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RU teacher
freed on bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi
University
teacher
& | Atikur
e Rahman
JOLY'S  Raiawho
was
DEATH arrested in
a case filed

over provoking his colleague
Akter Jahan Joly to commit
suicide, was released from
Rajshahi Central Jail Sunday
evening on bail.

The High Court granted
the bail to Raja, assistant
professor of the mass com-
munication and journalism
department, said Shafiqul
Islam Khan, senior superin-
tendent of the jail.

Earlier on September 9,
police found Joly, an asso-
ciate professor of the same
department, dead inside
her Juberi Bhaban room on
the campus.

Forensic experts later
confirmed her death from
taking poison.

Joly's brother Kamrul
Hasan filed the suicide
provocation case with
Motihar Police Station
accusing unknown
persons.

YESTERDAY'S
TEMPERATURES
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Madanhat area of Hathazari recently.
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COMPENSATION FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Clarify provision in act

Discussion urges govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers yesterday at a discussion
urged the government to elucidate the
compensation provision of the
Domestic Violence (Prevention and
Protection) Act-2010 so that victims
can conveniently make use of it.

The government can follow
certain standards in this regard that
will help the victims avoid hassles
when seeking reparations, they told
the discussion organised by Care
Bangladesh at the capital's Biam
Foundation auditorium.

"Domestic violence could
significantly be curbed, if we can ensure
compensation along with punishment
for any kind of physical or psychologi-
cal tortures on women and
children,” said Humaira Aziz, direc-
tor of Care Bangladesh's women
empowerment programme, when
addressing the function.

The domestic violence act had a
section titled "Compensation
Order” to make perpetrators
compensate victims, but the section
was not adequately elaborated,
observed Salma Ali, executive
director of Bangladesh National

Woman Lawyers' Association.

Avictim will have to go through an
intricate maze if he or she wants to
make use of the section, she added.

Salma stressed, "Before thinking
of the law and its reform, we have to
change our patriarchal mindset to
stop domestic violence."

Dr Abul Hossain, director of the
Multi-Sectoral Programme on Violence
against Women project of the Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs, said the
existing act had enough potential to
protect women and children from
domestic violence.

Therefore, the act needs to reach
every house so that women and
children can easily seek legal actions
against such violence, and rights
organisation should have more
awareness of the law, he said.

About compensation, he said,
"Measuringanyone's pain and dignity
In monetary terms is cumbersome.
The court will decide on this as it is
difficult to fix an amount of

compensation through this law."
Rawnak Jahan, technical coordina-

tor of Care Bangladesh, and Abdullah
Hasan, president of Children Media
Forum Bangladesh, alsospoke.
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12.5KM OXYGEN-HATHAZARI ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT IN CTG

Implementation delay
costs Tk 96¢cr more

SHAHADAT HOSSAIN, Crg

The estimated cost of a 12.5km road expansion
project in Chittagong has increased about Tk 96
crore in comparison to the original one due to the
delay in the project’'s implementation.

The expansion project, from the Oxygen intersec-
tion of the port city to Hathazari upazila of the
district, was supposed to be completed by December
2013, with an estimated cost of about Tk 129.52
crore.

Later, the implementation period was extended
upto June 2017 and the estimated cost of the project
now stood at about Tk 226 crore, said sources at the
Roads and Highways Department, Chittagong.

Bidhan Chandra Dhar, additional chief engi-
neer of RHD, Chittagong, said complications in
land acquisition process and in shifting of util-
ity services were the main reasons behind the
delay. "The cost increased as the price of land
also went up during the implementation period,”
he added.

The Executive Committee of National Economic
Council approved the project in May 2009,

From the aspect of connectivity, the Oxygen-
Hathazari section of Chittagong-Hathazari-
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The ongoing 12.5km Oxygen-Hathazari Road expansion project in Chittagong. The photo was taken at I

Rangamati National Highway is a vital one. People
of the city depend on this section of the road to go to
various destinations such as Chittagong University,
Rangamati and Khagrachhari.

The main objective of the project is to ease tratfic
congestion and thus make the commuting easier,

added RHD sources.

The project also includes expansion of 11 and
reconstruction of 13 box culverts, construction of
11,800-metre dividers, 1,387-metre retaining walls
and 13,500-metre drainage and footpath, they

added.

According to RHD sources, about 65 percent
work of the project has been completed till October
this year. "The work is going on in full swing; we'll be
able to finish on time,” said Md Rashedul Alam,
executive engineer of RHD, Chittagong, also the

project director.

