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Brickfield a hazard
for students

It poses environmental risks for the school kids

MD AMINUL ISLAM with ANDREW EAGLE

For the last fifteen years an illegal brickfield
in Dewaniapara of Mymensingh's Trishal
upazila has been a nuisance to contend with
for residents.

Adjacent to Dewaniapara Government
Primary School and Dewaniapara Emdadul
Ulum Hafezia Madrasa, the Farazi Bricks
enterprise is a health hazard in particular for
the 340 students of those institutions.

“The burning of wood logs by the brick-
field emits huge amounts of smoke,” says
one madrasa teacher, who adds that staff
members of the establishments suffer along
with the students. Locals have requested the
concerned authorities to take action on
several occasions but as yet nothing has
been done, the teacher says.

More recently residents lodged a com-
plaint with directorate of the environment
in Dhaka, in response to which an addi-
tional director general from the directorate,
Kazi Sarwar Imtiaz Hashmi, visited the site
on 26 October 2016. According to official
sources, he requested the department of
environment to investigate and take neces-
sary action,

Subsequently on 1 November an inspec-
tor from the department Md Abdur Razzaq
visited the site to discover the brickfield
operates without a licence or an environ-
ment certificate.

According to sources, on 8 November
Mohammad Mohsin Uddin, deputy direc-
tor at the department, issued a letter
requesting the owner of Farazi Bricks, Abdus
Salam Khokon, to cease all brickfield activi-
ties immediately.
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“The brickfield is situated on farmland
and within a quarter kilometre of a
school and hafezia madrasa which con-
travenes environment rules,” says Mohsin
Uddin when contacted. "The brickfield
has no environment certificate or licence
and bricks are being burnt using wood,
which is totally banned by the depart-
ment.”

He further notes that the use of wood for
fuel in baking bricks is a serious threat not
only to the environment but to public
health. “"We sent a report to the directorate's
enforcement wing to take action against
Farazi Bricks. Immediate steps will be
taken,” he says.

Despite the official request not to do so,
Abdus Salam Khokon has allegedly started
to burn bricks, from 16 December and is
once again doing brisk business this season.
He could not be contacted by The Daily Star
as his mobile phone was found to be
switched off.

According to Mohsin Uddin approxi-
mately 128 brickfields in Mymensingh
district have taken environment certificates
since 2013, with a further 100 brickfields
running illegally. “We are issuing letters to
the illegal brickfields asking them to contact
us and apply for department of environ-
ment certificates for their operations,” he
says.

Staff shortages at the department make it
difficult to ensure strict monitoring of the
industry, a department source informed The
Daily Star.

Trishal's upazila nirbahi officer Abu
Jatar Ripon meanwhile says he will visit
the area soon.

Madrasa girl

COUNIRY

raped in Bogra

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A madrasa girl was raped
allegedly by a youth in
Kalerpara village under
Dhunat upazila of the
district on December 24,

The victim lodged a case
with Dhunat Police Station

on Tuesday, accusing the

youth and his two uniden-

tified cohorts.

The accused is Milon
Rahman, 24, son of Moti
Mia of the village.

The victim 1is a student
of Class X of Kalerpara
Dakhil Madrasa.

The case statement said

the accused had a per-
sonal relationship with
the victim for a few
months. On December

24, Milon convinced the

girl to come out of her
parents’ house to get
married.

Milon took the girl to a
lonely place and raped her

there. He then fled from
the area with his cohorts

after leaving the girl in her

parents' house.

Police sent the girl to
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College and
Hospital (§ZMCH) in

Bogra for medical check-up

yesterday.
Officer-in-Charge of
Dhunat Police Station
Mizanur Rahman said
police have been conduct
ing drives to arrest the
accused in the case,
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A brick kiln, set up near a primary school and madrasa in Mymensingh's Trishal upazila, poses health risks to the
Kids. Inset, a partial view of Farazi Bricks Enterprise.
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Female candidate
rescued 2 hours
after abduction

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police rescued a female candidate of
reserved seat of Zila Parishad election from
Ghoraghat upazila in the district on Tuesday
night, two hours after her abduction.

