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Bangladesh Premier League
Abahani v Sk Jamal

Live from 3:00pm
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Live from 5:45pm

Bangladesh Premier League
Abahani v Sk Jamal
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ensingh team burst into unbridled joy after beating Rangpur 6-0 in the final of the JFA U-14
Women's National Championship at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Mohammedan v Sk Russel

Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium
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STAR SPORTS 2
Australia v Pakistan

First Test, Day 1
Live from 9:00am
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SPORTS REPORTER

Mymensingh
retained the title of
ST the JFA U-14
wm Women's National
Championship
with an empathic 6-0 win over
Rangpur in the final at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
yesterday.

The scoreline was a reflection of the
Mymensingh's dominance in the
tournament and that is largely due to
its squad, which comprises of girls
from the famed village of Kalsindur of
the Dhobaura Upazila. Mymensingh's
girls have been playing together for
quite a few years now and some have
already found places in the country's
national teams at different age-levels.

“There is a big difference between
Mymensingh and Rangpur. They
[Mymensingh| have more national
team players and that basically made
the difference in the final,” losing
team's coach Shamim Khan acknowl-
edged.

“This group of girls have been
practising for the past three years
under my guidance, so it is easy for me
to instruct them on the pitch. Today

AFGHAN BOY MEETS IDOL MESSI

An Afghan boy who became an internet sensation after pictures of him wearing an
improvised Lionel Messi football shirt went viral finally got to meet his superstar idol on
Tuesday. Murtaza Ahmadi met the Barcelona forward in Doha, where the Spanish league
champions played a friendly match against Saudi Arabian side Al-Ahli. Six-year-old Murtaza,
from the rural Ghazni province southwest of Kabul, walked out onto the pitch as a mascot
hand-in-hand with the Argentinian at the start of the match at Doha's Al-Gharrafa stadium.
A delighted Murtaza said: "I'm very happy to have met my hero. It is a dream for me,"
according to a statement released by Qatar's Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy,
the committee overseeing organisation of the 2022 tournament.

—AFP

|Wednesday]|, they kept their cool and
carried out the game plan accord-
ingly,” said Mymensingh coach
Makbul Hossain, who regularly travels
to Dhobaura from to coach the girls.

Sajeda slotted four goals while
Rozina and Shamsunnahar netted one
each in the one-sided affair, in which
the winners led 3-0 at the end of the
first half.

The girls are inspired by their
fellow footballers like Sanjida,
Marzia, Maria, Mahmuda, Sheuli
Azim and Tohura, who have been part
of the under-14, under-16 and
national women's football team and
these girls harbour dreams of follow-
ing in those footsteps.

“We are really happy to be champi-
ons again, It was the outcome of our
hard work throughout the year. I hope
[ will someday play in the national
team like our senior sisters of
Kalsindur,” said Amena, who was
named the most valuable player of the
tournament.

“We had to work hard to reach this
stage and all the credit goes to our
coach,” said Sajeda, who became the
tournament'’s top-scorer with a haul of
12 goals. She had also been a part of
Bangladesh under-14 team which

Mymensingh reign supreme

travelled to Tajikistan earlier this year
to take part in the AFC Regional Girls'
Championship.

Interestingly, Tania, one of the
players in the Mymensingh squad is
the younger sister of Marzia -- the star
ofthe under-16 team.

“I follow my sister and 1 want to be
like her and play in the national team,”
said Tania, who plays as a left-back,
unlike Marzia who plays on the right
wing.

Their triumph in this tournament
will help girls like Amena who want to
represent the national team, as the
Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF)
has kept a close eye on this tournament
in order to bolster the under-14
women's team for the next AFC
Regional Championship, which is
likely to be held in May next year.

“We have found some talented
players and picked them for a training
camp for the national under-14 team.
However, we still have 13 under-14
players in the ongoing under-16 camp
and the addition of these talented girls
will give us more options to select the

best team before the AFC tourna-
ment,” said national women's team's

head coach Golam Rabbani Choton
after the final.

Abahani meet
Sk Jamal today

SPORTS REPORTER

Title contenders Abahani
will take on holders Sheikh
Jamal DC in a crucial tie of
]B Bangladesh Premier
League at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium today.

Four-time professional
league champions Abahani
are on top of the 12-team
table with 43 points from 19
matches, three points clear of
second-placed Chittagong
Abahani. The Sky Blues will
need a maximum of seven
points in remaining three
matches to win back the title.
An outright win over Sheikh
Jamal today will put them in
an advantageous position
ahead of their last two
matches against lowly Feni
Soccer Club and giant-killers
Rahmatganj MFS,

Chittagong Abahani,
meanwhile, stayed strongly
in the title race with a 2-1
win against Feni Soccer
Club, thanks to a last gasp
strike from Alison Udoka.

