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TERROR
STRIKES |'I don't believe it

ASIA Trump joins Republicans in
A rejecting CIA reports
AFRICA

AFP, Washington
Clockwise from top,
Egyptian security offi-
cials inspect the scene
following a bombing
inside Cairo's Coptic
cathedral; an injured
policeman lies on a
stretcher at the site of
an explosion in central
Istanbul, Turkey; peo-
ple carry the body of a
victim at the scene of a
car bomb attack near
the port of the capital
Mogadishu, Somalia;
and relatives react
during a funeral after
terror attack in
Istambul. Story on
page 1.

US President-elect Donald Trump rejected the CIA's
reported conclusion that Russia intervened to help him win
the US election, saying in an interview broadcast yesterday
that the idea is "ridiculous."

"I think it's just another excuse. I don't believe it,” Trump
said in an interview with Fox News yesterday. "I think it's
ridiculous, " Trump said.

LIS intelligence had previously linked Russia to leaks of
damaging email from Democratic candidate Hillary
Clinton's campaign but saw it as a broad bid to undermine
confidence in the US political process.

On Friday, however, the Washington Post reported that
the CIA has concluded that the aim of the cyber intrusions
was to help Trump win the election.

Trump dismissed the reports as an attempt by Democrats
to excuse their election loss. He said there was "great
confusion" within the intelligence
agencies, whom he portrayed as fighting
among themselves.

"Nobody really knows. And hacking
is very interesting. Once they hack, if you
don't catch them in the act, you're not
going to catch them. They have no idea if
it's Russia or China or somebody. It
could be somebody sitting in a bed some
place. They have no idea," he said.

Republicans on Saturday rejected reports of the secret
CIA assessment finding. "The intelligence is wrong,"
Republican National Committee spokesman Sean Spicer
told CNN. "Itdidn't happen.”

However Senator Chuck Schumer, set to become
Democratic minority leader in January, called for a congres-
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sional probe into the matter.

Saturday.

a full investigation."

"That any country could be meddling in our elections
should shake both political parties to their core," he said

"It's imperative that our intelligence community turns
over any relevant information so that Congress can conduct

The debate simmered as US media reported that
ExxonMobil President and CEO Rex Tillerson -- a business-
man with ties to Russian President Vladimir Putin
Trump's likely pick for secretary of state,
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Paolo Géntilc:-ni

named as Italy's
new PM

AFP, Rome

Paolo Gentiloni was yester-
day named as Italy's new
prime minister following
reformist leader Matteo
Renzi's resignation in the
wake of a crushing referen-
dum defeat.

Gentiloni, who served as
foreign minister under Renzi,
was asked by President
Sergio Mattarella to form a
new centre-left government
that will guide Italy to
elections due by February
2018.

A close ally of the outgo-
ing premier, Gentiloni now
has to put together his own
government team ahead of a
parliamentary approval vote
expected on Wednesday.

In a brief statement,
Gentiloni said there was an
"urgent need for a fully
functioning government"
to address a series of press-
ing international, eco-
nomic and social issues.

Chief among those is a
looming crisis in the troubled
banking sector and ongoing
relief efforts after a series of
deadly earthquakes between
August and October.

Mattarella turned to
Gentiloni after opposition
parties rebuffed overtures
about a possible national
unity government. The
president rejected opposi-
tion demands for an imme-
diate election.

Renzi, who had been in
power for two years and 10
months, resigned last week
after voters overwhelmingly
rejected a package of consti-
tutional reforms on which

Either 'death or surrender

Rebels left with no choices as thousands flee Aleppo fighting

AGENCIES

Syria's army pushed forward in Aleppo
yesterday as thousands fled rebel-held
areas but its forces lost ground to the
south where the Islamic State group
recaptured the ancient city of Palmyra.

After a sudden withdrawal by
regime forces, IS jihadists made a
lightning-fast advance across Palmyra,
sparking new worries for its remaining
ancient treasures.

Forces loyal to President Bashar al-
Assad have been focused since mid-
November on second city Aleppo,
where they have retaken about 85
percent of the one-time rebel bastion
in the city's east.

Rebels now control only a small
area of Aleppo that is full of civilians
and under very fierce bombardment
after pro-government forces took the
al-Maadi district, a Turkey-based
official with the Jabha Shamiya rebel
group said yesterday.

Rebel groups in Aleppo had
received no word about US-Russia
talks to resolve the crisis in Aleppo, the

official said, warning that it would end
"in a tragic way" without outside

intervention and that they faced
"death or surrender”.

