BOISHAKHI TV

Bangladesh Premier League
Feni v Chittagong Abahani
Live from 3:30pm

Team BJMC v Rahamatgonij

Live from 6:15pm

Bangladesh Premier League
Feni v Chittagong Abahani

STAR SPORTS 1

Indian Premier League
Semifinal

Mumbai v Kolkata, Leg 2
Live from 7:30pm

Team BJMC v Rahamatgonj
Time: 6:15pm

DY S v

Time: 3:30pm

Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium

STAR SPORTS 2

Indian Premier League
Semifinal

Kerala v Delhi, Leg 1
Live from 7:30pm

Arsenal, Bayern meet again

Real face Napoli test; Barca take on PSG

RESULTS OF THE DRAW

Arsenal were once again drawn
against Bayern Munich in the last
16 of the UEFA Champions
FTErY League on Monday, while
”fﬂf&?@ Barcelona will also come up
W— against familiar foes in the shape
of Paris Saint-Germain.

Arsene Wenger's side had hoped winning their
group for the first time in five years would spare
them a tie against one of the continent's giants in the
first knockout round, but instead they must face
Carlo Ancelotti's German champions, who came
second in their section, with the first leg in Bavaria.

Bayern eliminated Arsenal en route to winning
the trophy in 2012/13 and repeated the feat a year
later, while the teams also met in the group stage
last season -- the Gunners won 2-0 in London but
then lost 5-1 at the Allianz Arena.

"It's an interesting and difficult draw. We know
Arsenal from the last few years when we often
played against them, twice already in the last 16,
when we had a good experience and got
through, " said Bayern goalkeeper Manuel Neuer.

"Arsenal are a strong team and I rate them as
stronger at the moment than in the last few
years."

PSG came second to Arsenal in Group A, leav-
ing them more vulnerable to a tough draw and
five-time winners Barcelona have eliminated the
French club in the quarter-finals in two of the
past four seasons, while the teams also met in the
group stagein 2014/15.

Recent history favours the Catalans, and so
does current form, with Unai Emery's side having
squandered the chance to top their group by
drawing at home to Ludogorets of Bulgaria last
week.

“If I could have chosen another team, I would
have done," admitted Paris director of football
Patrick Kluivert, a former Barcelona striker.

Barcelona vice president Jordi Mestre told
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belN Sports Spain: "It is true that of the (possi-
ble) options Bayern Munich was possibly the
strongest, with respect to the rest, but PSG are
also a great team.

"There is no guarantee but it does give you a
certain confidence to have beaten them before.
Every game is different and we will see what hap-
pens.”

Reigning European champions Real Madrid
will face Napoli as they look to win the trophy for
a record 12th time, while Pep Guardiola's
Manchester City face a testing two-legged
encounter against Monaco.

City, currently struggling for form, cannot
afford to take the principality side lightly -- they
are the most prolific side in Europe's leading
leagues this season and have beaten Arsenal and
Tottenham Hotspur in the Champions League in
the past two years.

"We are happy to be here, and then we have
avoided Real Madrid and Barcelona," City's direc-
tor of football Txiki Begiristain told BT Sport.
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"Monaco are playing probably the best foot-
ball in France now. In a group with Tottenham
and Bayer Leverkusen they were top and they
have young players and a lot of talent.”

Premier League champions Leicester City will
take on last season's Europa League winners
Sevilla as a reward for topping their group in their
debut appearance in the competition, with a visit
to the Sanchez Pizjuan in the first leg.

Atletico Madrid, runners up to city rivals Real
in two of the last three seasons, were drawn
against Bayer Leverkusen in a repeat of their clash
at the same stage in 2014/15. On that occasion,
Atletico emerged victorious after a tense penalty
shoot-out.

Two-time winners Juventus were drawn
against FC Porto, while Borussia Dortmund also
face Portuguese opposition in the shape of
Benfica.

The first legs will be played on February 14, 15,
21 and 22 with the second legs on March 7, 8, 14
and 15.
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Everton v Arsenal

Live from 2:00am (Wednesday)

Kabaddi

meet
postponed

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Kabaddi
Federation (BKF) yesterday
postponed the National
Kabaddi Championship,
which was scheduled to
take off today, due to secu-
rity reasons, said a press
release from the federation.

