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No tit-for-tat

FROM PAGE 16

Obama's moves have put him at
odds with his successor, who has
expressed his admiration for Putin
and desire to improve ties with
Russia.

Moscow has repeatedly denied
the hacking allegations and Trump
too has questioned whether Russia
really tipped the electoral scale,
painting Obama's accusations as a
thinly veiled effort by a Democratic
president to cover up for his party's
loss.

Trump said that while he
believes the US should "move on to
bigger and better things," he would
meet intelligence leaders next week
for a briefing on the situation.

Obama -- who has also clashed
with Trump over his Israel policy in
recent days -- has pointedly stated
that "all Americans should be
alarmed by Russia's actions."

UNPRECEDENTED

[t remains to be seen whether
Trump would move to roll back the
sanctions against Moscow, with
many leading Republican lawmak-
ers publicly warning him to stay
tough on Putin.

Obama also linked the fresh
sanctions to harassment of US
diplomats in Moscow, which
Washington described as "unprece-
dented" in the post-Cold War era.

US officials played down the
impact that sanctions against the
GRU and the FSB could have on
intelligence-sharing on issues like
counterterrorism, saying coopera-
tion was already limited.

Both agencies will face sanctions,
along with GRU agency chief Igor
Korobov and three of his deputies.

In addition, the US Treasury hit
two individuals, Evgeniy Bogachev
and Aleksey Belan, with sanctions
for "involvement in malicious
cyber-enabled activities.”

The sanctions freeze any assets
they may have in the United States
and blocks US companies from
doing business with them.

The US government is also
declassifying technical information
on Russian cyber activity to help
companies defend against future
attacks.

"The United States and friends
and allies around the world must
work together to oppose Russia's
efforts to undermine established
international norms of behaviour
and interfere with democratic gov-
ernance,” Obama said.

Ban
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But Robin Ahsan, owner of the pub-
lishing house, came to know the deci-
sion on Monday when his manager
went to the academy to collect a form
to apply for a stall in the book fair,
scheduled to start on February 1.

As the news spread, several writers,
rights and cultural activists took to
the social media to protest the ban.
On Tuesday, they held a demonstra-
tion in front of the academy, urging
the government to suspend the direc-
tor general of the academy for "mak-
ing the illegal decision”.

They also vowed to continue the
protest until the academy revoked its
decision.

On Wednesday, Robin Ahsan
submitted an application to the acad-
emy seeking review of the decision.

Contacted, the publisher yesterday
welcomed the new decision of the
academy:.

“The executive body [of the acad-
emy| has taken the right decision
now. Its conditions have to be fol-
lowed by all the participants in the
fair,” he said.

He, however, said he was yet to get
any formal notice from the academy
in this regard.

WHY IT WAS BANNED?

During this year's book fair, the acad-
emy shut down Ba-Dwip Prakashan's
stall for selling a book that “hurts
religious sentiments”. Later, law
enforcers arrested three people,
including the editor of the “contro-
versial book”.

According to Bangla Academy
officials, Shrabon Prokashani had
“taken a stance” that could have
allowed the book concerned to be
sold inside the academy's fair. Hence,
the authorities barred the publishing
house in the fair for the next two
years.

However, Robin denied the allega-
tion saying he did not take any stance
regarding selling of the book in the
fair, but he along with others had
protested the way of the arrest of a
few publishers.

12-yr-old
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Asked about the wedding, her father
Mahbubar Hossen admitted his prep-
aration for her marriage. The UNO
also raided the house of the bride-
groom and detained his father, who
also admitted everything.

The UNO fined both of them Tk
1,000 each and took a written state-
ment from them that they would
never arrange Mahbuba's marriage
before she was 18. He also directed
her parents to take care of her studies.

Fire-ravaged Korail

FROM PAGE 1
engaging labourers in the construc-
tion.

The fire gutted some 526 shanties
and about rendered 2,000 people
homeless.

Rashid Mollah is one such victim.
He had six shanties which were burnt
in the fire, The 55-year-old man lived
in one and rented out the rest to ten-
ants to earn a living.

He is now happy as he would be
able to build new ones. “If they
[DNCC and Brac] did not help, I
wouldn't have been able to build my
house,” he said.

