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SouTtH KOREA SCANDAL

Party split could
provide opening
for UN's Ban

REUTERS, Seoul

A South Korean ruling party faction
said yesterday it would form a new
party, and key members said they
hoped outgoing UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon would join it to launch a
widely expected bid to become presi-
dent.

If Ban joined the new party, it would
give him a conservative platform while
distancing himself from the ruling
Saenuri Party of President Park Geun-
hye, which has become tainted by a
corruption scandal that led to a parlia-
mentary impeachment vote against her
this month.

The 29 lawmakers defecting from
Park's Saenuri Party were among those
who supported the parliamentary
motion to impeach her over the
influence-peddling scandal, which was
passed overwhelmingly on Dec 9.

Some analysts expect the new party
to become the country's main conserva-
tive force and further defections to it
from Park's party were likely, especially
if Ban joined.

"We are hoping Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon will join the New Conservative
Party for Reform, and if he joins, it will
be right that he would compete in a
fair primary,” Yoo Seong-min, a mem-
ber of the new party and a possible
presidential contender, told TV station
SBS, using the new party's tentative
name.

In a Realmeter poll released on
Monday, 23.3 percent of respondents
supported Ban, just ahead of the
liberal Democratic Party's Moon Jae-
in, at 23.1 percent.

The defections cut the number of
seats held by Saenuri to fewer than
100 in the 300-member chamber. The
Saenuri unexpectedly lost its majority
in April parliamentary elections.

19 migrants
feared drowned
offt Bahamas

AFP, Brasilia

At least 19 Brazilian migrants are feared
drowned off the Bahamas as they tried
to cross illegally to the United States,
officials in Brasilia said Monday.

The group went missing "during a
purported crossing by sea from the
Bahamas to the United States," a
foreign ministry statement said.

The migrants' families have not
heard from them since November 6,
the foreign ministry said.

"There are about 20 Brazilians
(who have gone missing). So far,
there is no information about their
whereabouts, nor about the vessel
that supposedly was going to take
them to the United States,” the for-
eign ministry added.

Brazilian media reports said there
were also dozens of other migrants
aboard the boat, which officials sus-
pect went down while attempting the
roughly 50-mile (80-kilometer) cross-
ing between the Bahamas and the
Florida coast.

The Brazilian embassy in Nassau,
Bahamas and the Brazilian consulate in
Miami, Florida, are in contact with
family members and authorities to try to
locate the missing persons, officials said.

The Brazilian foreign ministry said
it was not ruling out the possibility
that the migrants could be in prison
or missing for other reasons.

But silence from everyone in such
a large group, known to have been
being trafficked into the US, raises
many concerns.

Several Brazilian media outlets
reported that family members of the
missing migrants told them their kin
paid thousands of dollars to "coy-
otes," people traffickers who smuggle
them into the US.

The busiest such route was from
Grand Bahama to the Palm Beach
area of Florida; now it may include
Bimini closer to Miami, or other
Bahamian islands.

The sister of one of the Brazilians
missing after allegedly traveling to
the Bahamas told CBN radio station
Globo that it was the third time he
was trying to enter the US.

A village
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He also notes that of late a rise in the
price of paints used in finishing
design work also offers local potters a
challenge.

Pots and pans, flower tubs, vases,
showpieces, lamps, umbrella stands,
portraits, toys and wall tiles: the
nimble hands of Bijoypur's potters
bring intricate designs to any project.
In recognition of their skill, buyers
arrive from Dhaka and other cities to
purchase in bulk. Bijoypur pottery is
sold nationwide.

As with other Bangladeshi pottery
centres Bijoypur these days struggles
to realise reasonable profits from
pottery. A few of the local potters
have been able to set up their own
businesses. Artisans live in the hope
that future initiatives such as flexible
loan facilities and export develop-
ment will be able to turn the tide and
help their heritage industry survive.

Myanmar Navy shoots
6 Bangladeshi fishermen

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Six Bangladeshi fishermen were
injured as Myanmar navy opened fire
on their trawler in the Bay of Bengal
near the St Martin's Island yesterday
morning.

The injured fishermen are Osman
Gani, 22, Rafiqul Islam, 30, and Nur
Ahmed, 32, of Nuniar Chhara in the
town, and Saiful Islam, 35, of
Maheshkhali upazila, Names of two
other victims could not be known
immediately.

Coast Guard and locals said 14
boatmen and fishermen on a fishing
trawler owned by Md Rahim Sawdagor
of Cox's Bazar went to fish in the Bay
four days ago. They were fishing on the

east of Chhera Dwip near the 5t
Martin's yesterday.