It has been learnt that
the federation's general
secretary Nazrul Islam was
planning to hold the cham-
pionship without the con-
sent of the federation presi-
dent, who had instructed
concerned authorities not
to hold any tournaments
until the completion of the
next election following the
expiration of the existing
committee on October 20,

The National Sports
Council was supposed to
hold an election but it failed
to do so in time, allowing
the expired committee led
by Nazrul to keep running
the federation. Nazrul was
not available for comments
on this issue as he is cur-
rently in Australia.

“As we tried to enter the
venue in the morning, police
restricted us and instructed
not to hold the champion-
ship as they claimed they
have information regarding a
security threat. So we have
postponed the champion-
ship,” tournament commit-
tee's member secretary and
BKF's joint secretary Amjad
Hossain Mojnu told reporters.
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English Premiership
Bournemouth v Leicester

Live from 1:30am (Wednesday)

Kurtz starts
camp for HWL

SPORTS REPORTER
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With two-and-a-half months left to the start
of the Hockey World League (HWL) Round-
2 in Dhaka, Bangladesh head coach Oliver
Kurtz has started his selection process by
taking a look at players from the under-21
and under-18 teams in an effort to pick up
the best squad for the tournament.

Kurtz has called up 15 new players from the under-21
team, players who have started training with 18 senior play-
ers. These players will play a few matches in a four-day train-
ing camp. Later, the German coach will conduct training with
U-18 players of BKSP in Savar on December 14-15 and will
select some 30 to 40 players for the final phase of training.

“The players did a good job in the last tournament (AHF
Cup) but they will start from zero in the next tournament
(Hockey World League). I want to build a new team by
selecting best 18 players and that's why I want to check out
players from the under-21 and under-18 sides. It is not that
there is a lack of senior players, it is just part of my selection
process. | am responsible for bringing the best players in the
squad,” Kurtz said before the start of the training camp at
the Maulana Bhasani Hockey Stadium yesterday.

“It is always good for senior players to face challenge
from the juniors and this training camp will help both
groups of players. The seniors will be trying to keep their
places while the juniors will be hoping to get into the
national team. There will be a good competition among the
players which was not there before,” said veteran forward
Rasel Mahmud Jimmy.

Bangladesh have been pitted alongside Canada, Oman
and Fiji in their pool while the other pool features Egypt,
China, Ghana and Sri Lanka. The league is scheduled to get
underway from March 4 in Dhaka.

“Our first target is to qualify for the semifinals, and then
we will certainly think of a win in the semifinals to go to the
(Hockey World League) third round. Even though two-and-
a-half months' preparation is not good enough but we want
to qualify for Round 3," said Kurtz, who is supposed to sign
a deal with Bangladesh Hockey Federation within a few
days before leaving for Germany for Christmas vacation.

Pog-bros set
to face oft

AFP, Nyon

Manchester United will take on Saint-Etienne
in the last 32 of the Europa League, with Jose
Mourinho's side hosting the French club in
the first leg, after Monday's draw.

SERR

3 The tie will see United and France
EUROPA nidfielder Paul Pogba, the world's most
LEAGUE

expensive player, come up against his elder
brother Florentin, the Guinea international defender.

"That's a nice thing," said Mourinho at a press conference
on Monday. "Paul was already laughing about it and for sure
his brother is also laughing.

“It has happened a few times in the history football and
it's a nice thing."

The teams met in the now defunct Cup Winners' Cup first
round in 1977, with United winning 3-1 on aggregate.

On that occasion, United were forced to host the second
leg in the southern English city of Plymouth, 450 kilometres
away, following crowd trouble in the first leg in France.

Mourinho's men finished second in Group A behind
Fenerbahce of Turkey while Saint-Etienne topped Group C.
After also having to go to Ukraine to face Zorya Luhansk in
the group stage, United's Portuguese manager is pleased
that there will be no long away trip this time.

"The good thing is the travel distance. We were very
unlucky in the group phase, we had to go very far, it was very
difficult to go to Turkey, Ukraine," he said.

"Now we go to France because the flight is easy and it's
not an easy period, there are lots of games, so that is good."

Saint-Etienne, 10-time French champions and European
Cup runners-up in 1976, are currently eighth in Ligue 1.

"Saint-Etienne is an historic old club with lots of tradi-
tion. People of my generation will never forget that
(Michel) Platini team and it will be difficult because every
team now is a good team in the competition,

"For sure, Manchester United is one of the big names in
the competition but we have two months without the
Europa League, two months to forget it, then we will see.”

