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Sri Lankans walk past a Christmas tree displayed in Colombo yesterday. Sri Lanka surpassed the world record for the tallest artificial Christmas tree
despite building delays forcing organisers to prune the structure by almost half, an official said. Cricket legend Arjuna Ranatunga initiated plans to build

the record-breaking tree in Colombo, but ran into opposition from the Catholic church which said the money would be better spent on charity.
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HRW urges Libyan
govt to protect
civilians from Sirte

AFP, Tripoli

Human Rights Watch on Saturday
urged the Libyan government to
protect civilians who were detained
after fleeing former Islamic State
group stronghold Sirte.

"Libyan authorities should ensure
the safety of and urgently provide
medical care for more than 120
women and children being held in a
Misrata prison" on suspicion of
jihadist links, it said.

Forces allied with Libya's unity
government said on December 5 that
they had ousted IS from the coastal
city, 450 kilometres east of Tripoli,
after seven months of fighting.

The jihadists had seized Sirte, the
hometown of slain dictator Moamer
Gaddafi, in June 2015 amid the chaos
following Gaddatfi's downfall in 2011.

Obamas send
their final
Xmas message

AFP, Washington

President Barack Obama and first
lady Michelle Obama sent their final
Christmas salutations from the White
House on Saturday, highlighting
common values uniting Americans of
all faiths.

"The idea that we are our brother's
keeper and our sister's keeper. That
we should treat others as we would
want to be treated," Michelle Obama
said.

"Those are values that help guide
not just my family's Christian faith,
but that of Jewish Americans, and
Muslim Americans; nonbelievers and
Americans of all backgrounds,"” the
president added.

The Obamas' seasonal greeting
comes at a time when America is
deeply divided after a brutal presi-
dential campaign that pitched popu-
list Donald Trump and his frequently
incendiary rhetoric against Hillary
Clinton.

The Obamas appeared jovial in
their greeting, showing a flashback to
the filming of their first Christmas
message in 2009, when the president
couldn't stop giggling.

Barack Obama also used the
address to re-cap his time in office,
saying the country was much stronger
than it had been than when he suc-
ceeded George W. Bush.

"Together, we fought our way back
from the worst recession in 80 years,
and got unemployment to a nine-
year low," he said.

"We made America more respected
around the world, took on the man-
tle of leadership in the fight to pro-
tect this planet for our kids, and
much, much more.”

As is custom, the couple also
thanked US troops and their families.

Police arrest
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A case was filed with Bandarban
Sadar Police Station in connection
with the incident on Saturday night,
Rafiqul Islam, officer-in-charge of
the police station, said they were inter-
rogating the arrestee to determine
whether he was involved in the crime.
The victim has been undergoing
treatment at Bandarban Sadar
Hospital.

Christmas celebrated
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programmes. The day was a public
holiday.

Security in the capital city and
different places around the country
was beefed up to ensure peaceful
celebration of Christmas.

Shorot Gomes, auxiliary bishop of
Dhaka, said Christmas brings happi-
ness and peace among the people,
and it is also a day of forgiveness.

“In our prayers, we prayed for
peace and prosperity of our country
as well as mankind," he told The
Daily Star at Kakrail Church.

Moni Gomes, a music teacher
who participated in prayers at Rani
Jopmala church in the capital's
Farmgate area, said Christmas is the
celebratory day among the Christian
community as they can meet their
friends and relatives at church and also
have lots of fun.

"The greatness of the day will be
fulfilled if we can make our souls
pure following the ideals of Jesus
Christ,” she said adding, "We prayed
to God for the salvation of corrupted

souls who are involved in terrorist
activities and pray and wish that they
are brought to live a normal life."

Nine-year-old Peter D'Rozario
who came to the church with his
parents said, "This is a special day for
us as we go to churches and homes of
our relatives and get different pres-
ents.”

In Barisal, more than 20,000
members of the three major
Christian sects, amid tight security
measures, celebrated the Christmas
with lot of joys by arranging special
prayers and discussions.

Six Christian Churches of the city,
including Mother Teresa's Home
and Christian Religious Training
Centre, and other Christian institu-
tions organised different types of
programmes to mark the holy day.

In Narayanganj, Saint Paul's
Church and Baptist Church organ-
ised several programmes to celebrate
the day. Deputy Commissioner
Rabbi Miah and Police Super Moinul
Haque inaugurated the day's
programime.

