DHAKA FRIDAY DECEMBER 16, 2016
POUSH 2, 1423 BS

8 VIGTORY DAY SPECIAL

The Birangona beyond her wound
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to look at the child at all because of its
origin. At another level, as social workers
would say, 'they had to protect women
from the emotions of motherhood.' It's
such a stark statement. We have to protect
women from their own emotions of
motherhood. You have to make them
detached from their children so they can
let them go.

In the newspapers in the early 70s, there
was quite a lot about these children. While
the state was willing to rehabilitate the
women because of the sheer numbers of
the women itself, it was very clear that the
children had to be 'sent away', adopted
f away from the country.

There's one story told by a social
worker, Maleka Khan about how they
changed the age of women so that they
could get jobs. There was this batch of
nine women who got jobs, and today they
are officially approaching retirement.
These women are now coming back to the
social worker and saying, “Remember you
changed our age. You increased it. We are
not at our retirement age yet, we have a
few more years to work.”

So there are these different ways that
people are negotiating their history. So we
need to think of the Birangonas not as a
horrific wound and by not negating their
complex life experiences. Instead we need
to understand how their violence of
wartime rape is folded in innumerable
ways in the minutiae of their everyday life.

talk about what they wanted to speak
about. There are other ethical concerns
one has. I constantly wondered if I am also
doing the same thing that I am arguing
against and hence constantly tried to
ensure that [ was being ethical.

I met this man who told me that his
mother was a Birangona and that she
wanted to talk to me. I went with him, and
asked his mother would she want to talk
about this. She gets completely angry with
me, she asks me to leave. She says if she
talks about her account she will be pulled
onto a stage, and her younger son won't
give her bhaat. So it turns out the older son
is jobless, and the mother is looked after
by her younger son. She is looking out for
her sustenance and talking about her rape
might bring out problems for her. One can
say to women: you shouldn't be thinking
like this, everyone should be talking about
this but only if they want to. Women also
need to have the right to be silent, if that is
what they wish as I have shown in my
book. Overall we should do a risk
analysis, before we work with birangonas.
TDS: How do you view the post-71 efforts
of rehabilitation and adoption
programmes, where the new state played
a controlling role over the experiences
and body of the Birangonas?

NM: What needs to be understood is, in
the words of a social worker I closely

Newspaper clippings from 22nd December reporting that Home Minister
Qamaruzzaman had declared from Mujibnagar that all women subjected to 'in-
humane torture' by the Pakistan forces in the nine months of the war will be

given the status of Birangonas. PHOTO COURTESY: NAYANIKA MOOKHERJEE

the parents. She was a young, teenage
mother, who said she needed to get on
with life. But she wanted to see who this

couple was. So at one level, women were
happy to be able to get on with their
lives. At another level, they did not want
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"Then there are some
nice stories too. One
of the social workers
said that at that time,
many of the women
did not want to get
married. They were
asking the state to give
them the jobs they
were promised. They
were making the state
be the state, they were
demanding it of the
state. Amake chakri
den, ami keno biye
Korbo. Amar jokhon
Iccha hobe, pore biye
korbo. (Give me a job.
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Why should | marry? |
will marry later, when
| want to.)"

worked with, Maleka Khan: “What were we
to do? There were so many women. We
had to bring them back to the framework
of society.” Yes, there was appropriation,
but it was also very revolutionary.

[t was after the war, everything was
chaotic. Things needed to get back on
track. I am currently doing this work on
the adults who were adopted out of
Bangladesh. So there's a British couple I
have interviewed. The mother of the child
who was adopted by them wanted to see
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Rehabilitated women (Banglar Bani, September 2, 1972)



