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'Harder to bat
at home than

r

o

against New Zealand.

All this, of course, has been planned as the management
is expecting the foreign conditions to be tough for the

Bangladesh national team.

The Bangladesh ODI and T20I skipper however told
reporters yesterday that he expects the tour of New Zealand
to be easier for Bangladesh's batsmen.

“I feel that the wickets here are more difficult to bat on
than in New Zealand. Whenever we think about New
Zealand, Australia and South Africa, we think of seaming
conditions, but at the moment, it's nothing like that.

“Teams end up scoring 350 to 400 runs over there. They
are very true wickets and easy for batsmen. It may be a bit
difficult to bat in the first five to seven overs, but after that it
will be easy for batsmen,” said Mashrafe.

“Of course, the Tests may be a little different. But on the
whole, I think that it will be easier for our batsmen to score
there as compared to here, provided that they are mentally

prepared,” he added.

Furthermore, he also said that it would be wrong to
expect those performing well in the Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) to do similarly well in New Zealand.

“A batsman may be a bit more confident if he performs
well in the BPL, but there is no similarity between perform-
ing here and there. You can't say that a player who has done
well in this league will do well there. Bowlers especially will
find it more difficult over there,” said Mashrafe.

With Comilla Victorians' season having come to an end,
skipper Mashrafe Bin Mortaza now has to shift his focus
to the main job — captaining the limited-overs teams on
Bangladesh's tour of New Zealand starting later this

Bangladesh's team management has left
no stones unturned as far as their prepara-
tions for the New Zealand series is
concerned.

They named a preparatory squad months before the
series; they will be touring Australia before going to New
Zealand in order to acclimatise to conditions in the south-
ern hemisphere; they will also be playing against two teams
from the Big Bash League in order to prepare for the T20Is

With a playoff spot up for grabs Khulna Titans skipper Mahmudullah Riyad rose to the occasion with a 28-ball 50 against Bangladesh Premier League leaders
Dhaka Dynamites at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.
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However, he was caught in the deep off Arafat
Sunny in the eleventh over. Two overs later,
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difference. Imrul and Khalid puton 88 runsinthe Zaidi added a few quick cameos and helped them tournament. But the players were able to cope | Zaurnotout 382 173
first 10.1 overs. Imrul hit seven fours and two reach the 170-run mark. with that and come back with wins. And I think | AnwarcKazmulbSaifuddin -~ 1/3 -~ 0/0
sixes and seems to have returned to form right Sunny and Rubel Hossain, who scalped two that will help the younger players a lot in the | hohagstlitonbRasid 778 ~1/0
before the New Zealand series. wickets each, were the key wicket-takers forComilla,  future. They will know how to cope with ;-::::‘f:;u; Sl 4."54 0/0

pressure,” reckoned Mashrafe after the match
yesterday.

An aggressive start from Mohammad Shahzad
helped Rangpur race to 49 for 1 after six overs, with
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