Fallen giants
Mohammedan SC will also
take the field today when
they face a resurgent Sheikh
Russel KC.

Who's to blame for
Satkhira withdrawal?

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

The women's wing
chairman of the
T Bangladesh Football
u;%{uﬁ Federation (BFF),
i ¥ Mahfuza ﬁkter( Kiron,
lamented the fact that one of the teams
withdrew and went home ahead of the
semifinal of the JFA U-14 Women's National
Championship on Monday. Satkhira, the
team in question, did not turn up for their
semifinal against Mymensingh, the eventual
champions of the tournament, and went back
home over a payment issue between the
team's coach and the district football associa-
tion.

“We did not have any prior knowledge
about the issue. We only learned about it after
the team |[Satkhira] failed to turn up and
Mymensingh were declared winners,” Kiron
told The Daily Star yesterday. "Had they
|Satkhira] informed us about their financial
troubles, we could have solved it or at least
convinced them to stay.”

Kiron informed that the BFF gave Tk
40,000 to the team in three instalments, like
all the other participating teams, out of the
coffer which is provided by the Japan
Football Association.

The coach of the Satkhira team, Ali Akbar,
claimed he had to withdraw his team from
the tournament as there was no money left to

run the team's expenses and that despite
asking the DFA president for money repeat-
edly, he did not get any help.

“We were supposed to get Tk 40,000 from
the DFA, part of which was to be given by the
BFE. However, our team received only Tk
30,000 from the DFA. I asked for the rest of
the money several times, but he |[DFA
president Sirajul Islam Khan| did not give
any more money,  Akbar said. "As there was
no money left, we tried to lose a match
willingly, yet unfortunately went through to
the semifinals. But it wasn't possible to
continue, so I took the girls back to
Satkhira.”

The DFA president, however, refuted the
allegation, saying: “The coach was given Tk
52,000. Yet he wanted more money from
time to time, which I did not give, He was in
fact once suspended temporarily for the same
reason.”

[t may be mentioned here that there was Tk
50,000 and Tk 25,000 on offer for the tourna-
ment's champions and runners-up teams
respectively.

A BFF spokesperson, meanwhile, told The
Daily Star that Satkhira will be served with a
show-cause notice by the games' governing
body and the reply sent to the disciplinary
committee, adding that all guidelines and
procedures will be followed in case of any
disciplinary action.

Biman Indoor
Games begin

'CR7 a rare breed'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Biman Annual Indoor
Games 2016 began at the
Bangladesh Airlines
Training Centre yesterday.

Director Administration
and Chairman, Biman Sports
and Cultural committee
Belayet Hossain inaugurated
the five day long completion
as the Chief Guest, said a
Biman release.

Biman officers, employ-
ees and their children from
Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet
and Jessore stations took
part in ten different catego-
ries of chess, carrom board,
contract bridge, badminton
and table tennis.

Superclassico
in Australia

AFP, Sydney

Brazil and Argentina are set
to play a South American
"Superclassico” gala match
in Australia next year, it was
reported Tuesday.

The Australian newspa-
per said the clash would
take place in early June at
the 100,000-capacity
Melbourne Cricket Ground,

ICB ISLAMIC BANK

ICB Islamic Bank Ltd a Shariah based commercial bank in Bangladesh, is looking for dynamic
individuals who are capable to take over the responsibilities as Branch Manager/Regional

Manager for its branches in Dhaka, Chittagong and Khulna.

Job Responsibilities of Branch Manager :

Attract and develop new deposit and investment business and highly committed to

customer services.,

To achieve targets in terms of building assets and liabilities also capitalize on cross-sell

opportunities.

Ensure the good relationship with potential customers for sales opportunities.

Have open channels of communication & maintain high levels of motivation among staffs.
To be responsible for the branch security management and coordinating with Administration

as and when reqluu'ed.
# To ensure compliance with Group & local directives for preventing Money Laundering.

Job Responsibilities of Regional Manager :

% Develop new deposit and investment business; provide a superior level of customer
relations and promote the service culture through coaching, guidance and staff
motivation; achieve individual, branch and region goals through new business, referrals

and retention of account relationships.

% Provides leadership, training and supervision day to day operations to Branch Managers
onnel.

and or other branch

4 Provides supports as well as liaise with Head Office and Branches.

Academic Qualifications and Experience :
¥ Masters/ MBA/ MBM from a reputed university.

% For
Operations Manager.

