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Police detain a protester from India's main opposition Congress party during a protest against the government's decision to withdraw 500 and
1000 Indian rupee banknotes from circulation in Kolkata, India, yesterday. The US supported India's move of demonetising 500 and 1000 cur-
rency notes, saying that it was an "important" and "necessary" step to address corruption.
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India signs $750m deal
for BAE howitzers

AFP, New Delhi

India has signed a $750
million agreement with the
United States to buy 145
howitzer artillery guns
from BAE Systems, an
official said yesterday;, its
first such deal in three
decades. India, the world's
number one defence
importer, is updating its
military capabilities with
hardware worth tens of

billions of dollars in the
face of long-standing ten-
sions with regional rivals
China and Pakistan,

Rahul Gandhi's Twitter
account hacked

TNN, New Delhi

Less than a day after India's
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's Twitter account
was hacked, it was hacked
again, this time along with
the Twitter account of his
Congress party. Here's what
the Indian National
Congress party's Twitter
account said: Coming up is
a full dump of inc.in con-
gress emails, stay tuned for
Christmas special. We have
enough info to drop your
party down to shreds,

Ukraine launches
missile near Crimea

AFP, Kiev

Ukraine yesterday
unleashed a barrage of
missile tests near Russian-
annexed Crimea in a show
of strength and defiance
bound to irritate Moscow.
The two-day military drills
near the Black Sea penin-
sula are a first for the for-
mer Soviet republic and a
sign that it is regaining
assertiveness in the face of
its arch-foe Russia.

Trump praises Pak PM

Offers to help solve problems in an effusive phone call

REUTERS, Islamabad

US president-elect Donald Trump offered to
help solve Pakistan's problems and praised
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif as a "terrific
guy" in the first call between the two men,
the Pakistani leader's office said.

Historical allies in the region, Islamabad
and Washington have seen relations sour in
recent years over US accusations that
Pakistan shelters Islamist militants, a charge
denied by the South
Asian nation.

Sharif's office said late
on Wednesday the
Pakistani premier called
Trump to congratulate
him on his victory and
issued a read out of the
call. Trump's team con-
firmed the two men
talked and issued a brief statement.

"President Trump said Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif you have a very good reputa-
tion. You are a terrific guy. You are doing
amazing work which is visible in every way,"
said the statement issued by Sharif's office.

"I am ready and willing to play any role
that you want me to play to address and
find solutions to the outstanding prob-
lems, It will be an honour and I will per-

The prime minister's office did not elabo-
rate on the kind of problems Trump offered
to solve. The statement also did not clarify
why exactly Trump was impressed with
Sharif.

Pakistan's sputtering economy has
rebounded since Sharif was elected in 2013
and security has wvastly improved amid
greater efforts by the army to tackle militants
such as the Pakistani Taliban.

But security remains a problem as
Islamist groups continue
to stage mass attacks and
Islamic State radicals
have sought to gain a
foothold inside Pakistan.

Trump's office said the
two leaders had a "pro-
ductive conversation
about how the United
States and Pakistan will
have a strong working relationship in the
future”.

"President-elect Trump also noted that
he is looking forward to a lasting and strong
personal relationship with Prime Minister
Sharif," the statement added.

Detailing the conversation, Sharif's office
added that Trump told the Pakistani pre-
mier to feel free to call him any time before
he assumes office on January 20.

ROHINGYA CRACKDOWN
Malaysia axes
Myanmar
soccer matches

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Muslim-majority Malaysia
has abruptly cancelled two
under-22 football friendlies
against Myanmar to protest
at the bloody crackdown
on Rohingya Muslims.

The national football team
announced via Twitter
Wednesday that the
December 9 and 12 matches
in Yangon had been cancelled
but did not elaborate.

Malaysia has recently
upped its criticism of
Myanmar over its handling
of the crisis.

Officials from the Football
Association of Malaysia could
not be reached for comment
but a senior Malaysian sports
official told AFP yesterday
that the cancellation was a
"political decision”.

Yesterday, Prime Minister
Najib Razak in a speech
strongly condemned the
violence against "our
Muslim Rohingya brothers”
in Buddhist-dominated
Myanmar.

What's behind abuse
of Rohingya Muslims?

Muslim Rohingya facing discrimination and violence from the
Buddhist majority in Myanmar but plight going unnoticed by
world at large.

THE MOST FRIENDLESS PEOPLE IN
THEWORLD

Although Rohingya - a Muslim ethnic
minority of about 1 million among
Myanmar's predominantly Buddhist 52
million people - have lived in Myanmar
for generations, most people view them

as foreign intruders from neighboring
Bangladesh. Bangladesh, which hosts

many

refugees, also
refuses to recog-

nize

citizens.
Rohingya are
probably the

most

people in the |
world.

have

advocating for them at all’

Rohingya

them as
"The

friendless Eree

They just
no one

Kitty
McKinsey, a spokeswoman for the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees, said in
2009.

BORDER ATTACKS LED TO LATEST
OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE

Almost all Rohingya live in western
Myanmar's Rakhine state, where the
military has stepped up operations since
November, when nine police officers
were killed in attacks on posts along the

border with Bangladesh. The identity of
the perpetrators

remains unclear.