The other Premier League representative, Tottenham
Hotspur, will face Gent of Belgium after being eliminated
from the Champions League at the group stage.

Villarreal of Spain will face Italian giants Roma in one of
the standout ties, while Bundesliga club Borussia
Moenchengladbach were drawn against Fiorentina of [taly.

The first legs will be played on Thursday, February 16,
with the return matches a week later.

ROUND OF 32 DRAW

Athletic Bilbao (ESP) v APOEL (CYP)
Legia Warsaw (POL) v Ajax (NED)
Anderlecht (BEL) v Zenit (RUS)

Astra (ROU) v Genk (BEL)
Manchester United (ENG) v Saint-Etienne (FRA)
Villarreal (ESP) v Roma (ITA)
Ludogorets (BUL) v FC Copenhagen (DEN)
Celta Vigo (ESP) v Shakhtar Donetsk (UKR)
Olympiakos (GRE) v Osmanlispor (TUR)
Gent (BEL) v Tottenham Hotspur (ENG)
Rostov (RUS) v Sparta Prague (CZE)
Krasnodar (RUS) v Fenerbahce (TUR)
Borussia Moenchengladbach (GER) v Fiorentina (ITA)
AZ Alkmaar (NED) v Lyon (FRA)

Hapoel Beer-Sheva (ISR) v Besiktas (TUR)
PAOK (GRE) v Schalke 04 (GER)

JEA U-14 WOMEN'S C'SHIP

Satkhira
abort
semifinal

SPORTS REPORTER

Rangpur and Mymensingh
moved into the final of JFA
U-14 Women's National
Championship beating
their respective semifinal
opponents at the Shaheed
Mostafa Kamal Stadium in
Kamalapur yesterday.

Rangpur defeated
Thakurgaon 3-1 in a tie-
breaker after regulation time
ended in a 1-1 draw. Baby
put Thakurgaon ahead in
the 11th minute before
Rabeya levelled the margin
in the 35th minute.

In the day's other match,
Mymensingh were declared
winners after Satkhira
failed to turn up.

It has been learnt that
the coach of Satkhira took
the players back home over
a payment row with the
district football association.
The Satkhira DFA president
Sirajul Islam Khan, how-
ever, denied the accusation.

“Due to pressure from the
families of the players, we
were forced to bring them
back home,” said Khan.

Cavani brace
rescues PSG

AFP, Paris

A second-half brace from
Edinson Cavani saw cham-

pions Paris Saint Germain
come from two down to
earn a 2-2 draw with Ligue
1 leaders Nice at the Parc
des Princes on Sunday.

The visitors withstood
an early onslaught to go
into the break 2-0 up after
a sumptuous free-kick from
Wylan Cyprien on 32 min-
utes and a slick left-foot
shot from Alassane Plea
right on the break.

The result puts Nice on
40 points from 17 games,
one clear of second placed
Monaco and four clear of
under-pressure Unai
Emery's champions,

Nice coach Lucien Favre
looked relieved with the
point after Cavani had
finished from close range
on 46 minutes and then on
the hour mark before the
champions ripped into the
Ligue 1 leaders all the way
to the final whistle.

Gunners in 'title fight'

AFP, London

Arsene Wenger
believes Arsenal
are in the 'fight'
for their first
Premier League title since 2004 and
insists the Gunners will maintain the
pressure on leaders Chelsea in Tuesday's
trip to out of sorts Everton.

Arsenal have not lost in the Premier
League since the opening day of the
season, and had a short stay at the top
at the weekend before Chelsea eked
out a 1-0 win over West Brom to main-
tain their three point lead.

With a wvisit to bottom side
Sunderland on Wednesday they
should retain top spot ahead of next
weekend's games.

Wenger, though, is pleased with the
way his side have progressed from last
season when they finished a distant
second to Leicester having never posed
a significant challenge.

" At the minute there is no difference
anyway with the other teams," said
Wenger.

"But we are in there. So that's good --
we are in the fight.

"We were not too bad last year but I
believe we have improved. 1 believe
that we have created confidence."

Wenger will be without the impres-
sive German international Skohdran
Mustafi, who went off in the 3-1 win
over Stoke with a hamstring injury,
which will be music to the ears of
Belgian international Romelu Lukaku.