A Myanmar navy ship suddenly
chased their trawler and opened fire on
it. The fishermen tried to escape
without their fishing net but could not
leave unhurt.

When the fishing trawler reached
the St Martin's ghat around 5:00pm
locals and Coast Guard personnel took
the injured to a local health complex.
From there the victims were shifted to
Teknaf Upazila Health Complex with
bullet injuries in their legs, hands and
other parts.

Md Saiful Absar, Coast Guard
official in charge at the St Martin's, said
the fishermen were in Bangladeshi
waters when they came under attack.

Cheetahs
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by more than 85 percentin 16 years and
fewer than 50 individuals survive in
[ran, the Zoological Society of London
(Z5L) and Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) warned.

The report's authors said cheetahs
should be listed as "Endangered”
instead of "Vulnerable" on the
International Union for Conservation
of Nature's (IUCN) Red List of
Threatened Species.

The study published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, estimated that just 7,100
cheetahs remain in the wild, occupy-
ing just nine percent of the territory
they once lived in.

“The cheetah is sprinting towards
the edge of extinction and could soon
be lost forever unless urgent, land-
scape-wide conservation action is
taken,"” ZS5L said in a statement.

There were an estimated 100,000
cheetahs at the beginning of the 20th
century, according to previous esti-
mates.

"Given the secretive nature of this
elusive cat, it has been difficult to
gather hard information on the spe-
cies, leading to its plight being over-
looked," said Sarah Durant, the
report's lead author and project leader
for the Rangewide Conservation
Programme for Cheetah and African

Wild Dog.

"Our findings show that the large
space requirements for cheetah, cou-
pled with the complex range of threats
faced by the species in the wild, meant
that it is likely to be much more
vulnerable to extinction than was
previously thought," she said.

Cheetahs travel widely in search of
prey with some home ranges esti-
mated at up to 3,000 square kilometres
(1,158 square miles).

The study found that 77 percent of the
animal's remaining habitat falls outside
protected areas, leaving it especially
vulnerable to human interference.

The main risks are humans hunting
their prey, habitat loss, illegal trafficking
of cheetah parts and the exotic pet trade,
according to the study.

Durant hailed recent commitments
taken by the international community,
including on stemming the flow of live
cats from the Horn of Africa region.

"We've just hit the reset button in
our understanding of how close
cheetahs are to extinction,"” said Kim
Young-Overton, from the wild cat
conservation organisation Panthera.

"Securing protected areas alone is not
enough. We must think bigger, conserv-
ing across the mosaic of protected and
unprotected landscapes that these far-
reaching catsinhabit," shesaid.

Workers Party proposes
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Hamid said mutual trust and confi-
dence is very important in democracy
and that all political parties should
participate in elections with "sports-
man spirit”.

Menon told The Daily Star that the
formation of constitutional council is
possible under the Election
Commission law.

"If it is not possible by law, the
government should amend the consti-
tution. [ don't see any problem.”

The party requested Hamid to
promulgate an ordinance or convene
parliament session on emergency
basis to enact the law, saying it would
take a maximum of 15-30 days.

As an alternative to constitutional
council, a search committee compris-
ing heads of the constitutional bodies,
including the chief justice, chairman of
the Anti-Corruption Commission,
comptroller and auditor general and
attorney general, can recommend
three people against each post of
election commission.

They will then be short-listed by the
Business Advisory Committee before
the president makes the appoint-
ments.

Hamid said there were similarities
in the proposals put forward by differ-
ent political parties during their
dialogues with him.

Workers Party proposed five-
member election commission with
two of them women,

To this, the president assured it of
appointing at least one woman since
other parties also demanded appoint-
ment of women.

Workers Party also demanded that
people accused and convicted of war
crimes and/or involved in any commu-
nal organisation be banned from
taking partin any election.

The law should ban “money game”,
criminal and communal activities and
direct and indirect interference of the
administration in elections. The BNP
and other political parties' proposal to
include defence forces in the defini-
tion of law enforcing agencies in
election-related law is not acceptable
by any means, the delegation said.

Emerging from the meeting, Menon
thanked Hamid for holding talks with
political parties.

"I think the president's initiative
will be a successful one.”

The president assured Workers
Party of considering its proposal.

"I will consider your proposal, but
you will also have to think how much [
can do," party member Anisur
Rahman Mollick quoted Hamid as
saying.

The tenure of the EC led by Chief
Election Commissioner Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad will expire in
February next year.

