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Rohingya slum
sprouts on forest
department land

MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAT, Cox's Bazar

A new slum for the Rohingyas who entered Bangladesh
from Myanmar illegally is being set up in the reserved area
of forest department near Balukhali village under Ukhia

upazilain Cox's Bazar.

Already, there are three such Rohingya slums in the
bordering Ukhia and Teknaf upazilas of the district. Locally
called “Rohingya Tal”, these slums house about one lakh

illegal Rohingyas.

The new slum is about one kilometre west of Paan Bazar
in Balukhali village of Palongkhali union in Ukhia and 3km

south of the Kutupalong Rohingya slum in the upazila.

During a visit on Saturday, this correspondent saw
hundreds of Rohingyas were building shanties on the 250-

acre government forest land.

About 500 shanties already mushroomed there and 5,000
Rohingya men and women took shelter in the last few days.
Talking to The Daily Star, the Rohingyas said that after
being evicted from Kutupalong, they came to this slum being
set up with the backing of alocal union parishad member.
Many were sitting along with their family members under
the open sky or under the shade of trees. One of them is
Anwara Begum, 20, who came from Maungdaw in Myanmar.
Her husband Shahab Miah was taken away by the

Myanmar army.

Entering Bangladesh, she took shelter in the Kutupalong
slum area along with her maternal uncle, taking her seven-
month-old baby in her arms. She spent a few nights in a

shanty there.

A sobbing Anwara said she is at a loss as to where she can

get a shelter now.

Laila Begum, 32, another woman from Maungdaw,
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Rohingyas working in a reserve area of the forest department for setting up a slum near Balukhali village in
Cox's Bazar's Ukhia. Bottom left, some Rohingyas clearing shrubberies in the area. Botiom right, new shanties
have sprung up on the encroached forest land. The photos were taken on Saturday.

Trump admits
Russia role

Says incoming chief of
staff on US polls hacking

AGENCIES

President-elect Donald Trump accepts the
US intelligence community's conclusion
that Russia engaged in cyber attacks during
the US presidential election and may take
action in response, his incoming chief of
staff said on Sunday.

Reince Priebus said Trump believed
Russia was behind the intrusions into the
Democratic Party organizations, although
Priebus did not clarify whether the presi-
dent-elect agreed that the hacks were
directed by Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

"He accepts the fact that this particular
case was entities in Russia, so that's not the
issue," Priebus said on "Fox News Sunday."

It was the first acknowledgment from a
senior member of the Republican presi-
dent-elect's team that Trump had accepted
that Russia directed the hacking and subse-
quent disclosure of Democratic emails
during the 2016 presidential election.

Trump had rebuffed allegations that
Russia was behind the hacks or was trying
to help him win, saying the intrusions
could have been carried out by China or a
400-pound hacker on his bed.
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Lack of awareness
makes it worse

PORIMOL PALMA, MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN and HELEMUL ALAM

Plants in pots, be it at work or home, look great in today's urban eco-
friendly culture, doesn't it? That was the thought when a bank in Motijheel
was decorated with Lucky Bamboo plants in crystal glass pots filled with
stones and water.

The clients probably thought the plants in the teller counters were
beautiful and that it was a nice touch.

No one, however, noticed what else was actually growing inside the pots. The
Daily Star correspondent found dozens of young mosquito larvae in the water.

“What will I do? The management has kept the pots there,” said a
middle-aged teller when The Daily Star correspondent asked her why they
keep such pots which are perfect breeding grounds for Aedes mosquitoes
that transmit dengue and zika?

The bank authorities probably did not know the risks, just like the other
urbanites who leave plastic barrels, vases, buckets or clay pots with water in
and around their homes.

This is dangerous as the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS)
in a survey last year found such containers to have high presence of Aedes
mosquitoes in 16 areas of the capital.

The areas include Uttara, Gulshan, Lalmatia, Monipuripara, Mirpur-10,
West Rampura, Dhanmondi, Lalbagh, Mitford, Motijheel, Ramkrishna
Mission Road, Shanti Nagar, Segunbagicha, Shankharibazar, Wari,
Patlakhan Road and Moghbazar.

Researchers found 20 containers with Aedes mosquito larvae or pupae in
every 100 households surveyed in the localities.

The high concentration of Aedes mosquitoes is the reason for at least
6000 dengue cases reported in 2016, the highest since 2002, At least 14
people died of dengue in 2016.

Journalist Mahboob Smarak, who stays in a Dhaka University quarter in
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Brac ranked
top NGO 1n
world again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brac has topped the NGO
ranking of Geneva-based

NGO Advisor for the sec-

ond consecutive year.

The NGO Advisor, the
independent media organi-
sation committed to high-
lighting innovation, impact
and governance in the non-
profit sector, published the
2017 Top 500 NGOs World
rankings yesterday, said a
Brac press release.

Médecins Sans
Frontieres, also known as
Doctors Without Borders,
claimed the second spot
and The Skoll Foundation,
a social entrepreneurship
foundation based in Palo
Alto, California, was number
three. Oxfam and Save the
Children were seventh and
eleventh, the release added.

“It is an honour to see
that Brac has retained the
number one position once
again,” said Sir Fazle Hasan
Abed. “Every day, more
than 100,000 of our staff
across the world continue
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STILL A RISKY RIDE

Defying a government ban on carrying more than one pillion passenger on a motorbike, a man
takes three children on a bike. He tied two of them with a traditional towel behind him as if it PRABIRDAS
would lessen the risk of a fall. The photo was taken in the capital's Shahbagh.
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MP LITON MURDER
Jamaat leader

remanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

A court here yesterday
placed a local Jamaat leader
on six-day remand in con-
nection with the murder of
Awami League lawmaker
Manzurul Islam Liton.

Police arrested Shahidul
Islam Mondal, 50, ameer of
Sundarganj upazila (east)
unit of Jamaat-e-Islami, at
his home on Sunday and
produced him before the
court seeking seven-day
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Social Islami Bank Limited
B Loafamye

PRAYER TIMING JANUARY 10
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN  5-30 12-45 400 5-36 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 415 5-40 T7-30

PHOTO:
MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAT

ROHINGYA CRISIS
Myanmar

special
envoy flies
in today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A special envoy of Myanmar
will arrive in Dhaka this
evening for talks with gov-
ernment high-ups on the
Rohingya crisis as thousands
of Myanmar nationals have
been entering Bangladesh
since October last year to
escape the continuing
violence in Rakhine state.
Diplomatic sources in
Dhaka told The Daily Star
that Myanmar State
Counsellor and leader of the
National League for
Democracy Aung San Suu
Kyi is sending State Minister
for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw
Tin as the special envoy to
Bangladesh on a three-day
visit.
The envoy, who will lead
a diplomatic delegation, is
scheduled to call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
tomorrow. He is also
expected to hold meetings
with Foreign Minister AH
Mahmood Ali and Foreign
SEE PAGE 13 COL 8

22,000 FLED TO BANGLADESH
IN ONE WEEK: UN -- PAGE 10

Chinese
robot turns
on the charm

AFP, Shanghai

"Jia Jia" can hold a
simple conversation
and make specific facial
expressions when
asked, and her creator
believes the eerily life-
like robot heralds a
future of cyborg labour
in China.

Billed as China's first
human-like robot, Jia
Jia was first trotted out

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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