The victim is Shahnaj Parvin, 40, a con-
tender of reserved ward no 5 (13, 14 and 15)
of Dinajpur Zila parishad, and wife of Md
Altaf Hossain of Birampur municipality area.
She is now undergoing treatment at Rangpur

MEMORIAL MEET ON SLAIN TEACHER
Fresh agitation from
Jan 1 threatened
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OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Speakers at a memorial
programme on slain teacher
Abul Kalam Azad of Phulbaria
Degree College in the district
threatened to go for tougher
movement from January 1 if the

Medical College Hospital (RMCH ).

Family members said Shahnaj went to her
election area in the upazila on Tuesday. When
the car carrying her reached near Raniganj
area around 7:30pm, a gang forcibly pulled

her out of the vehicle and took her away:.

Being informed, a police team rescued
her from Nitaishah area in the upazila
around 9:30pm. Her throat was wrapped up
with a scarf, said Israfil Hossain, officer-in-

charge of Ghoraghat Police Station.

She was later rushed to the hospital, said

police.

Nobody came to his police station to file

case in this regard, said the OC.

college is not declared for
nationalisation by tomorrow.,

They came up with the ulti-
matum at a candle lighting
programme at the college pre-
mises on Tuesday to mark one
month into the killing of Kalam,
assistant professor of botany
department.

Around 500 students, teach-
ers and local people gathered on
the college Shaheed Minar pre-
mises around 7:00pm on the
occasion.

On November 27, two peo-

ple, including the teacher, were killed
and 100 others injured as police
swooped on the agitation programme
held to demand nationalisation of the
college in Phulbaria upazila.

The teachers, students and local
people had been continuing their
movement for nationalisation of the
college for one and half months
when the incident took place, sources
said.

The other victim killed in the inci-
dent is Safor Ali, 65, a day labourer,
who was crossing the college area dur-
ing the clash.

Remembering the contribution of

Abul Kalam Azad at the college for 30
years, the speakers said they cannot
express their deep sorrow at the way the
teacher had to meet a tragic death.

They also demanded proper investi-
gation into the killings to bring the
killers to book.

ZILA PARISHAD POLLS IN CTG, LALMONIRHAT

Peaceful, yet fails to enthuse people

STAR COUNTRY DESK

As elsewhere in the country, the first-
ever zila parishad polls in Chittagong
and Lalmonirhat were held peacefully
yesterday.

However, the process to elect the
zila parishad chairmen and coun-
cillors hardly brought any enthusi-
asm among the public as only
elected representatives of the local
government bodies -- upazila
parishads, union parishads,
municipalities and city corpora-
tions -- not the general people,
were the voters.

Besides, many of the candidates
were elected uncontested.

Our Chittagong Correspondent
reports: As many as 2706 electorates
cast their votes in the zila parishad
election in the district, the cast vote
being around 95 percent.

Forty-one candidates vied for 10
general seats and 12 contested in
three reserved seats for women,
said Khorshed Alam, assistant
returning officer.

The chairman, four general mem-
bers and two members in reserved
seats for women were elected uncon-
tested, while the Election
Commission postponed polls of
general seat No 13 in Banshkhali
upazila upon a High Court order,
election office sources said.

Our Lalmonirhat Correspondent
reports: A total of 626 voters in the
district cast their votes at 15 polling
centres in yesterday's zila parishad
polls.

Sixty-six candidates, including three
for chairman, 49 for general members
and 14 for reserved seats for women,
contested.

Azizur Rahman Tuhin, a voter, also
councillor of ward No 4 in
Lalmonirhat municipality, said, “All
the 12 councillors along with our
mayor cast our votes at the same time
around 12:30pm.”"

However, other than law enforcers
and journalists, very few people were
seen around the polling centres.
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