Rohingya villagers armed with home-

made

weapons resisted troops and an

unknown number of villagers died,
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along with a handful of soldiers and offi-
cials. Rohingya solidarity groups say sev-
eral hundred civilians have been killed
since October. The New York-based group
Human Rights Watch says satellite imagery
shows 1,250 houses and other structures
have been burned down. In 2012, violence
between Rohingya and the Buddhist com-
munity killed hundreds and forced about
140,000 people -
predominantly
Rohingya - to flee
their homes to
camps for the
internally dis-
placed. About
100,000 remain in
the squalid camps
and dependent on
charity.
DISAPPOINTMENT WITH SUU KYI
There has been great disappointment
that Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,
whose political party took power in
Myanmar this year after decades of
military rule, has failed to ease the plight
of Rohingya despite her reputation as a
fighter for human rights. Speaking out
for Rohingya rights is an unpopular
political position. However, Suu Kyi's
government in August appointed for-
mer UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to head an advisory panel aimed at
finding lasting solutions to the conflict
in Rakhine state. He is scheduled to visit
Rakhine today. INDEPENDENT.CO.UK
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Vajiralongkorn new Thai king

AFEP, Banghkok

Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn was proclaimed king of
Thailand late yesterday, opening a new chapter for the powerful
monarchy in a country still mourning the death of his father.

Vajiralongkorn, 64, who inherits one of the world's richest
monarchies as well as a politically troubled nation, ascends
the throne 50 days after King Bhumibol Adulyadej's death.

After weeks of complex palace protocols the prince was
invited by the head of the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) to ascend the throne in an event broadcast on all Thai
television channels.

"l agree to accept the wishes of the late king... for
the benefit of the entire Thai people,”
Vajiralongkorn, who was named heir for more
than 40 years, said.

The sombre ceremony at his Bangkok palace
was attended by junta leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha,
the powerful head of the privy council and the
chiefof the NLA.

Red-jacketed courtiers looked on as a palace
staff member shuffling on his knees presented the new king
with a microphone through which he delivered his few
words of acceptance.

Buddhist temples across the country have been asked to
beat drums and gongs after his proclamation.

He becomes Rama X of Thailand's Chakri dynasty, but
will not formally be crowned until after his father's crema-
tion, which is expected next year.

Bhumibol's reign, which ended on October 13, spanned
seven turmoil-laden decades, pockmarked by a communist

insurgency, coups and street protests.

To many Thais Bhumibol was the only consistent force in
a politically combustible country, his image burnished by
ritual and shielded by a harsh royal defamation law.

INTO THE LIMELIGHT
Vajiralongkorn does not yet enjoy the same level of popularity.

He spends much of his time outside of the public eye,
particularly in southern Germany where he owns property.

He has had three high-profile divorces, while a recent police
corruption scandal linked to the family of his previous wife
allowed the publica rare glimpse of palace affairs.

Yesterday's ascension ends a period of uncer-
tainty which followed a shock junta announcement
after Bhumibol's death that the prince had asked to
delay his official proclamation so he could mourn.

Thailand's constitutional monarchy has limited
formal powers.

But it draws the loyalty of much of the king-
dom's super-rich business elite as well as a military
that dominates politics through its regular coups.

It is also protected from criticism by one of the world's
harshest lese majeste laws, carrying up to 15 years in jail for
every charge of defaming the king, queen, heir or regent.

That law makes open discussion about the royal family's
role all but impossible inside the kingdom and means all
media based inside the country routinely self-censor.

In a sign of the extreme sensitivity of all royal matters
inside Thailand, the BBC World News segment on the king-
dom was pulled by censors with the words "programming
will return shortly" replacing its report.

Malaysia eyes snap poll

PM vows to fight until death showing no sign
of quitting over a massive financial scandal

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

ering is the country's most closely watched

political event.

Malaysia will hold polls soon, embattled
Prime Minister Najib Razak said yesterday,
vowing "to fight until the death" and show-
ing no sign of succumbing to calls to quit
over a massive financial scandal.

It was the first time the Malaysian leader
has signalled he may bring forward
polls not due until mid-2018, as he |
addressed the annual assembly of
his ruling United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO) and called
for party unity.

"l know, many can feel the heat
... and are waiting for directions to |
battle in the polls that will be held
soon," he said.

Speaking to some 2,600 delegates of
UMNO, which represents the Malay heart-
land whose support is crucial for any
Malaysian leader, Najib promised to uphold
Islam and protect the community's interests.

The party has been in power ever since
independence in 1957 and its annual gath-

"God willing, we will fight until the death
and until the last drop of blood," Najib told
delegates, who had earlier greeted him with
enthusiastic applause, signalling their sup-
port for his leadership.

“Please realise my (Malay) race,
1 do not falter for a moment as we
are facing unprecedented chal-
lenges," he added.

Ruslee Bedol, a delegate from
southern Johor state, told AFP that
UMNO had already started prepar-
ing for a vote and said "we expect
elections in the next six months.”

UMNO has dominated multi-
cultural Malaysia for decades, enshrining
policies that favour the Malay majority.

But the large ethnic Chinese minority
and a new generation of other voters have
flocked to the opposition in disgust over
racial politics and persistent accusations of
corruption and democratic abuses.

NORTH KOREA SANCTIONS

UN slaps toughest
ever penalties

AFP, United Nations

The United Nations Security Council on Wednesday unani-
mously imposed its toughest ever sanctions on North
Korea, placing a cap on its key coal exports after the state's
defiant nuclear tests.

The new sanctions resolution, which was spearheaded by
the United States and came after three months of tough
negotiations with fellow veto-wielding council member
China, passed by a 15-0 vote.

The resolution demands that North Korea "abandon all
nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programs” and takes aim
at the state's exports of coal -- its top external revenue source.

Under the resolution, North Korea will be restricted from
exporting beyond 7.5 million tons of coal in 2017, a reduc-
tion of 62 percent from 2015.

Samantha Power, the US ambassador to the United
Nations, said that the resolution would strip the regime of
more than $700 million in hard currency, dramatically
reducing the money it can spend on nuclear and ballistic
weapons.

Power, speaking to reporters with her counterparts from
LIS allies South Korea and Japan, called the resolution "the
strongest sanctions regime the Security Council has

| imposed on any country in more than a generation."
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