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MYMENSINGH SADAR UPAZILA

Sterile plants upset

tomato growers

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

A large number of tomato growers, espe-
cially the users of an imported variety of
seeds, in several villages of Bororchar union
in Mymensingh Sadar upazila are in serious
trouble as the plants hardly see any fruit
during the ongoing peak harvesting season.

Over 400 farmers are engaged in tomato
cultivation in Bagherkanda, Kustiapara,
Bororchar, Kacharipara, Mridhapara,
Boithamari, Battipara, Jafor Mondol and
Modhumari villages in Bororchar union.

In the area popular for vegetable cultiva-
tion, the local markets are now buzzing with
buyers from different areas and trucks
loaded with a variety of winter vegetables
including tomato go for different destina-
tions every day, locals said.

"Last year I got bumper production of
tomato from one hectare of land and sold
the vegetable worth around Tk 5 lakh. This
year I planted Kanak variety of seeds on the
land but I am vet to get any fruit,” said Md
Harun of Bagherkanda.

“1 am now upset as [ had to invest Tk 2 lakh
for tomato cultivation including the costs for
seeds, soil preparation and labourers, " he said.

A good number of farmers have similar

hectares of land in Bororchar area this year
and of it, plants on some 125 hectares see
problem, said sources of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE).

Many farmers in Bororchar started
cultivating 'Kanak', a hybrid wvariety of
tomato seeds imported by Agriconcern Ltd,
a Dhaka-based seed company, a couple of
years ago but the serious problem in fruiting
was seen for the first time this year, said local
farmers and company officials.

"A serious fall in the yield of Kanak
variety of tomato has been noticed in
Mymensingh this year. Following com-
plaints from Bororcahr farmers, we are
contacting them to make a list of the actual
losers,” said Kazi Mahbub Morshed, deputy
managing director of Agriconcern Ltd in
Dhaka.

Denying any fault with the seeds, he said,
"It was planted in September and October.
Excessive heat prevailing that time might be
the cause of sterility and drying out of the
tomato plants.”

Md Altabur Rahman, deputy director of
DAE, said, "The situation might have
occurred due to high amount of nitrogen in
the soil as the plants seemed overgrown.
There might be problems in seeds. Several

Visibly upset farmers see sterile tomato plants at a field of Bagherkanda village in Bororchar ‘  talestotell. teams of DAE visited the area and we are
union under Mymensingh Sadar upazila during the ongoing peak harvesting season. ;:ﬂﬂ' Farmers cultivated tomato on some 200 investigating the matter."
GIFTS FROM SAYEDEE'S SON JHENIDAH DISTRICT COUNCIL POLLS Indian visa

Z1lanagar AL men
claim innocence

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Leaders of Awami League's (AL) Zianagar
upazila unit at a press conference yesterday
claimed that they joined the Victory Day
programme organised by the upazila
parishad, remaining unaware that upazila
parishad Chairman Masood Sayedee, son of
convicted war criminal Delawar Hossain
Sayedee, would attend the event.

"After Masood was elected upazila
parishad chairman, freedom fighters and
Awami League leaders of the upazila did not
allow him to hoist the national flag or deliver
any speech in the Victory Day programmes,"
said Motiur Rahman, upazila unit AL
president, reading out a written speech at the
conference at Pirojpur Press Club.

"Mridha M Moniruzzaman, general
secretary of the upazila Awami League,
protested when Masood was trying to give
gifts to the freedom fighters on December
16. Atone stage, Masood left the scene.

"Masood did everything in a plan way to
save his father war criminal Delawar Hossain
Sayedee, a life term convict, from the shame. |
demand that the authorities concerned
would conduct an impartial investigation
into theincident,"” the AL leadersaid.

But the photos posted on Masood
Sayedee's Facebook page on December 16
show that he was handing over gifts to the
local freedom fighters while a few AL leaders

of the upazila kept standing beside him in a
cheerful mood.

AL candidate violates
election code

Alleges JP aspirant

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Jatiya Party (JP) nominated candi-
date M Harun-ur-Rashid of the
district alleged at a press conference
called by him at his office yesterday
that Awami League (AL) nominated
candidate Kanak Kanti Das violated
the election code of conduct ahead
of the upcoming Zila Parishad polls
on December 28.

He filed a general diary (GD)
with Shailkaupa Police Station in
this connection on Monday.

Harun said supporters of
Kanak Kanti Das attacked him,
vandalised his hired microbus,
blasted bombs and beat up his
supporters while he was cam-
paigning in Ghorshal union
under Sadar upazila on
December 18. They also took
away the microbus, some impor-
tant papers and a magazine with
eight bullets of his licensed pis-
tol, Harun added.

“Kanak's men are threatening
me and my supporters, saying that
they will not let my agents enter
the polling centres. They also said

they will compel the voters to cast
votes in front of them,” Harun
said.

He added that he informed the
district election office several times
about the matter, but no step has
been taken yet. "Finding no alterna-
tive, 1 held a press conference,”
Harun said.

District Election Officer Jahangir
Hossain said three candidates for
the chairman's post have submitted
their nomination papers. They are
AL nominated Kanak Kanti Das, JP
nominated M Harun-ur-Rashid and
JSD nominated Imdadul Haque.
Seventy-two candidates are vying for
15 posts of member, and 18 female
candidates have submitted nomina-
tion papers for five reserved seats.

As many as 967 voters, including
UP chairmen, members, mayor,
councillors, upazila chairmen and
vice- chairmen will cast their votes.
BNP and Jamaat have not nomi-
nated any candidate.

He added that he will look into
the allegation brought against the
ALnominated candidate.

centre kicks
off in Jessore

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

The newly set up Indian
visa processing centre
started receiving visa appli-
cations from visa seekers in
Jessore yesterday.

The centre received a
total of 1,200 applications
till 1:00pm that started
8:00pm on the first day,
said Mofizur Rahman, an
official of the centre.

President of the export-
import subcommittee, India-
Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Limited, Motiur Rahman said
the people of Jessore and
adjacent areas will now be able
to get Indian visas from Jessore,
“It will save time and help visa
seekers to get service without
harassment,” he added.

Journalist Noor Islam said a
long queue of Indian visa
seekers was seen on the first
day, adding that he was happy
with the opening of the centre.

Visa seekers will be able
to submit their applications
after paying the fees through
UCash, officials said. E-
token will be needed for
tourist visas, they added.
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ing nine policemen, injured.

Return sugar mill

University's history department.

Referring to exclusive Al Jazeera footage, which appar-
ently shows police helping set fire to Santal homes in
Gobindaganj, he said Al Jazeera had published a report
based on footage uploaded in social media.

But the country's media failed to run a report on the
issue, taking information from the social media "as the
country's media has no freedom to publish such stories”,

Sanjeeb Drong, general secretary of BAE said the oppres-
sion of the Santal community in Sahebganj-Bagda farm area
violated all kinds of human rights.

He demanded justice and the return of the land to the

Condemning the activities of local union parishad
chairman and officer-in-charge of Gobindaganj Police
Station, Oikya NAP President Pankaj Bhattacharya said, "All
perpetrators should be brought to book.”

Demanding trial of those involved in the torching of
Santal homes and killing of the Santal men, Shaheen Anam,
executive director of Manusher Jonno Foundation, said,
"Constitution ensures the rights of all citizens ... but the
Santals are not being treated equally.”

Rabindranath Saren of Jatiya Adivasi Parishad also spoke

On November 6, a tripartite clash broke out between the
Santals, staff of Rangpur Sugar Mills, and police over the
eviction of the indigenous people from the disputed land.
The clash left three Santal men dead and 20 others, includ-
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