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AL wants EC to
fund campaign

Drafts proposals for changes in laws
allowing EC to print posters, organise
projection meetings for candidates
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BNP denied rally
permission, calls
for protest today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Having failed to get permission for holding a
rally in the city, the BNP yesterday announced
that it will stage nationwide protests today
against the denial of permission by police
and attacks on party men on January 5.

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General
Rizvi Ahmed made the announcement at a
press conference at the party's Nayapaltan
central office.

Earlier on December 28, the party sought
permission from the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police to hold the rally at Suhrawardy
Udyan on January 7 marking the "democ-
racy killing day” on January 5, the third
anniversary of the parliamentary polls in
2014. Major opposition parties, including
the BNP, had boycotted the polls.

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir on Friday urged the government to
allow the party to hold the rally either at
Suhrawardy Udyan or in front of its office, but
there was no response from the DMP.

The ruling Awami League is drafting a set of proposals seeking some radi-
cal reforms in the electoral laws in efforts to cap campaign spending in
parliamentary polls, sources have said.

According to the draft, the Election Commission will essentially run
the entire election campaign on behalf of the candidates.

If passed in parliament where the AL has absolute majority, the com-
mission will print posters and leaflets, hang the posters as well as set up
stages and hire mikes for holding of rallies by the candidates, among
other things, in all the 300 constituencies.

This means, candidates will have little role in running their campaigns,
other than going from door to door.

The money will come from the EC's fund, meaning from the taxpayers'
pockets.
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POST-MARZAN 'NEO JMB' | FIRST HALF OF FISCAL 2016-17

Changing of the guard Hunt on for those Economy resilient,
at Islami Bank nextinine 'but challenges stay
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militants with potential to lead the outfit
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extinguishing cylinders breaking the windows of the room
and through the basement.

Later, firemen of three fire engines extinguished the blaze
around 11:30am, giving a sigh of relief to the panicked
patients and visitors,

“We saw smoke coming out of the basement. Immediately,
we gathered the fire extinguishers from different places at the
hospital and started spraying to stop the fire from spreading
..., said an Ansar member preferring anonymity.

Over 250 Ansar members work at the BSMMU in shifts,
most of whom have fire-fighting training,.

Khandaker Abdul Jalil, senior station officer of Fire
Service Headquarters, told The Daily Star, “When we
reached the spot, we found them trying to douse the fire.
They made our job easy by keeping the fire under control.”

In many cases in the past, he added, fires spread due to
the lack of or poor first response. “It will be helpful for us if
every institution and organisation had such trained people
forimmediately responding to fires.”
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