The president's office began the
dialogues on December 18 on forma-
tion of the next EC. Hamid already sat
with the BNP, Jatiya Party, LDP,
Krishok Sromik Janata League and
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal.

According to the schedule, he will
hold talks with Bangladesh
Nationalist Front (BNF) and Islami
Oikya Jote tomorrow.

Dragged into
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militant organisation after coming
under huge pressure from her hus-
band.

Shaila Sharmin Preoty, wife of key
militant suspect Nurul Islam Marzan,
had left home with her husband as she
was an orphan and had no shelter, said
the CTU chief.

Even Shakira, who killed herself by
detonating a suicide wvest during
Saturday's drive in Ashkona, was
radicalised by her second husband
Sumon, Monirul claimed.

He, however, said women becom-
ing suicide attackers was not a normal
trend, it is rather an exceptional
incident in Bangladesh.

Shakira possibly became a suicide
attacker out of frustration after
Sumon was arrested around a month
ago. Her first husband Igbal had died
of cancer.

Monirul also said two other women
-- Trisha Moni, wife of “Neo JMB”
leader Maynul Islam Musa, who is on
the run, and Jebunnahar Shila, widow
of Major (retd) Jahid alias Murad, who
was killed during an anti-militancy

militancy

drive in Mirpur, have affection to their
children and did not try to carry out
suicide attacks. They surrendered to
police after a successful negotiation.

According to the DMP official, the
Ashkona den was basically the resi-
dence of Musa where family members
of at least three dead militants took
shelter.

The flat was also used as an office
where some other militants used to
pay visits.

Monirul said police were trying to
know from the two females, now on
seven-day remand each, about the
sources and carriers of arms and
ammunition and money, details about
those who frequented the house and
the plan of their next course of action.

“We are yet to get any concrete
information regarding the source of
arms and ammunition and the money.
It could be known following the arrest
of Musa,” he added.

The police official said the militant
group might have aimed to carry out
attacks centering the Charismas as
three suicide vests were kept ready and
there were many grenades there.
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Human error led to
Colombia soccer
plane crash

REUTERS, Bogota

Errors by the pilot, airline and
Bolivian regulators are to blame for a
plane crash in Colombia that killed
71 people last month, including most
of Brazil's Chapecoense soccer team,
Colombia aviation authorities said
on Monday.

The plane, operated by Bolivia-
based charter company LaMia,
crashed on a wooded hillside near
Medellin because the pilot failed to
refuel en route and did not report
engine failures caused by the lack of
fuel until it was too late, officials
said.

"No technical factor was part of
the accident, everything involved
human error, added to a manage-
ment factor in the company's admin-
istration and the management and
organization of the flight plans by
the authorities in Bolivia,”
Colombia's Secretary for Air Safety
Colonel Freddy Bonilla told journal-
15ts.

Aviation authorities in Bolivia and
the airline "accepted conditions for
the flight presented in the flight plan
that were unacceptable,” Bonilla
added.

Besides a lack of fuel, the plane
was over its weight limit by nearly
400 kilograms (881 Ibs) and was not
certified to fly at the altitude at which
the journey took place, Bonilla said.

The preliminary conclusions of
Colombia's investigation coincide
with assertions by Bolivian authori-
ties last week that LaMia and the
plane's pilot were directly responsible
for the accident.

Pilot Miguel Quiroga was also a
co-owner of the airline and was killed
in the crash.

Gustavo Vargas Gamboa, LaMia's
chief executive, was jailed pending
trial earlier this month on man-
slaughter and other charges, which he
has denied.

His son Gustavo Vargas Villegas, a
former official with Bolivia's aviation
authority, is also being held on
charges that he misused his influence
in authorizing the license of the
plane that crashed. He also says he is
innocent.

Criminal charges have also been
brought against LaMia co-owner
Marco Antonio Rocha Benegas,
whose whereabouts are unknown,
and air traffic controller Celia
Castedo, who fled Bolivia after the
crash and is seeking asylum in Brazil.

No recruitment
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took several lakh taka from some
jobseekers.

The exams were held at Tajul's
office at the MP Hostel on Monday to
ensure selection of particular candi-
dates, added the report.

The lawmaker claimed he was too
sick to visit Phulbari for holding the
written and viva-voce exams there.

Tajul further said he took into
consideration violation of the elec-
toral code of conduct of the Kurigram
District Council polls which is slated
for today. Electoral rules bars law-
maker from staying in the districts for
a stipulated period.

About entertaining the job appli-
cants, he said the jobseekers were
served with food at the LD Hall at the
Parliament Members Club as they
were from his constituency
(Kurigram-2).