Premier
League

He returned to form with a brace in
the 3-2 defeat to Watford but Ronald
Koeman's honeymoon with the
Everton fans is well and truly over after
arun of just one win in 10 games.

Chelsea's trip to Sunderland
shouldn't pose too many problems --
even with rumours swirling they may
be punished with a points deduction
over the players role in the angry cli-
max to the Manchester City match
earlier this month -- despite the Black
Cats having won three of their previ-

FIXTURES

(2000GMT unless stated):

Tuesday

Everton v Arsenal (1945), Bournemouth v
Leicester (1945)

Wednesday

(rystal Palace v Manchester United, Manchester
City v Watford, Middlesbrough v Liverpool (1945),
Sunderland v Chelsea (1945), Tottenham Hotspur
v Hull, Stoke v Southampton, West Bromwich
Albion v Swansea, West Ham v Burnley (1945)

ous five matches.

Chelsea manager Antonio Conte
has proved the doubters wrong in
sending out a far more fluent and
happier side than the one that led to
Jose Mourinho being sacked last sea-
SO.

Diego Costa, who scored his 12th
goal of the season on Sunday, is one of
those who have been transformed and
Conte is expecting the 28-year-old to
get even better.

"I'm happy for him because he is

showing great passion. In every game
he is showing great commitment and
work rate to help the team," said
Conte.

The two London clubs gained some
breathing space at the weekend as the
chasing pack all dropped points --
Manchester City and Spurs both losing
and Liverpool held 2-2 at home by
struggling West Ham.

Spurs -- who host struggling Hull on
Wednesday -- could at least point to a
narrow 1-0 defeat by Manchester
United whereas Pep Guardiola's prob-
lems appear to be mounting with
City's 4-2 humbling by Leicester.

Guardiola, whose side have won
just four times in 15 matches, didn't
offer much in the way of a solution to
his players inability to tackle.

They failed to win one in the open-
ing 35 minutes against Leicester some-
thing which the Watford forwards will
be licking their lips at ahead of
Wednesday's clash.

"I am not a coach for the tackles. I
don't train for tackles. What I wantis to
try to play well and score goals. What
are tackles?,"” said Guardiola.

"I have to improve, but [ want to
play the football 1 feel because of
course it is simple to say 'concede fewer
goals and score more'."

Jose Mourinho will be hoping
United's win over Spurs will spark a
sequence of wins especially as three of
their next four are against teams in
trouble starting away at Crystal Palace
on Wednesday.
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Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo (C) jogs with his teammates during a training session at the Mitsuzawa
Stadium in Yokohama yesterday ahead of their Club World Cup match against Club America of Mexico on Thursday.

Sevilla cement
third place

AFP, Madrid

Sevilla strengthened their
grip on third in La Liga
thanks to captain Vicente
Iborra's hattrick in a 3-0 win
at Celta Vigo on Sunday.

Iborra was only brought
on as a substitute at half-
time by coach Jorge
Sampaoli after his exertions
as Sevilla booked their place
in the last 16 of the
Champions League with a 0-
0 draw at Lyon in midweek.

However, he made an
instant impact by heading
home the opener from
Pablo Sarabia's corner on 51
minutes.

The midfielder then broke
clear to seal the three points
six minutes from time before
adding a stoppage-time
penalty to round off the first
hattrick of his career.

Victory puts Sevilla five
points clear of fifth-placed
Atletico Madrid, who travel
to Villarreal on Monday
night.

Real hit
Japan at
sunrise

AFP, Tokyo

Real Madrid's early birds
swept into Tokyo at the
crack of dawn Monday to
contest the Club World Cup
and were greeted by hun-
dreds of bleary-eyed
Japanese fans.

The European champi-
ons, led by talisman
Cristiano Ronaldo, arrived a
little after 5am local time
and, despite the presence of
around 300 supporters
waiting for their idols to
appear, were quickly ush-
ered onto a team bus by
security officials.

Sporting dapper dark
suits, Real's superstar players
and French coach Zinedine
Zidane smiled and waved as
they passed fans -- several in
team jerseys and some
sporting Ronaldo masks --
before leaving for their hotel
in Yokohama.

The Spanish giants, who
beat Deportivo la Coruna at
the weekend to set a new club
record of 35 games unbeaten
in all competitions, face
Mexico's Club America on
Thursday for a place in the

| ClubWorld Cup final.