AL tries to quell
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Narayanganj City Corporation polls
were the best example of party unity
yielding good results. In the elections,
AlL-nominated mayor candidate
Selina Hayat Ivy defeated her rival
BNP's Shakhawat Hossain by a large
margin.

As the first of the AL initiatives, AL
General Secretary Obaidul Quader
yesterday held a closed-door meeting
with Chittagong city AL President
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury and the
unit's general secretary and also city
mayor AJM Nasir Uddin to resolve the
longstanding rivalry between the two
at Mohiuddin's Chashma Hill resi-
dence in the port city.

In the meeting, Quader also called
upon Chhatra League leaders of the
Chittagong city and Chittagong
University units to refrain from any
activity that would tarnish the image
of the party and the government, said
party sources.

“We are going to take an all-out
preparation for the national elections
and we have started out journey today
from Chittagong. I hope all of us will
work together and will be able to
create a strong team here like we did
in Narayanganj,” the sources quoted
Quader as saying.

He said the party started the "jour-
ney’ from Chittagong “considering
itsimportance after the capital”.

“We have just two years before the
elections. We want to solve all the
problems inside the party. We will
conclude the conferences of our front
organisations within the next six
months,” Quader was quoted as
saying by the sources.

Chittagong city AL has two rival
factions led by Mohiuddin and Nasir.
In 2015, Mohiuddin had declared to
contest for the mayor in the
Chittagong City Corporation elec-
tions. However, the party nominated
AJM Nasir as its candidate, dissatisfy-
ing the supporters of Mohiuddin.

Contacted, Mohiuddin yesterday
told The Daily Star that the BCL in
Chittagong has some “issues” and
that they were trying to solve them
through discussions.

“The elections are coming. We
hope we would be able to build a
strong base at the root level [of the
party] before the elections,” he said.

Asked about the “distance”
between the two top AL leaders in
Chittagong, A]JM Nasir said, “There is

no distance or gap within the AL,
What you see is the differences of
opinion. He [Quader]| has instructed
us to speed up the organisational
activities.”

Asked about the AL initiative,
Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, organ-
ising secretary of the party, said, "We
are working to rejuvenate and
strengthen the party resolving all the
conflicts.”

Mahbubul Alam Hanif, joint gen-
eral secretary of the AL, told The Daily
Star, “The Awami League does not
want any sort of feud at any level of
the party. We will sit with the leaders
of the districts having internal con-
flicts and bring back party discipline
there by resolving the crisis.”

Garment

FROM PAGE 16
days the factories remained closed, he
said.

About the cases filed against the
workers, Siddiqur said those would be
handled under the law of the country.

On the workers who have been
terminated during the unrest, the
BGMEA chief said the respective man-
agement of the factory would make the
final decision in this regard.

When asked, he could not instantly
say the exact amount of losses the
factories incurred due to the closure.

Talking about the workers' prob-
lems, he said if any house owner in
Ashulia area increases house rent in
the next three years, local workers can
complain about the matter to the
nearby police station or local union
parishad chairman or any local public
representative.

The workers can also make com-
plaints to the BGMEA office as there is
a hotline, he said.

Ashulia is considered one of the
important industrial hubs and it is
home to most compliant and large
factories. The factories there mostly
supply high-end products to upscale
customers,

More than 350 factories are located
in the area and their contribution in
FY2015-16 was over 20 percent of the
$28 billion garment export, according
to industry insiders.

Earlier, a factory owner had told The
Daily Star that over 1.5 lakh workers
were in trouble following the closure
of the factories in Ashulia.

Suicide bomber
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certainly targeting a religious site, but
we cannot say exactly which one. It's
Christmas day and there are prayers”
being said everywhere, Midjiyawa
Bakari, governor of the Far North
region of Cameroon, told AFP.

""We have two deaths reported at
the site, the suicide bomber and a
member of a security committee, and
a third person died at hospital,” he
said, referring to a 19-year-old stu-
dent.

The governor added that there
were also five others wounded and
hospitalised but their condition was
not life-threatening.

Police have surrounded a Christian
church in the town of Mora which
has been locked down by soldiers, a
Christian teacher there who
requested anonymity told AFP. The
region is home to Christians,
Muslims and animists.

Northern Cameroon, bordering
Nigeria and Chad, has been fre-
quently targeted by Boko Haram
Islamists who have waged an insur-
gency in northern Nigeria since 2009.

The Camercoonian army has joined
a regional offensive to end Boko
Haram's brutal insurgency that has
left at least 20,000 people dead and
some 2.6 million displaced.