Job Requirements :

Must have strong knowledge in banking Management, banking operations and Business
development.
Working experience in any Shariah based bank shall be considered as added qualification.
Adequate knowledge about the products & services of financial market.
Well conversant in English and good computer knowledge is desirable.

Good interpersonal skill.
Ability to work under pressure.

Benefits :

% We offer competitive salary and other fringe benefits as per policy of the Bank.

Apply Instruction :

If you feel that, your qualification and experience matches with our requirements, please apply
with a detailed Curriculum Vitae/Resume along
HEAD OF HUMAN RESOURCES, ICB Islamic Bank Lid, TK Bhaban (15th Floor) Kazi

ienced candidate educational
% At least 20 years banking experience including 8 years as Branch Manager & 5 years as

uirements may be flexible.

with a recent

Nazrul Islam Avenue, Kawranbazar, Dhaka-1215 by December 29, 2016.
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Williams stuns
Arsenal

on Tuesday:.

Williams.

seventh in the table,

Sport.

physical”.

Vitality Stadium.

minute lead.

tripped Francis Coquelin.

Ashley Williams's 86th-minute
Premier header ended Arsenal's 14-game
gue unbeaten run and kept Arsene
Wenger's side from the Premier

League summit as Everton claimed a much-needed 2-1 win

Arsenal would have provisionally supplanted leaders
Chelsea on goals scored with victory and took a 20th-
minute lead when Alexis Sanchez's free-kick deflected in off

But Seamus Coleman equalised with a 44th-minute
header before Williams's first Everton goal ended his team's
five-game winless run and sent Ronald Koeman's men up to

"We showed two faces," Everton manager Koeman, who
had defender Phil Jagielka sent off in stoppage time, told BT

"The first face, | hate that face because it is all about being
nervous. You cannot lose the game like that.

"This was a good match though because we showed how we
have to play -- with commitment and aggression. You see the
reaction of the crowd when you go foritand that's what we did."

Arsenal manager Wenger said the game had been "very

"We faced many physical challenges and that disturbed
our game, but we were a bit unlucky to lose as well, " he said.

Meanwhile, champions Leicester City were brought
down to earth after their 4-2 demolition of Manchester City
as Marc Pugh's goal earned Bournemouth a 1-0 win at the

Arsenal made only one change from their 3-1 win over
Stoke City, fit-again right-back Hector Bellerin replacing
injured centre-back Shkodran Mustafi, and took a 20th-

The goal stemmed from a comedy of errors on the edge of
Everton's box as Ross Barkley lost possession, Williams
fouled his own teammate Idrissa Gueye and Jagielka

Sanchez sent the free-kick curling towards Everton
goalkeeper Maarten Stekelenburg and in seeking to clear the
ball, Williams succeeded only in deflecting it into his own net.

AFP, Yokohama

£ Cristiano Ronaldo is

| | itching to prove just why

he deserved the Ballon

| A d'Or by leading Real

- Madrid to another Club

H' . World Cup title, Zinedine
Zidane said Wednesday.

The Portuguese superstar, voted the world's
best player for a fourth time earlier this week,
will lead Real's charge in Japan, where the
European champions face Mexico's Club
America in Thursday's semifinal.

"Cristiano is hugely motivated for this
game -- as always,” Real coach Zidane told
reporters in Yokohama.

"He would be motivated even if it were a
friendly, that's just the sort of player he is.

"Obviously we have many great players at
Real Madrid but it's very rare one player
wins so many awards,” added the
Frenchman, whose side are chasing their
second world title in three years this week.

"To win four Ballon d'Ors is a fabulous
achievement and it's not an easy thing to do.
What he's doing is absolutely incredible --
maybe he deserves a fifth one too!"

Ronaldo closed on Lionel Messi's record

five awards after a remarkable year in which
he helped Real dominate Europe for the
11th time and powered Portugal to
European Championship glory.

The 31-year-old talisman, whose joy has
been dampened by allegations of tax fraud,
insisted that if he and Messi played for the
same team, he would have scooped more
accolades than his Argentine rival.

"It would be interesting to see both of us
in the same team," Ronaldo told Spanish
media.

"I think great players should play
together. If we were in the same team, [ think
[ would have more than him, but he would-
n't be far off.

"Everyone knows Messi is a great player,”
he added. "He's won five Ballon d'Ors."

Zidane, whose Spanish table-toppers are
currently on a club record 35-game
unbeaten run, is set to leave out captain
Sergio Ramos against Club America.

"I don't think he will play tomorrow,"
said Zidane, looking to bring Real a fifth
world crown.

“It's not a serious problem but he's
suffering some fatigue after the long journey
and we don't want to take the risk. We will
keep him back for the final."

Zadymalic
NICCLE KIDMAN'S CHOICE