He rejected outright the allegation
of taking money from candidates.

Three vice-principal hopefuls were
present at Tajul's city residence yester-
day when this correspondent met the
lawmaker. The three are Moinul Haq
Khandaker, Mukul Hossain Pramanik
and Golam Wadud.

Pointing at the three candidates,
Tajul said any of the three would be
picked as the vice-principal.

Talking to this newspaper at her
parliament office, Speaker Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury yesterday said
no exams were held at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

NCC polls
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while exchanging Christmas greetings
with Christians at her Gulshan office.

The government wanted to take
credit that a fair election was held
under its watch. But, voters' turnout
and and several other things show
the December 22 polls were not fair,
she said.

On the formation of the new
Election Commission, she said that
without a strong EC, it's not possible
to restore democracy.

Khaleda said she already presented
her proposal for such an EC, which
would work neutrally and treat all
parties equally.

“We have said there can be discus-
sions on the framework. If anyone
gives a better idea, it can be included.
We should reach a consensus on the
issue through talks with all parties.”

But an independent and neutral
EC is not enough for holding a fair
election. A polls-time neutral govern-
ment 1s also necessary to assist the
commission to do its work properly,
she added.

Demand raised
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Monday when his manager went to the
academy to collect aform to apply fora
stall in the book fair, scheduled to start
on February 1.

Jyotirmoy Barua, a Supreme Court
lawyer, told the demonstration that
the Bangla Academy operated under a
law and that the DG had no legal
authority to ban any book or any
publication house. “It will be deemed
illegal if they do so. The director
general did it by force.”

Rights activist Khushi Kabir said
that someone's personal interest could
not be the basis of such a decision.

The DG's job is to carry out admin-
istrative and development work of the
academy and that he cannot ban any
publisher, she noted.

Singer and cultural activist Kafil
Ahmed said the Bangla Academy must
immediately withdraw its “illegal
decision”.

Terming the ban an "attack” on free-
thinkers, Jamshed Anwar Tapan,
general secretary of Udichi, said they
would continue the protest until the
government met their demand.

Sharifuzzaman Sharif, general
secretary of Nagorik Sanghati, said the
DG made the decision out of personal
vengeance as well as to please extrem-
ists. “So we demand his dismissal.”

The Daily Star spoke with chief and six
other members of the 12-member
executive council of the Bangla Academy.
One member said the decision was made
because of Shrabon Prokashani's stance
against the academy:.

“There's nothing personal here,”
the member claimed.

Four other members said they could
not remember if any such decision was
made and that they needed to check
before making any comments. A sixth
member said he was not aware of the
decision as he was not present at the
meeting,

Talking to The Daily Star last night,
Bangla Academy Director General Prof
Shamsuzzaman Khan, also chief of the
executive council, said they had every
right to take such actions against any
publisher.

“The decision was made |against
Shrabon] for its stance against the fair,
not for any personal vengeance,” he
added.

“He |Robin| actually wants to foil
the book fair. He is doing it as partof a
certain quarter,” he claimed.

During this year's book fair in
February, the academy closed down
Ba-Dwip Prakashan's stall for selling a
book that "hurt religious sentiments”.
Later, law enforcers arrested three
people, including the editor of the
book.

At the time, Robin took a stance so
that the book could still be sold at the
fair, Jalal Ahmed, a director of Bangla
Academy, told The Daily Star.

The academy's executive council

was of the opinion that his stance went
against the “greater interest of the fair”,
he added.

Replying to a question, Jalal said if
Robin submitted an application
seeking review of the decision, the
council would discuss it.

Contacted, Robin said he did
nothing about the sale of the the book
and that he along with others had only
protested the way Shamsuzzoha Manik,
editor of the book, was arrested.

He said Bangla Academy "banned”
his publishing house for condemning
Manik's arrest in a TV talk show, and
for demanding his release at a rally
organised by his friends at Shahbagh.

"Now, the authorities of the Bangla
Academy are trying to instigate funda-
mentalists against me," Robin said, but
the DG denied this.

[t's hard
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lack of regulatory efforts, said BIGD
Executive Director Sultan Hafeez
Rahman, who chaired the launching
ceremony yesterday.

Many footpaths in the city are under
illegal occupation, he said.

Citing research findings, Rahman
said every year, around Tk 1,825 crore
is collected from street vendors who
occupy the pavements illegally. The
amount is nearly equal to the com-
bined annual budget of the two city
corporations, he added.