Talking to The Daily Star on
Tuesday, local Ward Councillor
Mofizur Rahman said a total of 526
houses were being built and the whole
process was being supervised by the 80
house owners.

DNCC Mayor Annisul Hug and
Brac were providing colourful tins,
bamboo and wood for new houses, he
added.

According to a Brac news portal
“response.brac.net”, the construction
work is expected to end by mid-
January.

In the second week of December,
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) provided Tk
13,000 to around 500 affected fami-
lies, said the ward councillor.

Besides, other NGOs had provided
primary supports like food, utensils
and blankets.

Rashid Mollah said the new houses
were being built as per a DNCC plan.
The alleys inside the slum were being
widened so that people could move
easily if any such incident occurs
again.

The alleys were only three-metre
wide, but now they were being
expanded to six metres. Besides, new
lanes were being made, he added.

Like Rashid, all affected house own-
ers are now busy making their houses.

Meanwhile, many tenants did not
leave the slum fearing losing a place to
live.

Take Amena Begum. Though her
rented shanty was burnt, she did not
leave the place. Her eight-year-old
daughter Munni, who studies at an
NGO-run school, stayed there and
took preparations for her final exami-
nations.

Amena did not move to another
place as she feared that moving some-
where else might cost the shelter.

She is happy as she hopes to enter
the newly-built house soon.

Maulana Abdus Sobhan, president
of Korail Slum Development
Association, said they demanded that
the tenants be allowed to live in the
houses for 15 months without rent.

However, the Brac portal said,
“Upon further negotiations, the local
councillor has agreed to waiver house
rent for approximately six months.”

While many Korail victims
expressed satisfaction over the DNCC's
assistance, some house owners, whose
houses are on the lake, are facing hard-
ship in affording the labour cost for
setting up base pillars in the water for
the houses.

“l need to pay Tk 800 a day to a
labour. How can | meet this expense
alone?” said Jahangir Hossain, a house
owner.

Contacted, DNCC Mayor Annisul
Hugq said he visited the slum soon after
the fire was doused and formed a coor-
dination committee, which has been
overseeing all the issues including,
construction of the houses.

He said apart from DNCC, Brac,
EXIM Bank and other national and
international NGOs and organisations
also provided financial assistance to
the victims.

2.415 will be taken back
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Myanmar has for decades said
Rohingyas are illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh and it has declined to
grant them citizenship.

Bangladesh says the Rohingyas are
Myanmar citizens and it has refused to
grant refugee status to those who have
fled there, many from communal
violence and Myanmar army crack-
downs over the past decades.

“There are only 2,415 Myanmar
citizens, according to our data,"” Kyaw
Zaya, director general of Myanmar's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told
Reuters, referring to the number of
Myanmar citizens in Bangladesh.

"We always stand with our num-
ber,” he said, adding he had "no idea"
about the Bangladesh figure of
300,000.

He said the Myanmar government
had a plan to take back the 2,415 in
2017.

Security has deteriorated sharply in
Myanmar's northwestern Rakhine
State, home to many Rohingyas, since
attacks on security posts near the bor-
der with Bangladesh on October 9 in

which nine police officers were killed.

The government of predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar has blamed mili-
tants with links to Islamists overseas
for the attacks and poured troops into
the region.

Rights groups and residents say
widespread abuses have occurred
during the Myanmar military opera-
tion over the weeks since then.

Myanmar has denied the accusa-
tions, saying many of the reports of
abuses are fabricated, and it insists the
strife in Rakhine State is an internal
matter.

While Bangladesh says 50,000
people have fled there since October,
the United Nations says the number is
34,000.

The violence in Rakhine State has
become the biggest challenge facing
Suu Kyi's government and has sparked
international criticism that the Nobel
Peace Prize winner has done too little
to help the Muslim minority.

Adding to the tension, this week
Bangladesh's border force accused the
Myanmar navy of opening fire on a
fishing boat in the Bay of Bengal.
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Tiger, panda numbers
rise in 'landmark’
yr for conservation

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

It has been a year of political shocks
and celebrity deaths but conserva-
tionists say 2016 has seen some
"landmark" environmental successes.

