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Monu rail
bridge
repair starts

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

The authorities have started
repairing Monu Railway
Bridge on Dhaka-Sylhet-
Chittagong railway in
Kulaura upazila, following
a report titled 'Flirting with
danger' published by The
Daily Star on January 4.

Visiting the spot yester-
day, this correspondent saw
railway employees replac-
ing a few old sleepers and
bamboo pieces there.

However, only five sleep-
ers were changed yesterday,
saild a railway official.

Most of the 208 wooden
sleepers on the bridge are
worn out while a number of
clips went missing, he said.

Abdul Karim Kim, convener
of Songkhubdho Nagorik
Andolon in Sylhet, said com-
plete repair work is needed to
make the bridge safe.

Mujibur Rahman, assis-
tant executive engineer of
Bangladesh Railway in Sylhet
division, said they are repair-
ing the bridge step by step.

Cow lifter
beaten to

death

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Jamalpur

A man was beaten to death
by a mob after he was
caught while allegedly
stealing a farmer's cow in
Char Naobhanga village
under Jamalpur municipal-
ity early yesterday.

The victim was Nabin,
32, son of Hatem Khan of
Dikpara village of Sherpur.

Police and locals said
Nabin was caught red-handed
by owner Aynal Haque while
he was trying to steal a cow
around 2:00am.

The villagers chased and
caught the thief as he was
trying to escape from his
captivity. They beat him up
indiscriminately, leaving
him critically injured, said
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Jamalpur Sadar Police
Station Nasimul Islam.

He succumbed to his
injuries in Jamalpur
General Hospital in the
morning.
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Remains of a raised walkway meant for easing tourists' movement bear testi-
mony to the awful conditions of Kuakata eco-park, thanks to the negligence of the
authorities concerned. Insef, the main gate of the reserve forest, officially recog-
nised as a national park.

Tourists lose interest in
Kuakata eco-park

Walkways, link road, wooden bridge and tamarisk
garden badly damaged

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Tourists from home and abroad are
losing interest in visiting the Kuakata
eco-park, though it was one of the best
tourist spots in the country, as its walk-
ways, link road, wooden bridge and
tamarisk garden are badly damaged.

Patuakhali Coastal Forest
Department set up the eco-park on
Kuakata sea beach on 13,984 hectares
of land, including Gangamoti,
Khajura, Latachaplee and Fatrar Char
areas, at a cost of Tk 2.76 crore in
2005-2006 fiscal year.

Two watchtowers, five picnic sheds,
wooden bridge, culverts, internal
walkways, office building and ticket
counter were built about 2.50 km east
of zero-point of Kuakata under the
eco-park land development project.

There are mangrove trees and
42,000 plants of different varieties in

the park, creating a safe nesting place
for birds. A tamarisk garden was also
made outside the park to protect it
from tidal surges of the Bay.

During a recent visit to the eco-
park, this correspondent saw that the
wooden bridge over the lake had
become unusable as many sleepers
had been stolen and many were bro-
ken. The wooden pillars were also
broken.

Md Nazrul Islam from Dhaka said,
“I am frustrated to see that internal
walkways, culverts and toilets in the
eco-park are badly damaged.”

Trees in the tamarisk garden
built on the southern side of the
park to protect the park from tidal
surges from the Bay have been
uprooted.

Most infrastructures, including
office building, walkway, electrifica-
tion system, and lake, were damaged

by super cyclone Sidr on November
15in2007.

Mayor of Kuakata municipality
Abdul Bareq Mollah said the eco-park
should be renovated immediately to
attract tourists.

“1 have heard that a new project
will be taken up in Kuakata instead of
eco-park, and it will be more attrac-
tive," he added.

Divisional Forest Office in
Patuakhali Ajit Kumer Rudro said a
mega project is being taken up in
Kuakata to make it of international
level with modern facilities.

A seven-member central team led
by Director of the Wildlife Centre of
the Forest Department Dr Sunil
Kumer Kundo visited Kuakata eco-
park in August this year, he said.

The team will prepare a plan and a
budget, and work will start after
approval, he added.
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Mogholhat port

shut for 21 years

Call to hold talks with India for
reopening the land port

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

trictin Indiain 1996.

port the same year.
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The government should hold bilateral talks with neigh-
bouring India to reopen the Mogholhat land port and cus-
toms check post to boost trade between the two countries.

People from all walks of life under the banner of
'Mogholhat Land Port Bastabayan Sangram Committee’
urged the government at a human chain at Nuruldin Mancho
in Lalmonirhat's Sadar upazila on Friday.

Speakers at the rally said the socio-economic status of the
people living in the area was much stronger when the port was
functional, adding that now it looks gloomy as a good num-
ber of locals remain unemployed due to the situation.

They said Mogholhat land port became inoperative
when the Indian government took a unilateral decision to
close their customs office at Gidaldah in Cooch Behar dis-

Following India's decision, the Bangladesh government
also closed its customs check post and other activities at the

Abu Taiyab, general secretary of the Sangram Committee,
said Mogholhat-Gidaldah route is the easiest way to travel to
Bhutan and India's West Bengal and Assam.
ment takes necessary step to reopen the port it would become
a source of job opportunities for many locals,” he added.

