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Indonesian FM
soaks up

Rohingya crisis
Spends much of her
time talking to refugees

at Cox's Bazar camps
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Visiting different Rohingya
refugee camps in Ukhia of
Cox's Bazar, Indonesian
Foreign Minister Retno
Marsudi yesterday wit-
nessed sufferings of the
Rohingyas who are fleeing
persecution in Myanmar's
Rakhine state to seek pro-
tection in Bangladesh.
Marsudi arrived in
Bangladesh Monday night
on a 24-hour visit after
attending a meeting of

foreign ministers from the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (Asean)
countries with Myanmar
State Counsellor and Foreign
Minister Aung San Suu Kyi in
Yangon.

Marsudi accompanied
by her Bangladesh counter-
part AH Mahmood Ali and
State Minister for Foreign
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Life in debt spiralled
out of control

SHAHEEN MOLLAH and MUNTAKIM SAAD

A roadside vegetable trader of the capital's
Shah Ali Mazar who apparently hanged
himselfin his Mirpur house on December
17 soon after finding that his wife had
done so had a debt of around Tk 3 lakh,
say family members.

Motahar Hossain, 40, was seeking
more loans from friends and relatives
for the past three months to cover
those, his wife Shiuly Hossain's, 32,
brother Imdadul Haq told The Daily
Star recently.

Moreover, now there is none in the
extended family who can afford to take
up responsibility of the couple's three
children -- Arif Hossain, 16, Mukta, 12,
and Abid, 5, he said. Arif is to take his
SSC exam next year, Mukta studies in
class VII and Abid scheduled to start
schooling next month.

[mdadul said Motahar often talked
about how he was being crushed under
the burden of debt. But neither
Imdadul nor any other member of his

family had the means to assist him.

Another brother Shahabul said
Motahar came to him a month ago
saying he urgently needed Tk 20,000.
But Shahabul could not give it.

"On Friday (the day before the
suicide), they came to my house at
Ashulia when Motahar was talking about
loans. I heard that sometimes Shiuly and
Motahar had argued over debt,” he said.

A wholesaler from whom Motahar
bought vegetables, Sohrab Deowan, said
Motahar had taken loans on interest
from different persons as running the
trade on the footpath with an assistant
cost more than what was earned.

A dispute over a Tk 80,000 loan was
recently settled on condition that
Motahar had to gradually return at least
Tk 50,000, he said, adding that he too
had lent Motahar Tk 80,000.

He said Motahar had not opened his
shop for the last five days fearing
harassment from lenders. Motahar's
grip on loans apparently spiralled out
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WRAPPING UP CAMP

Clockwise from top left, a child is helped by an

different areas including here in Baburail.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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Chairman aspirants :

mostly businessmen
Says SHUJAN about dist council polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Qut of 149 chairman aspirants of the December 28 elec-
tions to 61 district councils, at least 83 are businessmen
while 23 lawyers and 13 farmers, said Shushashoner Jannoy
Nagorik (SHUJAN) analysing statements submitted to the
Election Commission (EC).

A quarter of the chairman aspirants have either been or |
are accused in cases, the civil society platform told a press *
conference at Dhaka Reporters Unity yesterday, adding that -
there were 2,998 general member and 820 reserved seat
aspirants. :

“There is no information on three chairman aspirants of -
Lalmonirhat in the Election Commission website,” -
SHUJAN Central Coordinator Dilip Kumar Sarkar said.

Dilip, in a written statement, said 102 candidates
attained higher education while 15 did not pass Secondary
School Certificate exams, which is alarming, as the council .
was the highest local government body.

Fifteen candidates are facing cases and 36 had been
accused, he said, adding that 76 chairman aspirants annu- -
ally earned below Tk 5 lakh while six over Tk 1 crore. Dilip .
sald many of the candidates did not provide the present °
market price of their assets.
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crowd to reach out and greet Awami League-backed may-
oral candidate Selina Hayat lvy in Baburail on the last day
of campaigns of the Narayanganj City Corporation polls
yesterday. BNP-backed candidate Shakhawat Hossain Khan
pushes on in Nalua Para. Vehicles kept prepared at the
district court to carry magistrates of mobile courts on elec-
tion day. Boarder Guard Bangladesh has been patrolling
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Murders, low
voter turnout
marred recent

. polls: Report

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT

" The last couple of elections
- in the country were mired in

a rising trend of violence

" while voter turnout and
- participation of candidates
. decreased, states an annual

study report of the Brac
Institute of Governance and

. Development (BIGD).

The clashes among
political parties and intra-

- party feuds during these

. elections resulted in deaths
" and injuries of party men,

- found the report titled,

“The State of Governance

" Bangladesh 2016:
- Regulation Process

Performance”.
The BIGD of Brac
University launched the

. Teport at a programme in the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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6 MYMENSINGH MEN
ICT wants probe
report, if any, in
war crime case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The International Crimes
Tribunal-1 vyesterday
directed the prosecution to
submit probe report, if any,
on February 16 in a case
against six Mymensingh
men for allegedly commit-
ting crimes during the 1971
Liberation War.