Some of the world's most charis-
matic species have seen an upturn in
their fortunes, with tiger numbers
increasing for the first time since
efforts to conserve them began and
giant pandas moved off the "endan-
gered" list, the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWTF) said.

Nepal has achieved two years in a
row with no rhino poaching, while
trade in the world's most trafficked
mammal, the pangolin or scaly
anteater, has been made illegal by
countries meeting to discuss interna-
tional wildlife trade.

This year saw the UK commit an
extra £13 million to tackling the
illegal wildlife trade and, elsewhere
in the environmental arena, ratify
the Paris Agreement, the world's first
comprehensive deal by countries to
tackle climate change.

In August, Scotland produced
enough renewable energy on one
day to power the entire country,
with wind turbines generating 106%
of Scottish demand for electricity.

In other parts of the world, Belize
suspended seismic surveying for
offshore oil exploration along the
longest barrier reef in the northern
hemisphere, the world's largest
marine protected area in Antarctica
got the go-ahead and Spanish
national park Donana was saved
from destructive dredging.

Glyn Davies, acting chief execu-
tive of WWE-UK, said: "The world
faces a challenge in keeping its beau-
tiful places and special species.

Mulayam expels
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The official Samajwadi Party list of
candidates has in it several persons
close to Shivpal and whose candidacy
has been fiercely opposed by
Akhilesh Yadav.

The schedule of elections to UP's
403-strong legislature are expected to
be announced by the Election
Commission next week.

Four die
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confirmed how the accident hap-
pened. But some locals said the boat
turned over after some passengers
rushed to get down.

Some passengers, including two
children, swam to the shore. The
others, however, remained missing,

Later, locals along with firefighters
mounted a search and recovered the
four bodies.

The name of the missing boy is Himel,
17, said the OC while talking to this corre-
spondent around 1:00am today.

Akhtaruzzaman, deputy assistant
director of the fire service and civil
defence, said six of their divers were
conducting a search in the river.

Clashes tarnish
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Moscow is keen to push ahead with
peace talks, hosted by its ally
Kazakhstan, to end Syria's conflict
which has resulted in more than
300,000 deaths and displaced more
than 11 million people, half its pre-war
population.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and
his Kazakh counterpart Kairat
Abdrakhmanov discussed plans for the
talks yesterday, the Russian ministry
said.

But the first challenge will be main-
taining the truce, which looked
increasingly shaky yesterday.

Syrian warplanes carried out at least
16 raids against rebels in the northern
Hama countryside, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said.
Clashes between insurgents and govern-
ment forces and their allies took place
overnight along the provincial bound-
ary between Idlib and Hama, the
Observatory and a rebel official said.

Government forces and their allies
meanwhile clashed with rebels near
Damascus, and helicopter gunships
carried out air raids in the area, the
British-based Observatory reported.

An official from the Nour al-Din al-
Zinki rebel group said government
forces had also tried to advance in
southern Aleppo province.

There was no immediate comment
from the Syrian military on latest clashes,

A number of rebel groups have
signed the new agreement, Russia's
Defence Ministry said on Thursday.
Several rebel officials acknowledged
the deal, and a spokesman for the Free
Syrian Army (FSA), a loose alliance of
insurgent groups, said it would abide
by the truce.

PREVIOUS COLLAPSES

The previous two Syria ceasefires,
brokered by Cold War foes
Washington and Moscow, took effect
in February and September but both
collapsed within weeks as warring
sides accused each other of truce viola-
tions and fighting intensified.

Putin said the parties were prepared
to start peace talks intended to take
place in Astana. Syrian state media said
late on Thursday those talks would
take place "soon".

The Syrian government will be
negotiating from a strong position
after its army and their allies, including
Shia militias supported by Iran, along
with Russian air power, routed rebels
in their last major urban stronghold of
Aleppo this month.

Moscow's air campaign since
September last year has turned the civil
war in Assad's favour, and the last
rebels left Aleppo for areas that are still
under rebel control to the west of the
city, including the province of 1dlib.

In another sign that the latest truce
could be as challenging to maintain as
its predecessors, there was confusion
over which rebel groups would be
covered by the ceasefire.