Local lawmaker Abu Saleh Md Sayeed Dulal said the
matter has already been placed to the ministry concerned.

After discussing with India, the government will take
necessary steps to reopen the port soon, he added.

"It the govern-

12 Sundarbans-based
robbers surrender

Home minister for their rehabilitation

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Patualkhali

Twelve members of infamous Sundarbans-based rob-
ber gang 'Naya Bahini,' including its ringleader, surren-
dered to the home minister in Kalapara upazila of the
district yesterday.

Welcoming the gang's decision to go back to normal life
by giving up robbery, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal at the function said he would suggest the govern-
ment to rehabilitate them.

Major Adnan Kabir, deputy commander of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab-8), was also present on the occasion.

All members formally surrendered with 25 arms and
1,105 bullets at Kuakata Rakhaine women's market ground
in the upazila around 1:00pm, said the major.

The 12-member gang surrendered to the law enforcers as
Rab continued its drives in different coastal areas, including
the Sunderbans, he said.

The robbers are Baki Billah alias Naya Mia, 37, ring-
leader of the gang, Monirul Sheikh, 38, Manjur Mollah
alias Ranga, 42, Md Mukta Sheikh, 37, Md Tariqul Sheikh,
60, Md Akbar Sheikh, 42, Md Kibria Morol, 40, Md
Jahangir Sheikh alias Mejo Bhai, 48, Md Eunus Sheikh
alias Dulal Tagore, 40, Md Miladul Mollah alias Kalu, 28,
Mosharraft Hossain, 37, and Al- Amin Shikder, 50. They
hail from different areas of Satkhira and Bagerhat.

Sixty members of seven robber gangs surrendered to the
law enforcement agencies with 139 arms and 8,123 bullets
last year, said Rab sources.

Moulvibazar
transport strike

called off

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Moulivibazar

Moulvibazar Transport
Workers' Union called off
their strike yesterday follow-
ing a tripartite meeting
between the district adminis-
trations, leaders of the union
and traders association.

Transport workers
enforced an indefinite strike
earlier in the day protesting
an alleged attack on locals by
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) members, leadingto a
clash between the two sides
that left six people injured in
Srimangal upazila on
Thursday.

They enforced the strike
from 6:00am, demanding
punishment of those
responsible for the attack,
said Sanjib Das, president of
the union.

Earlier, six people were
injured in the clash between
locals and BGB men alleg-
edly over a trifling matter in
Srimangal upazila of the
district on Thursday evening.
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BSF detains 2

on Naogaon
border

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dyinajpur

Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) picked up two
Bangladeshi citizens from
the border of Porsha

i — /3=t ?;ﬁﬁﬁ"f | <Ll upazila in Naogaon yester-
o. | R e e 2 | iR, 20T A, ACe, b | day morning.
8, | f& omEwe wavm srEm 2 | 20db-2034 T FFE THE-q, FUNE 47 Wer@Ad Lo AR Naimul Haque, 40, of
(sHrrary) frfrereae | Bishnupur village, and Ziaur
e, VAT 7 7 : | EE e qsee/[FE/ AT/ e Rahman, 25, of Islampur
b, | wifa g | o8 EFEIE 20393 | village, came out for grazing
RlCERSRERH their cattle, but the BSF
:ﬁa ﬁ:ﬂﬂ‘! hE s | OIS weE caught them on the pretext
of crossing the border, said
V. qMED ‘& WeATEF AT s | e 4w (Frasy <ne mmes ad 7e) | Major Ashgraﬁjzzaman, CO
:. L e = i A Sos ] of BGB }4 Battalion. ‘
o e lmmﬁq s [as Sy Despite request, BSF did
3. | WO I SIS WA Ry | 8 | 2o W 209 T 32,00 WL not return them as of after-
P noon, he said.
32, | W 4 i € s | 20 @R 205 7 33,00 W0 | On Thursday, BSF picked
yo. | WETE TENHCE Wi @ A 3 | 38 ST 20591 T 55.00 W | up another Bangladeshi
W 1 6 s from the same border.
38, | wfeerm w6 e s | wfdams, a319-q, e, GRA |
FAE GO0 GG MG | & | e, G G AoeEE-a, JCSH, bBNT |
il i ) .
T STEeTaRTa) S g | WieHRRs, A9-9, ATEH, 5O | 3 Of d famlly
i ESIER R 2 | Wi, T99-9, TS, 506 |