Visiting the sites recently, it was seen that differ-
ent types of work like road carpeting, construction
of drains, culverts and retaining walls were going on
in different areas including Baro Dighirpar, Aman
Bazar, Madanhat and Baluchara.

“The cost did not increase much due to the delay
in implementation, but mostly for the increase in
land prices,” claimed Bidhan Chandra.
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Moderate to thick fog may occur at places over the river basins and light to moderate fog elsewhere over the country,

reports UNB. Night temperature may fall slightly and day temperature may remain nearly unchanged, Met Office
said. The sun sets in the capital today at 5:16pm and rises tomorrow at 6:37am. Country's highest
temperature 29.3 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday inTeknaf and lowest 11.4in Jessore.

Boy's body parts found in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered body parts of a boy from Abdullahpur in
South Keraniganj outside the capital yesterday morning,

The deceased's identity could not be ascertained
immediately, said Monirul Islam, officer-in-charge of
South Keraniganj Police Station. The boy might have
been killed on Sunday, he suspected.

"Informed by locals, police recovered the body's four
parts near the Dhaka-Mawa highway in Char
Kundeshwari area,” the OC said. The body was taken to
a morgue for autopsy.

Ctg woman dies run over by train

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A woman was killed as a train ran her over while she
was crossing the rail tracks in Kodomtoli area of
Chittagong city yesterday.

The deceased Shamshunnahar, 40, wife of Bachhu Mia
of Comilla, was a resident of Supariwala Para in the city.
Police said the incident occurred after Shamsunnahar got
down there from another train with her three children.
Though her children managed to cross the rail tracks she
was run over by Karnaphuli Express while crossing. She
was returning from her village home.

CID talks to Atiur on cyber heist

STAR REPORT

PHOTO:
ANURUP KANTI DAS

A Criminal Investigation Department (CID) team
vesterday talked to former Bangladesh Bank governor
Atiur Rahman at his Dhanmondi residence for about
one and a half hour on February's cyber heist case
involving nearly $1 billion.

Atiur told The Daily Star that the discussion was to
complete the investigation and they were welcome in
the future.

SCseeks cheque reject case list

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court sought for information from the
lower courts concerned on the number of cheque dis-
honour cases filed under the Negotiable Instrument
Act-1881 for a decision for their quick disposal, SC
sources told The Daily Star.

The apex court issued a notification on December
18 asking the district and sessions judges to provide
the information to it in three days.

Obituary

CITY DESK

Mir Sohrab Ali, former chairperson of the
Bangla department of Saadat University
College in Tangail, died of old-age complica-
tions on December 13. He was 92.

He left behind his wife, two sons and
three daughters.

His Qulkhwani was held in Tangail's
Karatia on Friday.

Death anniversary

CITY DESK

A

The lids of this and nine
other sewer openings in
Pargandaria of the
capital's Jatrabari were
intact just two months
ago but were broken up
by Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC) for
installation of pipes. DSCC

Today is the 15th death anniversary of
Prof Md Ali Ashraf, former associate
professor of the mathematics department
of Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (Buet).

All relatives, friends and well-wishers
are requested to pray for the salvation
of the departed soul.
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house while she was talking over the phone to her expatri-
ate husband in the Maldives Jahirul Islam alias Joy
Mahmud on Sunday night. In the morning, her in-laws
launched a search as she was not found in her room and
found her hanging from the ceiling of the warehouse,

claimed the in-laws.

If Lipi's relatives want they can file a case for provoking
her to commit suicide, said Jahangir Alam, assistant com-
missioner of Panchlaish Circle of Chittagong Metropolitan

Police.

dom.,

freedom is a principal
adviser to the president and
secretary of state, and serves
as the US’ chief diplomat
on issues of religious free-

He also heads the Office
of International Religious
Freedom in the Bureau of

Democracy, Human Rights,
| and Labor.
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fruitful drives.

operations,” he added.

Asked whether the department is really capable of control-
ling narcotics, Towfique said the shortage of human
resources at DNC offices is an impediment to conducting

He, however, said other law enforcement agencies are
always responsive to helping the department.
"Sometimes we are not successful because of delayed

DNC will use its maximum force during the forthcoming
_ New Year celebration to check drug-related crimes, he said.

Az Y T e afeviR wEe et
@ @ wme wifds whwer of s o 93 ST
e arer oy TR |

TENT (PIT &P A A TIGIR (T CRITAT Mol SR 3T MO A1 41 e 04 |

GD-2577

A PR A

Tosifastere (e=e)

e, R g @ eifaeget faerst
AR GBS, G