The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said more than 10,000 people
had fled the remaining rebel-held
districts since midnight, heading to
government-run west Aleppo and

WAR IN SYRIA, IRAQ

IS endures heavy pounding,
retakes Palmyra

US defence chief in Iraq to
review Mosul op

newly retaken areas in the city's north
and centre,

An estimated 120,000 people have
poured out of east Aleppo since late
November, according to the Britain-
based monitor. State news agency
SANA said at least 4,000 people had
fled rebel districts in just hours yester-
day and were taken by bus to tempo-

rary shelters.

US and Russian officials were
expected to continue talks in Geneva
Sunday on trying to reach a ceasefire in
Aleppo, but a week of intense diplo-
matic efforts have failed to stem the
fighting.

At least 413 civilians have been killed
in east Aleppo since the November 15
start of the offensive, according to the
Observatory, and 139 killed in rebel
rocket fire on the city's west.

Meanwhile, US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter held talks in Baghdad
yesterday to discuss the coming stages
of the offensive to retake the city of
Mosul from the Islamic State jihadist
group.

Carter flew to the Iraqgi capital on an
announced visit to "survey Kkey
locations directly supporting the battle
for Mosul”, the Pentagon said in a
statement.

Around 5,000 US troops are
deployed in Iraq as part of an "advise
and assist" mission to support Iraqgi
federal and Kurdish peshmerga forces
battling jihadists.

Oil truck fireball
kills 42 in Kenya

AGENCIES

A fireball from an oil lorry engulfed vehicles on one of
Kenya's main highways, killing at least 42 people late on
Saturday, a rescue worker at the scene said.

The tanker lorry rammed into vehicles north of the
central town of Naivasha then exploded, an official with the
National Disaster Management Authority said.

"More bodies are still trapped inside the burned vehi-
cles,” Red Cross volunteer Moha Maris told Reuters.

The government gave a lower death toll. "The information
that we have is that 13 vehicles were involved and so far we
have retrieved 33 bodies," Irungu Nyakera, Principal Secretary
at the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, told a news
conference.

An official in Naivasha said 50 people were being treated
in several hospitals for burns, eight of them in a serious
condition.

In a statement issued by Kenya's State House, President
Uhuru Kenyatta said "the tanker responsible for the deaths
should not have been on that particular road at that hour" and
called for a full investigation into a "tragic breach" of the rules
restricting the movement of large trucks on certain roads and at
certain times.

Police and witnesses said the truck with Ugandan
registration plates was travelling fast when it hit a speed
bump and then lost control, reports AFP.

Russia snubs Japan's

dog diplomacy

AFP, Tolyo

Russia has turned down Tokyo's latest attempt at dog
diplomacy ahead of a summit between President Vladimir
Putin and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe later this month, an
aide said, as the two leaders look to end a decades-old
territorial row.

Japan had planned to give the Russian president -- who is
known for being a canine lover -- a male Akita when he visits
Japan on December 15 and 16, which will include a trip to
Abe's home state of western Yamaguchi.

It was hoped the dog could accompany a female of the same
breed named "Yume" -- which means "dream” in Japanese --
that Tokyo had presented to Putin four years ago as a thank you
gift for Russia's help after the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

"Unfortunately, we received a reply yesterday that they
will not take him as the bridegroom, " Koichi Hagiuda, one
of Abe's close aides, said in a blog Friday.

At the much-anticipated summit -- and Putin's first such
visit since 2005 -- Japan is hoping to make progress on a
territorial dispute over the status of four Pacific islands near
its north coast, known as the Southern Kurils in Russia and
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Cadets from the US Military Academy fly a banner depicting President Elect Donald Trump prior to the game between
the Navy Midshipmen and the Army Black Nights at M&T Bank Stadium on Saturday in Baltimore, Maryland. rHoTO: AFP

'Long live French fries!

Says Kerry as he receives France's highest honour

AFP, Paris

Paris and Washington over the Irag war, to

the extent that America's beloved junk food,

US Secretary of State John Kerry has been given  prepch Fries, were briefly renamed Freedom

the Legion d'Honneur, France's highest honour,
with his French counterpart calling him "the
most French of American officials”.

At a ceremony in Paris on
Saturday, French Foreign Minister
Jean-Marc Ayrault also said the top
US diplomat was a "tireless cham-

pion of peace".

"Francophone, Francophile,
you are certainly the most French
of American officials" Ayrault said.

Kerry's French heritage and
fondness for the country saw him attacked
on the presidential campaign trail in 2004,
when he was the Democratic candidate
running against Republican George W Bush.