Prof Nazrul Islam, noted researcher
and honorary chairman of research
organisation Centre for Urban Studies,
said proper transport management is
the first precondition for a functional
traffic system. “But nobody [here| cares
for the traffic rules.”

Naim Ahmed, a former commis-
sioner of Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
said reckless driving by some rowdy
drivers is also to blame for traffic jams.

Hossain Zillur Rahman, executive
director of Power and Participation
Research Centre, said traffic conges-
tion is slowing down the economic
growth of Bangladesh at a time when it
is dreaming to become a middle-
income country.

Talking to The Daily Star about the
limitations of traffic police, Nusrat Jahan
Mukta, a senior assistant commissioner
of DMP's traffic division, said they
cannot enforce traffic rules properly
mainly dueto lack of manpower.

Police also lack wreckers for towing
illegally parked wvehicles, she said,
adding that in many cases, they have
nothing to do as the relevant authori-
ties remain silent when the designated
parking spaces near buildings are used
for commercial purposes.

Moreover, the traffic signals in the
city are maintained manually and it
requires a huge number of traffic
police personnel, making the job of
the police quite difficult, she added.

Govt blocks
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After receiving the list the operators
have started to comply with the direc-
tive. However, a few of the websites
could not be blocked immediately due
to technical challenges, said BTRC
officials,

The government actually wants to
create massive awareness about the
issue and as much hurdle as possible
in browsing those sites, said Tarana
Halim, state minister for post and
telecommunications division, over
phone yesterday:.

“Initially we have decided to block
around 500 websites that contain
pornography, obscene pictures and
video contents. In the first phase we
will go for blocking the locally hosted
sites,” added Tarana.

The Daily Star has obtained a copy
of an email that contained a list of 510
websites branded as pornographic by
an offensive online content control
committee. The BTRC has directed the
operators to block those sites.

About 70 to 80 percent of the
pornography sites, operated from
overseas, would also be blocked in
phases, Tarana observed.

“We are trying to impose some
restrictions and trying to create hurdles
for random pornographic site brows-
ing, particularly for those who are
under 18," Tarana added.

The telecom division also plans to
tag with the information ministry to
launch a massive awareness
programme targeting guardians and
teenagers.

MA Hakim, president of the Internet
Service Providers Association
Bangladesh, said they had got a letter
from BTRC and were complying with it.

“"We take bandwidth from the I1G's
and IIG operators and have already
blocked those sites. For double protec-
tion we have also taken some other
measures,” Hakim added.

Pornography creates massive prob-
lems in our society and the telecom
division had taken it as a challenge,
said Tarana.

Earlier on November 28, Tarana
conducted a meeting with the BTRC,
law-enforcement agencies, ICT divi-
sion, telecom department and infor-
mation ministry officials to discuss the
issue and formed a committee to find
out a way to detect porn sites.

In its investigation the committee
found some sites that contain different
e-commerce products side by side with

some pornographic contents. The
committee could not decide about
those sites, said a member of the
comimittee.

In its first meeting the committee
fixed three targets including blocking
porn websites in the first phase. Now
the committee is fixing the next course
of action, the minister added.

“We want to follow good practices
exercised in different countries in this
regard,” she said.

The government has no intention to
prepare any list of porn site visitors,
which is technically impossible, as it is
bound and committed to protecting
privacy of every citizen, she added.

The High Court last year directed
the government to stop pornography
and obscene pictures from being
uploaded and shared through mobile
phones and social media including
Facebook and Twitter.

Top officials of different operators
said a few years ago BTRC also took
some initiative to block pornographic
websites and detected and blocked
ISR B2
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month, he has been forced to revise his
prediction.

"Conditions indicate that Irag needs
three months to eliminate Daesh [IS],"
state TV quoted Abadi as saying.

The city has been held by the group
since its fighters drove the Iraqi army
outin June 2014,

The offensive to retake it was launched
on 17 October, but after initially making
rapid gains with the seizures of towns
and villages surrounding the city,
progress has subsequently slowed.

As troops entered the city in early
November, they were targeted by
snipers, suicide bombers and shellfire.
Bad weather also hampered their
advance, with poor visibility limiting
the ability of aircraft to provide cover.

More than a million civilians are
thought to have remained in Mosul
and reports have suggested that Isis has
been killing people for not cooperat-
ing at the fighting intensifies.

Civilians and aid workers have also
died caught in “indiscriminate mortar
fire", the UN said.

Some 1,959 members of the Iraqi
security forces were killed across the
country in November -- almost three
times the figure for October, according
to the UN. Some 926 civilians were
killed and 930 others were injured.



