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Relocate ICT
from old HC
building

SC asks law ministry again
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court has
further asked the law minis-
try to relocate the
International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) from its [SC]
old High Court building.

The SC sent a letter to
the ministry on December
4 to comply with the order
by December 31, a law
ministry official told The
Daily Star.

Law Minister Anisul
Hugq yesterday told report-
ers at his secretariat office
that his ministry will again
request the SC to review its
directive.

The SC on August 18
had sent a similar letter to
the law ministry.

As the SC now lacks
adequate accommodation
capacity for its judges and
other staff, it needs the
space, said the letter signed
by Abu Syed Diljar
Hussain, registrar of the
SC's High Court Division.

On October 30, the law
ministry sent a letter to the
to the SC's registrar general,
requesting it to review the
directive, saying that the
old HC building was a
traditional and historical
structure. It was con-
structed as an official resi-
dence of the then gover-
nors of East Bengal and
Assam provinces and then
it was turned into the High
Court of the then East
Pakistan,

The government has
been using the building as
ICT as it did not get a safe
structure at any other place.

Man arrested
over crossfire
threat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion
arrested a man in the capi-
tal's Shah Ali area early
yesterday for allegedly
taking Tk 50 lakh from a
woman saying that her son
would be killed in
“crossfire” if she did not
pay the money.

Posing as an informant
of law enforcers, Haji Alam,
what Rab says, swindled
Suraya Parveen, a physician
whose son Yasin
Muhammad Talukdar went
traceless on July 14.

Yasin, a British citizen of
Bangladeshi origin, was
picked up by some people,
who according to Suraya,
were claiming to be law
enforcers, from the capital's
Kakoli bus stand. Later,
Suraya filed a general diary
with Bhashantek police.

Yasin was an accused in
a case filed on February 9
against Gulshan café
attacker Nibras Islam, said
Khandaker Lutful Kabir,
commanding officer of
Rab 4, at a press briefing
in the capital.

Clarification

In a clarification sent in
response to a Daily Star
report - “Migration unac-
ceptable to climate victims”
- published yesterday,
Manusher Jonno
Foundation (M]F) stated
that it had organised the
December 11 programme
to disseminate its study
report on 'Climate Change
and Migration : From
Problem to Solution’,

“This study concentrated
on the climate-induced
migration that takes place in
Bangladesh due to the
effects of climate change
expressions in the climate-
vulnerable areas of
Bangladesh. The impression
of your heading depicts that
although migration is taking
place due to climatic effects,
people tend not to migrate
from their places of living.
But the fact is people who
become the victims of cli-
matic change they all feel
induced and want to
migrate to the places where
they can earn their
lost/alternative livelihoods,"
M]JF clarified.

It also added that Dr
Mohammad Hasan
Mahmud, MP, was present
as chief guest and endorsed
the findings of the above
study report and urged the
government and other
actors to better facilitate this
climate-induced migration.
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Weather may remain mainly dry with temporary partly cloudy sky over the country till 6:00pm today. Moderate to thick fog
may occurat places over the river basins and light to moderate fog may occur elsewhere over the country during late night till
morning. Night temperature may fall slightly and day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country, Met

(ffice said, reports UNB. The sun sets in the capital today at 05:13pmand rises tomorrow at 06:33am.

apparent attempt to make candidates of the Narayanganj City Corporation polls

be the one thing that comes to the mind of voters. The photo was taken on Bandar area yesterday.

Local leaders inactive, central
ones push on in NCC polls

RASHIDUL HASAN and MOHAMMAD
AL-MASUM MOLLA, back from N'ganj

Although it is an election to a local
body, local Awami League and BNP
leaders are apparently inactive while
central leaders are frequently cam-
paigning in favour of their mayoral
candidates in the Narayanganj City
Corporation (NCC) polls.

However, the local leaders are
showing up and becoming active
right before central leaders are arriv-
ing for electioneering.

The Daily Star correspondents
found the scenario visiting different
areas under NCCin the last two weeks.

BNP-nominated mayoral hopeful
Shakhawat Hossain Khan, an advo-
cate by profession, is finding it difficult
to woo voters due to a lack of coordi-
nation in his electioneering, admitted
BNP central and local leaders.

“This is because Shakhawat has
no post in local or central BNP and

has no experience in contesting in
any public election,” said a district
BNP leader.

