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Robbers loot
house in
Manikganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

Armed robbers looted gold
ornaments and cash from a
house at Falsatia village
under Shivalaya Police
Station of the district early
yesterday.

Locals said a gang of five
to six entered the house of
one Masum Ali of the
village as soon as one of
the house members went
out of the room to respond
to the call of nature around
3:30am.

Masum's wife Jobeda
Begum said they first tied
up their son Palash with
ropes and then beat her
mercilessly with iron rods,
when they tried to resist
the gang.

They snatched the keys
at gunpoint and took away
cash Tk 30,000 and 1.5
tolas of gold and eight
tolas of silver.

Officer-in-Charge
Monirul Islam of Shivalaya
Police Station said he heard
about the incident but
none had filed any com-
plaint in this regards till
filing of this report as of
6:00pm.
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2 JMB men jailed
for 20 years in
C'nawabganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgani

A Chapainawabganj court yesterday sen-
tenced two members of banned militant
outfit Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) to 20 years' imprisonment each in
two arms cases filed in 2009.

Judge of Special Tribunal-2 Ziaur
Rahman, also additional district judge,
pronounced the verdict.

The convicts are Abdul Mumin, 31, son
of Taiwab Ali of Kalai Diar in
Gomostapur upazila, and Ramzan Alj, 31,
son of Tofajjal Haque of Khorogpur-
Ghonetola village in Bholahat upazila
under the district.

Of them, Ramzan was tried in absentia.

According to the prosecution, police
arrested Mumin with five bullets, arms
making materials and jihadi books from
Kharagpur in Shibganj upazila on June 14 in
20009,

Later, a case was filed with Shibganj
Police Station, accusing Mumin under Arms
Act.

Meanwhile, police in a drive seized a gun
and three bullets fromm Ramzan's house on
June 17 the same year.

However, Ramzan fled the scene, sensing
the presence of the law enforcers.

Workers load kans grass straw on a truck at a market in Shyampur of Rajshahi. The photo was taken a few days ago.

Kans grass harvest, gift of season

Milton says kans grass straw sale a one-month business. Harvest
begins in October and trading runs throughout November

ANWAR ALl with ANDREW EAGLE

Few can deny the poetic beauty of kans
grass, locally called kashful. When the mon-
soon recedes and grass colonises newly
exposed riverbanks, as its familiar fluffy,
white flower-stalks sway to any breeze, it's a
scene that can only calm the mind. But by
late November the grass has
dried and turned pale. In this
season on the Padma river
chars in Rajshahi, kans grass
no longer signifies beauty
alone. [t means money.

Kans grass straw is favoured
by betel leaf growers for use in
constructing their “barouj”
shadehouses, common to
lowland betel leaf cultivation.
Late autumn is harvest season.

“It's a one-month busi-
ness,” says Mohammad
Milton one early morning at
the Naboganga river ghat. "The harvest
begins in October with prices remaining
profitable until late November.” He super-
vises four labourers as they anchor a boat
loaded with straw bundles.

“Labourers harvest the kans grass on the
chars and bring it by ox cart to the riverbank

to be transported by boat to the city,” he
adds. As he speaks the kans grass bundles
are being brought ashore, across a wooden
plank from boat to ghat, carried on
labourer's heads.

“We work from dawn to dusk,” says Md
Helal, one young labourer, “The pay is good.
Cutting kans grass earns us a better income

By late November the kans grass,
locally known as kashful, has dried
and turned pale. In this season on the
Padma river chars in Rajshahi, kans
grass no longer signifies beauty alone.
It means money

than any labouring job on a farm.” His efforts
will reward him with around Tk 750 for the
day, with every 100 bundles harvested earn-
ing a labourer Tk 500. “On average | can
harvest 150 bundles per day,” he explains.
Saifur Rahman leases the land on which
the kans grass grows in order to organise its
harvest. “The straw is selling at higher prices

this year,” he says. "At this time last year 100
bundles sold for between Tk 650 to Tk 1000,
but this year the rate is not less than Tk 1000."
Trader Masud Rana has arrived at the ghat
from Bagmara to buy the straw. He has
already visited straw markets in Shyampur,
Charghat and Bagha in Rajshahi. He will
even travel as far as Kushtia or Sirajganj, he
says, in search of quality straw.
“It's easy to sell it in betel leaf
producing areas like Bagmara,
Mohanpur and Durgapur
upazilas in the district,” Masud
says. "Thin straw is favoured
over thicker stems.” Masud
notes that he can sell quality
straw to betel leaf growers forup

to Tk 1500 per 100 bundles.
Along the Padman river-

bank kans grass straw will be

unloaded from dawn to dusk.

Huge straw stockpiles dot the
landscape, waiting to be transported by
truck or three-wheeler to betel leaf produc-
ing areas. Up to twenty truckloads of straw
are sold in the district daily, making the
distinctive kans grass straw an inescapable
sight to the city's south at this time of year,
integral to this very season.

LAND ACQUISITION
Protest
continues 1n
Mymensingh

OUuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

More than 20,000 people of
seven villages in
Mymensingh brought out a
procession in the town
yesterday, demanding
exemption of their home-
steads and farmlands from
acquisition.

They have been protesting
the proposed land acquisition
for the development of
Mymensingh division for
over a month under the ban-
ner of Basotbhita and
Fasolijami Rokkha
Committee, said the villagers.

Addressing the rally, the
speakers said there are vast
char lands on both sides of
the Brahmaputra river but
the local administration
targeted the densely popu-
lated char areas.

The villagers repeatedly
urged the administration to
implement the first phase
covering 1220 acres of land
for divisional activities but
they did not pay any heed to
them, they said.

Later, they submitted a
memorandum to the deputy
commissioner to meet the
demand.

PHOTO: STAR

None in CHT to

lose their land

Obaidul Quader tells
Rangamati meeting

A CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

The government is determined to fully implement
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace accord, Road Transport
and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader said at a public recep-
tion in the district town yesterday.

The district unit of ruling Awami League (AL) arranged
the reception marking Quader's first visit to CHT after being
elected general secretary of AL.

“The government is working for peace and develop-
ment in CHT. CHT Land Commission has already
started work for solving land dispute which is a major
problem in three hill districts of CHT," Quader said at
the programme.

"No one will lose their land. Please don't listen to any
rumour from any vested quarter and extend help to the
commission to continue their work.

"Process is on to start construction of 130-kilometre-
long Rajastoli-Farua-Barkal-Teghamukh road and 10-
kilometre-long Bogachari-Naniarchar-Longudu road very
soon," he said.

Enamul Haque Shamim, organising secretary of
Chittagong divisional unit of AL, Dipankar Talukdar, presi-
dent of Rangamati AL, Firoja Begum Chinu, lawmaker from
Rangamati, and AL activists from different upazilas
attended the programme.

The minister also visited Khagrachhari yesterday.
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PSTU admission
test December 2

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

The admission test for first
year honours courses for
academic year 2016-17 for
Patuakhali Science and
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