se. | TR et qrsre “eifsrera/or” an oy CSEE A Qe e wEeE Y TEE
Fes fomtars Feafie srreema 1o S w908 awfs Fa0s 230
SATTH WA T (GERAd (FOE [Aranal #4230 A1 | (F) aeifaee
e (4) TEEET IS GO EET (1) @ @ SweEee
Fiffens AN e TFmeE SIids ¥oeel ¢ AT 9F AY @
TfEs T (1) Trf/efEbrem e TaeE () Budew =
BTz FEES WS wfardre AGETES (5) T (S1%) SWeE
(2) Wasita wemgzesal qifes/afeiem Tenfre » (9F) s APTAT
AiEreE 7 B4 (7)) Sfewsd AweE (TF FE% TUs oaWe) ()
affefafan oot effasm wefermg T = FATE I (<)
forers e jafedme fenm wafire emre weermre T sfees T
Tl A EwEa (5) Few wnijafeinem e
FEAET FEEGe | WEeta 7 sEas “ The Public Procurement
Act-2016" and “Regulation-2008" creias «fapifere 2379 | S0y
=T A (e v,/ Friee (PG-2/PG-3) « Srar e |

o | whE FTE VR T (GIT) | (RISl SN | e iy
T, (SCFATSETT) (B1=1) 37 (foeT)
S | TE-q, BB «F WeTEA LT aeo/- 30,000/- T eI
ArE! (eTmery) s ity Z0E 8¢ s
waoha HeeivEia e
Ve, | VR SR P Y g Tt firrers B wrEay |
So. | WA S FHFSE ARl SIS, AE-9 |
Yo, | WETE WEFEE FAFEE G SfewEE, A019-9, “ATES!, BB |
30, | VAU WERWEE FEEEE AT T 083-30083)
3y | e =
=, WM e 19 Wi P waeia 2 9 2 o) )
o, (A FE WA AT T (7 (0 T HEH 4 e FE w6 MEF T |
S, SIS AR WA BT T B2 5 | EHERTE (W S Sgemasy 5 A |
¥, vaeE e/ aoob 6 FEmmE/2 oot @ SR T GIISTES W *orge S1499 209 |
. VO SN e AT FEA FE0 2 |
5| Fdly AAATSl Ae SE0T FEE AN CFGE 94 7Y |
firererg S e
(FT8 FHE
sfasETE

faE_ea BEETHAE 00d-2G0083)

die in boat
capsize

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
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Farmers plant boro paddy saplings at Sikdermallik village in Pirojpur Sadar upazila. The photo was taken recently.

Boro cultivation begins

Previous years' low prices of paddy worry Pirojpur farmers

Tangail OuR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Three members of a family died Even though they are worried about
in boat capsize in Mirzapur low prices like last year, farmers in the
upazila on Friday night. district are passing busy time prepar-

They were Phoolkhatun
Bewa, 65, her son Anwar
Hossain, 45, and Anwar's
wife Farida Begum, 35, of
Kodma Uttarpara village in
Tarafpur union.

The boat capsized in the
Konai river under Latifpur
union when they were
returning home from
Ranashal village, said Shukur
Miah, a member of Latifpur
Union Parishad (UP).

Locals recovered body of
Phoolkhatun, he added.

A divers' team from
Mirzapur Fire Service and
Civil Defense Station recov-
ered the bodies of Anwar and
Farida, said station officer
Ataur Rahman.

ing fields and planting boro paddy
saplings.

According to the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in
Pirojpur, boro paddy is mostly grown
in Pirojpur Sadar, Nazirpur and
Nesarabad upazilas.

As Nazirpur and some parts of
Pirojpur Sadar and Nesarabad remain
under water for most of the year, farm-
ers can grow only boro paddy in the
winter season.

Farmers started planting boro
paddy around three to four weeks ago,
and it will be completed within a few
weeks. Utshi, hybrid and local variet-
ies of boro paddy are grown in the
district, of which ufshi is the most
cultivated.

But farmers are worried when they

remember the low price of boro paddy
in the previous years,

“We have to spend around Tk
20,000 to plant boro paddy on one
bigha of land, but we cannot make
desired profit,” said Rafikul Islam, a
cultivator from Jujkhola village under
Pirojpur Sadar upazila.

“We have to sell our paddy at low
price in the market as we cannot sell it
to the government directly,” said
Mizanur Rahman, another farmer of
the village.

“When we go to the government
storehouse for selling boro paddy,
they refuse to buy from us, saying
that the paddy is not suitable for
storing,” said another farmer
Sheikh Jalal. “As it is our profession,
we cannot give up cultivating
paddy,” he added.

Some land owners have already
given up cultivating their land as they
had suffered losses.

“I have not been cultivating my

land for the last few years,” said Mojibor
Rahman Khan adding that he has leased
his three bighas of land to others.

Farmers are demanding that the
government buy paddy directly from
them to save them from losses.

Deputy Director (DD) of DAE in
Pirojpur Md Abul Hossain Talukder
said 20,520 hectares of lands have
been targeted to be cultivated this
year, yielding 85,595 tonnes of rice.
Last year, 86,991 tonnes of rice were
produced from 19,581 hectares of
land.

The DD said that this year the
weather is very favourable for cultivat-
ing boro paddy as there has not been
dense fog anywhere in the district.

“Around 50 percent of the targeted
lands have been planted and we
expect that our yield target will be
fulfilled this year,” he added.

“We hope that farmers will get their
expected price of boro paddy,” he said.



