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Covering their faces with black cloth, people from all walks of life, including the ethnic minorities, form a human chain
on DB Road in Gaibandha town yesterday, demanding arrest and punishment of the people responsible for killing of

three Santals and atroticities on the community people on November6and7. PHOTO: STAR
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ATTACK ON GAIBANDHA SANTALS

Arrest of MP, sugar
mills MD demanded

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Ethnic Santals accompanied by locals joined
agitation programmes in different northern
districts yesterday demanding justice for the
killing of three Santal men and atrocities on
the community people during an eviction
drive in Shahebganj sugarcane farm area of
Gaibandha district on November 6 and 7.

Covering faces with black cloth, the
agitators lined up with placards and banners
along DB Road in Gaibandha town during an
hour-long human chain from 12 noon,
reports our Gaibandha correspondent.

Jativa Adivasi Parishad, Jano Uddog,
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad, Udichi Shilpi
Gosthi and Bangladesh Chhatra Union
jointly organised the programme.

The speakers at the human chain demanded
arrest of Gaibandha-4 lawmaker Abul Kalam
Azad, Sapmara union parishad chairman Shakil
Akhand Bulbul and Rangpur Sugar Mill
managing director Abdul Awal, as they are
among the accused in the case filed by Santals.

They also demanded withdrawal of
Abdul Hannan, upazila nirbahi officer of
Gobindaganj, and Subrota Kumara Sarkar,
officer-in-charge of Gobindaganj Police
Station, for conducting eviction drive
against Santal community in Shahebgan.

Qur Dinajpur correspondent reports:
The ethnic people from different upazilas
joined a human chain organised by
Dinajpur unit of Jatiya Adivasi Parishad in
front of Dinajpur Press Club in the town.

The speakers at the rally demanded judicial
probe and punishment for killing of three
Santals and torching and looting houses of the
community people on Novembert6and 7.

They demanded arrest of the 33 named
accused of the case filed by Santals and
rehabilitation of the evicted Santals on their
forefathers’ land.

Similar programmes were also organised
in different northern districts including
Rajshahi, Thakurgaon, Bogra, Rangpur,
Joypurhat and Naogaon and Natore.

Mother sells
baby to buy
drugs!

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A drug addict woman of
Rangpur allegedly sold her 33-
day-old child for Tk 5,000.

The accused is Jamila
Begum, 35, wife of Md Rasel, a
slum resident of Muslimpara.

Her husband Rasel is
engaged in selling and
consuming heroin in the
area, said Rangpur police.

Jamila secretly sold her baby
to a man of Kurigram for Tk
5,000 to buy drugs through a
broker on November 22, said
ABM Zahidul Islam, OC of
Sadar Police Station, adding
that they leammed about the
incident from different sources
on Saturday.

The man, who purchased
the baby, is now staying in
Narayanganj, said the OC.

Refuting the allegation of
selling her baby, Jamila,
however, said she lost the child.

Sale of winter clothes
peaks in two dists

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

People of northern districts see sharp rise in the sale of warm | MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

clothes especially at makeshift shops in Rangpur and
Dinajpur, as the winter has set in.

Low income people throng to different low price markets
of the two districts everyday to buy winter clothes before the
mercury falls further that can push the prices up a bit.

‘Price of warm clothes is still affordable for the people
like me and many others,' said Lokman Hakim at a make-
shift market in Rangpur Railway Station area.

The traders, however, hinted that the prices of warm
clothes will see a rise from early December.

Rafiqul Islam, a rickshaw puller in Rangpur city, said
'People here are busy buying their winter clothes early this
season because every year prices go up with the fall of
temperature.’

Winter clothes traders of different markets also admitted
early bumper business this season.

During a visit to different areas, this correspondent
found a number of makeshift warm clothes shops at Salek
Market, Jamal Market, Surovi Udyan, Technical College and

Continued encroachment and
cultivation in Lawachara National
Park area under the district threatens
biodiversity in the unique rain
forest.

"In Lawachara, 87.20 acres of
forestland has already been grabbed.
Most of it is in Bagmara area. Some
people, engaged in cultivation in the
government forestlands, are also
involved in looting trees,” said
Rezaul Karim, Lawachara forest beat
officer,

A good number of people have
built houses there and cultivating
lemon, pineapple and rabi crops.

During a visit to the area a few
days ago, this correspondent saw

LAWACHARA NATIONAL PARK

Encroachers threaten biodiversity
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Cutting of trees to clear forest areas for fruit cultivation is now a common sight in Lawachara National Park
under Moulvibazar. The photo was taken from Bagmara in Kamolganj upazila a few days ago.

PHOTO: STAR

Govt Girls' School area in Rangpur town where buyers were
found browsing and buying winter clothes.

Away in Dinajpur, arrival of winter has pushed up sale of
warm clothes at makeshift shops at different places in the
district.

Low earning people are thronging at makeshift shops to
pick up their desired winter clothes at a minimum price.