Poor show
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and continued until 10:30am.

There was tension on the campus as
the RU unit of Bangladesh Chhatra
League and Rajshahi city unit of Awami
League stopped four recruitment tests
within three days this month, demand-
ing recruitment of their men.

Some 520 people applied after the
authorities had published a job
vacancy notice on October 31 for the
posts of nine teachers, an assistant
accountant, an office assistant and
two general staff at Sheikh Russel
Model School.

Of them, only 329 applicants sat
for the examination.

Amir Jafar, a deputy commissioner
of Rajshahi Metropolitan Police, said
they deployed additional policemen
on campus to avert any untoward
incident following the university
authorities' request.

Meanwhile, Rajshahi city AL lead-
ers said they decided to postpone
their movement against RU recruit-
ment following a "discussion" with
the university's vice-chancellor.

Rajshahi city AL President AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton said the univer-
sity's vice-chancellor called him on
Saturday and assured him of sitting
with them to hear their objections to
the recruitment.

"After the talks, I understood that
the university's pro-VC took some
initiatives without discussing with us,
and it caused a misunderstanding
between the university authorities and
the Awami League leaders,” he said.

Contacted, RU Vice Chancellor
Prof Mizan Uddin admitted to calling
Liton and said he would sit with
Liton after returning to Rajshahi.

Prof Chowdhury Sarwar Jahan, RU
pro-VC, said the university authori-
ties did not do anything which could
lead to any misunderstanding,

"We want to clearly say that the
recruitment process will follow stan-
dard rules,” he said.

RU correspondent contributed to this

report.

BB now using
3-tier security

UUNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Bank is implementing a
"remediation plan" to build a fool-
proof security system to prevent any
further breaches in its overseas transac-
tions, following the $81 million heist
incident in February 2016.

"We've started the implementation
of the remediation plan after the
February heist. The governing board of
the Bangladesh Bank approved the
plan in May this year,” said a top offi-
cial at the central bank.

He said implementing the
"remediation plan" will need at least
another six months, including installa-
tion of a new security mechanism to
prevent all kinds of threat from inter-
national cyber hackers.

According to official sources,
Bangladesh Bank, Federal Reserve
Bank of New York and the Swift
authorities have taken some short- and
long-term measures to check any fur-
ther fraud immediately after the
February incident.

But the trio had to take up a coordi-
nated plan to make their overseas
transaction system a foolproof one,
said a top official at the Bangladesh
Bank.

"We're now implementing the plan
which needs some procurement of
hardware and software, We hope, will
be able to complete the implementa-
tion of the plan within the next six
months,” said a senior official of the
central bank who preferred not to be
named as the matter is "very sensi-
tive".

Official sources said Bangladesh has
long been using the SWIFT (Society for
Worldwide Inter-bank Financial
Telecommunication, an inter-bank
messaging system that allows for large
cash transfers between banks) system
for its overseas transaction since it
provides an exclusive online channel
to transfer money:.

But in November 2015, Bangladesh
Bank launched "Real-Time Gross
Settlement (RTGS) system” with the
help of SWIFT to facilitate local busi-
nesses' international transactions on a
real-time basis.

“The new system virtually made
infiltration easier to get the access to
the exclusive SWIFT channel which
ultimately brought on the disaster in
February last,” the central bank source
told UNB.

According to him, RTGS is an open
system used by multiple users from
local and international arena to make

their business transactions, while
SWIFT is an exclusive online platform
used by the central banks of different
countries and also by leading interna-
tional financial institutions to send
and receive their transaction-related
messages.

The source said that soon after the
heist in February, all the parties pri-
marily identified "the connectivity
between SWIFT and RTGS" as the main
loophole that provided cyber crimi-
nals an entry into the system.

The international hackers even
broke the firewall which was being
used to protect the system, he added.

“So, we instantly suspended the
joint operation of SWIFT and RTGS
and the connectivity between them.
The central bank board endorsed the
decision,” he said, adding that this
measure was taken in consultation
with the two other parties (Swift
authority and the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York).

Since then, Bangladesh Bank has
been operating the Swift and RTGS
systems separately, and now there is no
connectivity between them anymore,
said the BB top official.

Bangladesh Bank, Swift and the US
Federal Reserve are now using a three-
tier system for making the overseas
transactions more secure.

In the three-tier system, Bangladesh
Bank now sends and receives messages
online, then checks it manually and
then communicates over telephone to
confirm the transaction. In the current
system, voice identification is also
being used by the parties.