The Syrian army said the agreement
did not include the radical Islamist
group Islamic State, fighters affiliated
to al Qaeda's former branch the Nusra
Front, or any factions linked to those
jihadist groups.

RUSSIA-TURKEY DETENTE
The deal also follows a thaw in ties

between Russia and Turkey:.

Talks on the latest truce picked up
momentum after Russia, Iran and
Turkey said last week they were ready
to back a peace deal and adopted a
declaration setting out principles for
an agreement.

In a sign of the detente, the Turkish
armed forces said yesterday Russian
aircraft had carried out three air strikes
against Islamic State in the area of al-
Bab in northern Syria.

Ankara is backing rebels fighting
against Islamic State, which has made
enemies of all other sides involved in
the conflict.

While Ankara has been a big spon-
sor of the rebellion, Assad's removal
has become a secondary concern to
fighting the expansion of Kurdish
influence in northern Syria. The
chances of Assad's opponents forcing
him from power now seem more
remote than at any point in the war.

China opens
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Suspended over a deep gorge, the
Beipanjiang Bridge is built at a height
nearly twice as much as that of The
Shard, a 95-storey skyscraper in
London.

Engineers joined the last set of decks
on September 10, marking the comple-
tion of the structure which has cost
three years to build.

Named after Beipan River, the
waterway it crosses, the incredible
structure has a 720-metre-wide span
(2,363 feet) and is a part of the
Hangrui Highway, a 3,405-kilometre-
long (2,115 miles) national motorway
linking Hangzhou city in southern
China with Ruili city on the China-
Myanmar border.

The newly opened project is not to
be confused with another Beipanjiang
Bridge on Guanxing Highway, which
stands at 363 metres high (1,200 feet)
and opened in 2003.

The completion of the ambitious
project means that eight of the world's
10 highest completed bridges are now
located in China - almost all are situ-
ated in remote mountainous prov-
LN Ees.. actagrding to
highestbridges.com.

Among the top ten, the other two
bridges are in Papua New Guinea and
Mexico, claimed the same website.

The Beipanjiang Bridge overtook
the previous record holder, Sidu River
Bridge, situated in central China's
Hubei Province.

The vertigo-inducing Sidu River
Bridge, completed in 2009, is built
between two mountains over a 486-
metre-deep (1,627 feet) valley
though some media claim it's 557
metres (1,830 feet) high.

Besides Beipanjiang Bridge,
Chinese engineers are also building
what's set to be the world's second
highest bridge, Jinshajiang Bridge.

The massive tratfic link stands at an
impressive 512 metres high (1,680
feet) and spans across the raging Jinsha
River in southen China's Yunnan
Province. Ground was broken last year
and the bridge is expected to be com-
pleted in 2021.

New books

General Cable

Government of the People’s
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The books will be distributed
among 4.26 crore students of pri-
mary and secondary schools,
ebtedai and dakhil madrasas, and
technical institutions.

"Following wvarious initiatives,
parents are now more aware of the
importance of education than
before," Nahid said, referring to the
rise in enrolment and fall in school
dropout.

As in the past, the first day of the
New Year would be celebrated as
the "Textbook Festival Day” across
the country, he said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
expected to inaugurate the festival
by handing over books to students
at the Gono Bhaban at 10:00am
today.

The education ministry will
launch the festival at Azimpur
Government Girls School and
College at 9:30am tomorrow. The
primary and mass education minis-
try will also hold a separate
programme at Dhaka University
central playground at 10:00am.

The main feature of this year's
celebration is that the government,
for the first time, will distribute pre-
primary textbooks in five ethnic
languages to children from ethnic
minorities free of cost.

Besides, the NCTB will distrib-
ute around 9,000 braille books to
visually impaired students, said
officials.

As part of efforts to end persist-
ing textbook crisis, the government
in 2009 decided to give textbooks
to students of primary and second-
ary schools free of cost.

The government started distrib-
uting textbooks in 2010, and gave
students 225.43 crore books in the
last eight years.

"We have sent almost all copies
of textbooks to the upazilas. We
hope there will be no problem with
their distribution,” Mia Inamul

Haque Siddiki, member (textbook)
of the NCTB, told this correspon-
dent.

