made to disappear
members of the political
opposition, according to
Human Rights Watch
(HRW).

“The Bangladesh author-
ities have failed to protect
bloggers, secularists, aca-
demics, gay rights activists,
and religious minorities
from violent -- often fatal --
attacks by militant groups,”
it said in its World Report
2017, titled "Bangladesh:
Disappearances,
Clampdown on Critics.
Action on Extremist
Violence Needs to Respect
Rights.”

Initially asking bloggers
and others to refrain from
“hurting religious

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

' China's hidden
Buddha emerges
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Chinese archaeologists are trying to solve the mystery
of a long-lost Buddha statue which appeared from a
lake after the water level lowered dramatically.

The stone relic, found in Nancheng County in
Fuzhou, could date as far as the 14th century,
according to state media Xinhua News Agency.

The holy figure was discovered at the end of last
year when a few villagers saw its head emerging from
the surface of the water in the lake in Fujian Province.

The water level of Zuixian Lake, also known as
Hongmen reservoir, was lowered by more than 30
feet due to a project to renovate a hydropower gate.

The dramatic change in the water level has led
the mysterious Buddha statue, which was carved
on a cliff face, to appear. The statue seems to depict
the image of the Gautama Buddha.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Bottlenose dolphins in crystal clear
waters in the northern Bay of Bengal and
Humpback dolphins displaying colour
variations, inset.
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Dolphins
evolving
in the Bay

ABIDA RAHMAN
CHOWDHURY

The Bay of Bengal, the
largest bay in the world,
veiled in mystery, home to
sea gods and goddesses,
and full of stories of many
travellers who braved the
high seas to make it to the
land of spices, is also one
that boasts of incredible
biological diversity:.

Our waters are home to
many different species
including the charismatic,
almost elf-like humpback
; dolphins, powder pink in
| colour, and the grey-blue
Indo-Pacific bottlenose
dolphins among others.

SEE PAGE 17 COLS5

The Rammala Library in Comilla is
no ordinary place for book lovers.
This century-old library boasts a
rare collection of about 20,000
books and original manuscripts.
Many are written on palm leaves
and Tulot paper and are as old as
300-400 years. It's not for nothing
that it is called the Lighthouse of
the Undivided India.
READ MORE ON WIDE ANGLE.
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