Besides, the Federal Reserve and
SWIFT introduced 24-hour service in
their operations, with no stoppage for
holidays following the Bangladesh
heist incident, said the BB official.

But all of these are short-term mea-
sures and Bangladesh Bank has been
advised to implement a long-term
plan under which Bangladesh Bank
has floated a number of international
bids to procure some hardware and
software to make its system more
secure. The remediation plan is
intended for that purpose.

Contacted, Bangladesh Bank
Executive Director and Spokesman
Suvankar Saha declined to disclose any
details on the measures taken by the
central bank to check any further
heists.

"A comprehensive plan is being
implemented in this regard. But it's too
early to brief on the issue,” he told
UNB.

Rare Amazon
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father-of-four Stuckert. “To think that
in the 21st century, there are still peo-
ple who have no contact with civilisa-
tion, living like their ancestors did
20,000 years ago - it's a powerful emo-
tion.”

The same tribe gained global atten-
tion in 2008 after officers from Brazil's
indigenous affairs agency, Fundacao
Nacional do indio (FUNALI), released
photographs of tribesmen in red body
paint launching arrows at their low-
flying plane.

On this occasion, the tribespeople
also fired a barrage of arrows at the
helicopter.

FUNAI expert José Carlos Meirelles,
who has worked with and studied
Brazil's indigenous tribes for more
than 40 years, said the same tribe kept
moving locations. “These groups
change locations every four years or
so,” said Meirelles, speaking to
National Geographic. “They move
around. But it's the same group.”

Earlier this year, extraordinary new
photos emerged of a Yanomami indig-
enous tribe in the Brazilian Amazon
close to the Venezuelan border.
Meirelles said the tribe, which includes
around 300 people, appeared healthy.
He said the plots of corn, manioc and
bananas he saw could feed up to 100
people.

“It was surprisingly powerful and
emotional,” said Stuckert. “The experi-
ence touched me deeply as a unique
event.

JSD to meet

FROM PAGE 16
would extend its support to the presi-
dent's initiative.

Earlier, the president sat with the
BNP on December 18, Jatiya Party on
December 20, LDP and Krishak Sramik
Janata League on December 22 over
formation of the new EC.

The tenure of the current EC, led by
Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmad, expires in
February next year.

President Hamid is also scheduled
to sit with Workers Party, a component
of the grand alliance, on December 27,
Bangladesh Nationalist Front and
[slami Oikya Jote on December 29,
Jatiya Party (Manju) on January 2 and
Tarikat Federation and Bangladesh
Jatiya Party, a component of the BNP-
led 20-party alliance, on January 3,
sources in the Bangabhaban said.

“We live in an age when men have
been to the moon. Yet here in Brazil
there are people who continue to live
as humankind has for tens of thou-
sands of years.”

The state of Acre, home to this tribe,
imposes strict anti-logging laws. The
jungle across the border in Peru, how-
ever, is reportedly rife with illegal
logging, gold prospectors and drug
traffickers.

Deforestation in the Brazilian rain-
forest increased massively in 2014
when itrose by 467 percent.

Forest covers approximately 31
percent of the planet, according to the
World Wildlife Fund, and up to 58,000
sq miles of forest is lost each year. The
WWTF says this is equivalent to around
48 football fields every minute.

Saudi soldier
killed near
Yemen border

AFP, Riyadh

A Saudi soldier was killed in a cross-
border firefight with Yemeni rebels,
the interior ministry said yesterday.

A border post was attacked overnight
by Huthi rebels, a spokesman said,
adding that one soldier wounded in the
exchange died before reaching hospital.

He was the latest of at least 111 Saudi
soldiers and civilians to die in the
country's south since the kingdom
launched a coalition to battle Yemeni
insurgents in March 2015.

Most Saudi casualties have been
from retaliatory cross-border rocket
attacks or combat.

But there have also been previous
deadly mine blasts in Jazan.

In Yemen itself, more than 7,000
people have been killed, mostly civil-
ians, since March last year according to
the United Nations.

A Yemeni military official said yes-
terday that five rebels were killed in a
coalition air raid in the southern
Shabwa province.

Also in Shabwa, three armed tribes-
man were killed in an ambush by
fighters belonging to the Yemeni
branch of al-Qaeda.

President Abedrabbo Mansour
Hadi yesterday visited the port city of
Mukhalla, on Yemen's southeast coast,
for the first time since loyalist forces
retook it from jihadists.