NCIB sources, however, said
around five percent of the pre-
primary and primary textbooks are
yet to be sent to some upazilas.

Pre-primary and primary text-
books are printed by international
bidders and secondary books by
local publishers.

Wishing anonymity, an official
of the NCTB said around 30 lakh
copies of pre-primary textbooks,
printed in China, remained stuck at
Chittagong port for more than a
week due to customs complica-
tions.

The books were sent to the desti-
nations on Thursday, added the
official.

Inamul said trucks carrying
some 1.82 crore copies of text-
books, printed in India, were stuck
in a long queue at Petrapole port.
They entered Bangladesh yesterday.
BOOKS IN 5 ETHNIC
LANGUAGES
For the first time, the government
will distribute around 52,000
copies of pre-primary textbooks in
five ethnic languages to more than
24,600 children from ethnic
minorities.

The books have been printed in
Chakma, Marma, Tripura, Sadri
and Garo languages, and a major
portion of those has already been
sent to the upazilas, said NCIB
officials.

Besides, the NCTB will provide
25,000 materials to facilitate teach-
ing in these languages.

In 2012, the government made a
plan to publish textbooks for chil-
dren from ethnic minorities. But
the NCTB couldn't publish those
for lack of funds and other prob-
lems.

NCTB officials now say they
would gradually publish textbooks
in more languages in the future.

FROM PAGE 2

Department has encouraged com-
panies to disclose bribery allega-
tions by offering lighter penalties
if they fully cooperate.

General Cable "voluntarily self-
disclosed this misconduct to the
government, fully cooperated and
remediated,” said Assistant
Attorney General Leslie Caldwell.

“This resolution demonstrates
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e-Tender Notice-09/2016-2017

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

procurement of:

Dated: 27/12/16

the very real upside to coming in
and cooperating with federal
prosecutors and investigators.”

e-Tender Package No.

ID

Name of work

Procurement
method

Last
receiving
date & time

Seven Biman
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Niron Chandra Bishwas, Lutfar

Rahman and Zakir Hossain.
A CITC team had arrested
them from different areas in

78705 e-
Tender/LGED/Rjb/
GOBM/16-17/\W-18

Periodic Maintenance of
Khankhanapur GC-
Katakhali GC via Vandaria
Road from Ch. 000m-
2500m [Rajbari Sadar]
(Road Code 382762008)
(Re-Tender)

OTM

12/01/2017
Time:
12:00 noon

the capital on December 21,
On December 20, Director
(engineering and manage-
ment) of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines MM Asaduzzaman filed a

E_
Tender/LGED/Rjb/
GOBM/16-17/W-23

Widening of Baliakandi GC-
Sonapur GC Road from Ch.
000m-2000m [Baliakandi]
(Road Code 382072004)
(Re-Tender)

12/01/2017
Time:;
12:00 noon

case against nine officials of the
national flag carrier with Airport
Police Station under the Special
Powers Act.

The following day, the

e-
Tender/LGED/Rjb/
GOBM/16-17/W-25

Widening of Baliakandi GC-
Sonapur GC Road from Ch.
4000m-6000m [Baliakandi]
(Road Code 382072004)
(Re-Tender)

12/01/2017
Time:
12:00 noon

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
headquarters issued an order to
transfer the case to the CTTC unit.

The Biman flight carrying the
PM had to make an emergency
landing at Ashgabat International
Airport in Turkmenistan on her way
to Budapest on November 27 due
to low oil pressure in its engine.

Three probe committees
were formed by Biman, Civil
Aviation Authority, Bangladesh
and the civil aviation and tourism
ministry on November 28 to look
into the flight trouble.

Nine Biman officials were
suspended for their alleged
negligence of duty.

According to PPA 2006 Act 7(3) (Amendment) the tender with tendered price more than
10% (ten percent) or less than 10% (ten percent) of the official estimated cost will be

rejected.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and
no offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender,

registration  in

the

(hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have
to be deposited online through any registered bank’s branches up to 5:00pm on previous day of

receiving tender.

National

e-GP  System

Portal

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-
GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
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