Yesterday was fixed for
submitting the probe report,
but prosecutor Abul Kalam
sought two months' time to
submit the report and the
tribunal accepted his prayer.

The accused are: Abdur
Rahim, Jalal Uddin, Abdus
Salam, Suruj Ali Fakir,
Joynuddin Faruki and
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Shamsher Fakir, They all are
in the jail excluding
Shamsher Fakir.

Salam was "involved”
with Al-Badr Bahini and the
rest with Razakar Bahini,
according to the prosecu-
tion.

The probe began on May
17 and the case's investiga-
tion officer claimed to have
found their involvement in
at least six incidents of
killing.

Vital to get DU free
of partisan politics

Dr Kamal tells inaugural lecture of trust fund
named after Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid, wife

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent jurist Dr
Kamal Hossain wants
the Dhaka University
to get rid of partisan
politics and turn it into
an international-level
academic institution as
it celebrates its cente-
nary in 2021.

“Let us begin a campaign to
establish the wuniversity as an
international standard academic
institution,” he said while deliver-
ing a lecture on “Dhaka University
and its role in shaping Bangladesh
society” yesterday.

The Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
(ASB) organised the inaugural lecture
of “Mrs Noor Jehan Murshid and
Professor Khan Sarwar Murshid Trust
Fund” in its auditorium in the capital.

Dr Kamal
not among the best 100 universities

of the world,” he said. “The univer-

sity played a unique role since it was
establishedin 1921."

Teachers and
students can surely do
politics, but that
should not be partisan
loyalty or sycophancy,
said Dr Kamal Hossain,
also a former law
teacher at DL

“It is very regrettable
that Dhaka University is

Upon independence from
British rule in 1947, Dhaka
University was the only university
in the eastern wing that gained
recognition as an institution of
excellence and intellectual leader-
ship, said Dr Kamal.

The quality of its leadership was

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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How the Bangladeshi Media use the

ATI Act for Free and Qualitative Reporting

) ;‘.;g

Discussants at a roundtable on the right to information (RTI) act yesterday, organised by the
Embassy of Switzerland in Bangladesh and MRDI at the capital's The Daily Star Centre.

Media urged to build RTI
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wing, more awareness

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Use of the right to information (RTI)
act in the media can help improve
qualitative journalism in the country,
speakers said yesterday suggesting the
media owners set up separate RTI
wings for taking benefits from the law.

They also said media can make
people more aware on the use of the
RTI for building a better society.

They said these at a discussion titled
“Sharing of Assessment Findings: how
the Bangladesh Media use the RTI Act
for Free and Qualitative Reporting”,
jointly organised by the Embassy of
Switzerland in Bangladesh and MRDI
at the capital's The Daily Star Centre,

Speaking as the chiet guest, Prof
Golam Rahman, chief information
commissioner, said, “It's the biggest
challenge for the people and media
how they can use the law for getting
information.”

He said the number of people filing
complaints for not getting informa-

tion has become two to three times
higher than the previous year. It gives
an indication that more people have
started using the RTI act. “...journalists
can improve their investigative report-
ing with the use of the law, " he said.

The NGOs seem to be reluctant to
come under its purview and it is time
to start thinking to bring them under
the law, he said.

Speaking as a special guest,
Christian Fotsch, Swiss ambassador to
Dhaka, said the Bangladeshi media is
playing an important role in uphold-
ing transparency and accountability
though there are challenges which
sometimes impede media freedom
and freedom of expression.

In his keynote on the assessment
findings, Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul,
president of a faction of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists, said
media can use the RTI Act for produc-
ing quality in-depth and investigative
reports as it safeguards the reporters
with documentary evidence.

Separate RTI wings can be set up in
the media houses and reporters can be
encouraged to use the law in getting
authentic information, he said.

Prof Mofizur Rahman, chairman of
mass communication and journalism
department of Dhaka University,
stressed the need for bringing the
private sectors under the purview of
the law.

Syed Ishtiaque Reza, director, news
and current affairs of 71 TV, moderated
the programme while Hasibur
Rahman, MRDI executive director,
delivered the welcome speech.

Journalists Zayedul Ahsan Pintu,
Reaz Ahmed, Pranab Saha, Sukanto
Gupta Alok, Probhash Amin, Khaled
Muhiuddin, ZI Mamun, Ashis Saikat,
Ajoy Das Gupta, Shawkat Hossain
Masum, Bayezid Milky, and Fahim
Uddin Ahmed, and Md
Rafiquzzaman, secretary of the infor-
mation commission, and Shahana
Huda of Manusher Jonno Foundation,
also spoke.



