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Right activists yesterday
demanded that the govern-
ment return the land of
Sahebganj-Bagda sugarcane
farm in Gaibandha's
Gobindaganj to the Santal
community.

Asking to form a judicial
probe committee to investi-
gate the killing of Santal
men, they also demanded
withdrawal of "false cases”
filed against the indigenous
community.

They made the demands at
a protest rally organised by
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum
(BAF) in front of the National
Museum at Shahbagh.

Right activist Khusi Kabir,
coordinator of Nijera Kori,
said as the land belongs to the
Santals, it should be given
back to them instead of
rehabilitating them
elsewhere,

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE and MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

With the Narayanganj city polls only a day away, the whole
electoral area is under tight security to ensure peaceful
atmosphere.

The Dhaka Range police chief yesterday said a directive
was sent to law enforcers to open fire if there was a chaotic
situation over the polls. Action would be taken against any
police official for failing to comply with the directive, he
added.

“There is a legal provision that allows law enforcers to
open fire to ensure security of people’s lives and properties
and also to act in self-defence. Law enforcers would open
fire if anyone tries to capture any polling station and snatch

ballot boxes,” Mahfuzul Huq Nuruzzaman, DIG of police's . ¥ o =y ) Through +I'_hElI‘ CRICAL G,
Dhaka Range, told a press conference in Narayangani. Josna Kutu, a Santal from Gaibandha, cannot hold back her tears as she joins a human chain in front of the city's National Museum yesterday =~ the Awami League has

Around 9,500 BGB, Rab, police and Ansar membershave | under the banners of several rights groups, protesting the eviction of Santal families from the disputed land of Sahebganj-Bagda sugarcane violated its 2008 election

see PAGE 11 coLs | farm in Gobindaganj of Gaibandha. Josna's father died in the November 6 clash between police and Santals during an eviction drive by police. pligg’tsi}::zig' Barua, a

Supreme Court lawyer who
works on human rights,
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Bangladesh Railway and British company DP Rail Ltd yesterday
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for setting up a
240-kilometre rail line between Dhaka and Payra seaport in
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Veggie stew
on the menu
10,000 yrs ago

AFP, Paris

Humans used ceramic pots to
cook wild plants more than
10,000 years ago, well before
the advent of agriculture,
researchers reported Monday.

The findings are the earliest
direct proof that our species
processed plants for food.

The vessels, discovered in
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