Yesterday's picture was a bit differ-
ent as Taimur Alam Khandaker,
president of Narayanganj district unit
BNP, and some local leaders took
part in Shakhawat's campaign fol-
lowing pressure from party high-ups.

Shakhawat's main rival, Selina
Hayat Ivy, the ruling Awami League
nominated mayoral contestant, is in
a comfortable situation as she has
experience in contesting in the
maiden NCC election in 2011. Ivy
had secured a landslide victory.

Visiting Kathpatti area on Sunday
around 1:45pm, Shakhawat was
found conducting campaigns with
local leaders with him.

The some seven to eight people
with him were neither voters under
NCCnorlocal leaders of BNP.

Within half an hour, over 100
people joined Shakhawat's cam-

paign. However, all of them had
been brought from Rupganj in
Narayanganj and the capital's Uttara
and Mirpur as BNP Vice-Chairman
Abdul Awal Mintoo came to cam-
paign in favour of Shakhawat.

An aide of Mintoo told this corre-
spondent that he hired some 50 vehi-
cles and brought people from the
three areas in exchange for money.
None of them were voters under NCC.,

On Saturday, over 1,000 people
took part in electioneering for
Shakhwat as top leaders of BNP-led
20-party alliance visited Narayanganj.
But most of the campaigners were
from outside the NCC area.

“There might be some misman-
agement and lack of coordination in
the campaign of our candidate. But I
think BNP central leaders who are in
charge of overseeing the electioneer-
ing will fix the problem soon,” BNP
Vice-Chairman Shamsuzzaman
Dudu, who visited Narayanganj on
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Sunday, told The Daily Star.

Insiders said top leaders of
Narayanganj district and city unit of
BNP are not that much active for the
party nominated mayoral candidate
due to intra-party conflict.

For Ivy, although local leaders are
not active in her electioneering,
general people were seen taking part
in her campaigns. Most of the pro-
Shamim Osman leaders and activ-
ists of the local AL are yet to take part
in Ivy's campaign although a few
followers of AL lawmaker Shamim
joined the campaign yesterday:.

RO LETTERTO NCC

Nuruzzaman Talukder, returning
officer of the election, has sent a
letter to NCC asking its officials not
to take part in electioneering of any
mayoral or councillor candidates.

The RO took the action on receiv-
ing an allegation of Shakhawat that
a section of NCC officials are work-
ing in favour of Ivy.

NEWSy
brief

Don't show Mannan arrested
without warrant; SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High Court
order that directed the government not to show MA
Mannan, suspended mayor of Gazipur City
Corporation, arrested in any case without arrest
warrant.

A four-member bench of the Appellate Division
headed by Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha passed
the order dismissing a petition recently filed by the
government seeking stay on the HC order.

The HC on November 29 also ordered law enforcers
not to arrest Mannan at jail gate after his release.

Germany, Morocco take over the
co-chairmanship of GFMD

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Germany and Morocco will take over co-
chairmanship of the Global Forum on Migration
and Development (GFMD) on January 1, 2017
when the focus will be on the contribution of
GEMD to the United Nations' Global Compact on
Migration.

German State Secretary Markus Ederer and
Moroccan State Secretary El Nadir of the Ministry in-
Charge of Moroccans Living Abroad and Migration
Affairs were given the chairmanship during the annual
GFMD conference in Dhaka yesterday, said a German
embassy press release.

DC apologises for

FROM PAGE 3

superintendent of police asking him to appear before it
on January 2 and explain the reasons for using such
terms after Samad said he used the words as the SP used
similar words in his report submitted to the local admin-
istration,

The judges passed the order when hearing the petition
filed by three rights bodies including Ain o Salish Kendra
seeking necessary order on the Santal issue and fixed
December 14 for passing next order.

The clash broke out among the Santals, Rangpur Sugar
Mills staff and police over the eviction of the ethnic
minority community from a disputed land in the
upazila, leaving three Santal men dead and 20 others,
including nine policemen, injured.

Following the rights bodies' petition, the HC on
November 17 directed the government to ensure security
and free movement of the Santals, to allow them to har-
vest paddy and to submit a report on legal steps taken as
regards the attack.