Tensions were running high between

Fries, Ayrault said.

Kerry's mother and aunt were born in Paris
in the early 1920s and America's top
diplomat spent holidays as a young
man at the family residence in
Saint-Brignac-sur-Mer, in Brittany.

Ayrault paid tribute to the
"sincerity” of Kerry's political and
diplomatic engagement, citing his
contributions as secretary of state to
the historic 2015 climate change
agreement, the Iran nuclear deal
and the struggle to bring the war in Syria to an
end.

A visibly moved Kerry said France was
America's "oldest ally".

"Long live French fries! Long live France!

China goods enter Nepal; India irked

Report says the move could severely affect Indian businesses in the region

TNN, Beijing

The first major consignment of goods
worth $2.8 million has left the Chinese
border for Nepali capital of
Kathmandu. This is the biggest goods
movement between the two countries
since 2005 when China built what it
calls the Friendship Highway to link
towns on two sides across difficult
mountain terrain, observers said.

The move, which involves trans-
porting goods of daily use, electronic
and electrical appliances, will severely
hit Indian businesses which had
unfettered access to the Nepali market
for decades. Dozens of trucks set off
from the Tibetan border port of
Gyirong for Kathmandu, which is 860
km away, Chinese news agency Xinhua

said.

China has been actively encourag-
ing Kathmandu to reduce Nepal's
dependence on India for the supply
of goods and services like energy and
telecommunication since early this
year.

Nepal signed an agreement with
China on movement and exchange of
containers a week ago. Last month,
Nepali Telecom entered into a deal for
use of Chinese telecommunication
goods and facilities.

The flow of goods from China, its
northern neighbour, will encourage
Nepal to accept the Chinese offer for
rail connectivity, observers said.

"Nepali Prime Minister Prachanda
is encouraging this move because he
wants to persuade Chinese president

X1 Jinping to visit Nepal. Such a visit
will enhance his image," Pramod
Jaiswal, senior fellow with the Institute
of Peace and Conflict Studies told
TNN.

"l think China also wants
Prachanda to continue in the post for
long. His rival, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
recently attended a meeting in which
the prime minister of the Tibetan
government in exile was present.
China would not have liked this at all,”
Jaiswal said.

The consignment of shoes, cloths,
hats, furniture, kitchen utilities, appli-
ances and building material has
already traversed a 5,200-km long
journey by train from the south
Chinese province of Guangdong to the
Tibetan city of Xigeze before they were
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Indonesia foils plotto

bomb state palace
REUTERS, Jakarta

Indonesian counter-terrorism
forces on Saturday arrested
three people near the capital
Jakarta suspected of planning
a bomb attack on the presi-
dential palace, a police
spokesman said. The arrests
of two men and a woman
are the latest in a security
crackdown ahead of the
New Year holiday season
and come amid concerns of
a rise in Islamic State-
inspired radicalism in the
world's largest Muslim-
majority country.

Iransigns contractto
buy 80 Boeingplanes

AFP, Tehran

Iran Air said yesterday it had
finalised a contract to buy 80
planes from US firm Boeing,
the official IRNA news agency
reported. Boeing said the
contract -- Iran's first deal with
a US aviation firm since the
1979 Islamic revolution -- was
worth $16.6 billion. "Fifty of
the planes are 737 and the
other 30 are the long haul 777
that will be delivered to Iran
Air in a period of 10 years,”
said Farhad Parvaresh, chief
executive of the national
Carrier.

Vardah heads towards
Andhra-Tamil Nadu

IANS, Vijaymwada

Authorities yesterday sounded
an alert in Andhra Pradesh and
adjoining Tamil Nadu as
cyclonic storm 'Vardah' owver
the Bay of Bengal has turned
into a "very severe" one. The
storm is likely to cross north
Tamil Nadu and south Andhra
Pradesh coast by this after-
noon, said Indian
Meteorological Department
yesterday. The Met office has
forecast light to moderate rains
at many places with isolated
heavy to very heavy falls over
south Andhra coast and north

coastal Tamil Nadu from
yesterday evening for subse-
quent 36 hours.

Three Ukrainiantroops

killedinrebel east
AFP, Kiev

Three Ukrainian soldiers
were killed and two
wounded in the country's
rebel east, the bloodiest day
for government forces in
more than a month, Kiev
said yesterday. Nearly 10,000
people have died since
Lkraine's mostly Russian-
speaking eastern industrial
regions revolted against
Kiev's pro-Western govern-
mentin April 2014,