Recognition must for

FROM PAGE 3

victims of physical and psychological tortures at any stage of
their lives while over 60 percent fall prey to physical tortures,
she said, referring to a survey of the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics. Women empowerment does not imply taking
away someone's authority, but rather it means sharing of
authority, said Shaheen, adding that raising the dignity of
women could help stop violence against them.

The government and NGOs, which work for women's
cause, should work together to find a way on adding the
value of their unpaid work to GDP, opined Fazle Rabbi
Miah, deputy speaker of the parliament,

Mentioning that every child should get proper lessons on
gender equality and dignity, Tasmima Hossain, the daily
Ittefaq's acting editor, urged the media to come forward to
this end and the government to ensure equal rights for men
and women in marriage registrations.

Two videos on women dignity were displayed at the
programme. Deputy Secretary to the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs Abul Hossain, the daily Ittefaq's Managing
Editor Ashish Saikat, Bangladesh Nari Pragati Sangha
Executive Director Rokeya Kabir, UUINDP Gender Specialist
Fowzia Khandakar Eva, Mount Everest conqueror Nishat
Majumder, actor Afzal Hossain, Begum Rokeya Padak
(award) winner Aroma Dutta and journalists Nasimun Ara
Minu and Supriti Dhar also addressed the discussion.

HC scraps BICL

FROM PAGE 3

scheduled to supply the equipment from Ciena, USA, con-
sidered to be one of the world's top three industries in the

sector, they said.

Ciena equipment had been used for carrying the Dhaka-
Cox's Bazar submarine bandwidth, said the sources. The
equipment, of 40 Gbps capacity, was first installed in 2008
and later upgraded to 240 Gbps capacity using latest 100
Gbps capable equipment, they said. The current capacity of
the submarine cable at Cox's Bazar is 200 Gbps and domes-
tic consumption is about 130 Gbps, said the sources.

Of the excess bandwidth, 10 Gbps is being exported to
India through Akhaura Agartala border while domestic
demand is expected to reach 210 Gbps by 2021, they added.

Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru, assisted by Barrister
Mahfuzur Rahman Milon and Barrister SM Jahangir
Hossain, argued for the petitioner while Attorney General

Mahbubey Alam appeared for BTCL,

Bhasani's birthday

FROM PAGE 4

Dhangara in Sirajganj in1880, Bhashani was the founder
and president of the Awami Muslim League which later
became Awami League (AL). He also formed a left-leaning
political organisation called National Awami Party (NAP).
He played a vital leading role in the 1969 mass upsurge. He
also led the historic Farakka March in 1976 to ensure
Bangladesh's right to the fair share of the Ganges River water.
The brave and devoted leader of the common people
worked relentlessly and spent almost his entire life for the
oppressed masses, which earned him the title “Mazlum Jana
Neta”, meaning the leader of the oppressed. The eminent
political leader passed away on November 17, 1976.

American College of
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and morality when they provide treatment and suggestion
to their patients. Bangladesh Cardiac Society President Prof
AKM Mohibullah and General Secretary Abdullah A Shafi

Majumder also spoke.

SAT TALA SLUM FIRE
115 families get
relief goods

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brac yesterday distributed
relief goods among 115
families of victims of a fire
that broke out at Sat Tala
slum in the capital's
Mohakhali.

Each family was given a
blanket, soap, sweater,
water jar and cooking mate-
rials, said a press release.

Besides, the victims were
given identity cards of Brac
to help them get relief goods
easily and properly. The fire
broke out at the slum on
Monday where at least 120
shanties were burnt.

Brac has decided to con-
tinue the programme until
Saturday. For this, at least Tk
26 lakh is needed. Anyone
can send aid to 150120-
2316474001 with Brac Bank
or bKash: 01730-321765.

Obituary

Crry DESK

A-b u l
Kalam,
medi1ia
manager of
Tz 0 ne
Advertising,
: W died due to
massive brain hemorrhage
in Dhaka yesterday. He was
45,

He left behind his wife
and three daughters.

The management and
staff of Triune Group
mourned the sad demise of
Abul Kalam. All are
requested to pray for salva-
tion of his departed soul.

Death anniversary
Crry DESK

Today is the
45th death
_ anniversary
e " of martyred
v, /'  intellectual
J "4 O O e )
Haider

Chowdhury (Eshika).

On this day in 1971,
Razakars, the collaborators
of the Pakistan Army, picked
him up blindfolded from his
Shahidbagh residence and,

_ later, killed him.
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