Besides, quilt makers of the two districts are also passing

cultivation of pineapple, lemon and
jackfruit by some people.

Shamsul Mia, who is in posses-
sion of more than seven acres of
forestland, said about 300 families
are now living in different parts of
Lawachara forest.

Abdul Karim Kim, general

Andolon's Sylhet chapter, said tree
felling and cultivation inside the
demarcated boundary of a protected
area like Lawachara forest shows the
poor management and indifference
of the forest department and it
causes gradual destruction of the
rain forest.

conservator of forest in Moulvibazar,
said the higher authorities were
informed of the matter and steps
should be taken for recovering the
forestlands from the grabbers.

Sharif Jamil, joint secretary of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon, said,
"Earlier the railway department's

trees in the name of safe passage
failed due to people's demand. Now
the same is being done through
different ways like lemon garden-
ing."

"We demand restrictions on all
kinds of harmful activities including
reckless tourism to protect

Seven-day
ultimatum to
repair roads

OuURrR CDRR_ESPDHDEHT,
Lalmonirhat

Lalmonirhat transport
leaders yesterday threatened
to go for a tougher move-
ment if the authorities
concerned do not take any
steps to repair all the dam-
aged roads in the district in
the next seven days.

Most of the roads in the
district have been in awful
condition for long causing
immense sufferingto the users.

General Secretary of
District Bus-Minibus Sramik
Union Bulbul Ahmed gave
the seven-day ultimatum at
a road blockade programme
in the district town.

Transport owners and
workers blocked
Lalmonirhat-Burimari
highway for about four
hours from 10:00am,
demanding repair of the
highway and other connect-
ing roads at Mission

busy time in making quilts and selling blankets.

secretary of Bangladesh Paribesh

Tobibur Rahman,

assistant

attempt to cut down thousands of

Lawachara forest," he added.

Intersection in the town.

This patch of wild weeds and bushes is actually a 39-foot long bridge over a hilly spring (locally called
chhara) in Bolipara under Thanchi upazila of Bandarban. Built by the disaster management ministry in

2014 at a cost of Tk 40 lakh, itis rarely used by the locals.

KALPANA CHAKMA CASE

Family rejects
probe report

A CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

PHOTO: STAR

They

Family members of Kalpana Chakma, who was
abducted 20 years ago, rejected the investigation
report of the case yesterday.

also filed a no-confidence petition before
the court of Chief Judicial Magistrate Sabrina Ali,

The court fixed January 10 for hearing on the
petition filed by Kalpana's elder brother Kalindi
Kumar Chakma.

The investigation officer filed the investiga-
tion report on September 7 without identifying
any abductor.

Till today, 39 police officers have investigated
the case, but none identified the abductors.

Kalpana Chakma, organising secretary of Hill
Women's Fedaration (HWF), an organisation of
indigenous women in Chittagong Hill Tracts,
was abducted from her house at Baghaichari in
Rangamati on June 11, 1996.

She was taken at gunpoint by a gang in the
dark of night.

Kalindi Kumar, who is a witness to the
abduction of his sister, said he wanted a more
accurate report on his sister's abduction case.

“No one is sincere about my sister's case. If
they were sincere then we could get justice,” he
added.

Powerless for the Rohingyas

FROM PAGE 1
human rights was supposed to be her
schooling on how to run her country.

Yet the appalling truth is she has
been accused by world human rights
leaders of not protecting Rohingya
Muslims in her country and of
potentially “legitimising genocide”
according to a report of the
Independent, a UK daily.

Military operations in the
Rakhine State have caused thou-
sands of Rohingyas to flee across the
border to Bangladesh. Soldiers have
allegedly killed children, innocent
people and raped women in their
brutal crackdown on the Rohingyas.

Aild workers and the media are
prohibited to visit the affected areas,
apparently to hide the brutality
being carried out.

UNICEF has warned that thou-
sands of malnourished children are
suffering from lack of medical care
and in danger of starving.

The horrfic situation prompted
John McKissick, head of the United
Nations refugee agency in the
Bangladeshi border town of Cox's Bazar
to conclude that "Rohingya Muslims in
Burma are being ethnically cleansed."

All those heinous crimes are
being committed by troops within a
year of Suu Kyi leading her National
League for Democracy (NLD) party
to power by winning Myanmar's first

openly contested election in 25 years
in November 2015.

Suu Kyi's unwillingness to do the
right thing for the Rohingya “is baffling
to an international audience that
persists in casting her as a human rights
icon", said David Mathieson of Human
Rights Watch.

But only a few years ago, she was
portrayed in a different way. She had
a formidable reputation worldwide.

For her non-violent struggle for
democracy and human rights, she was
given the Nobel Peace Prize and a
number of other prestigious awards.

While awarding the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1991, the Norwegian Nobel
Committee portrayed her as a model
"for many people throughout the
world who are striving to attain
democracy, human rights and ethnic
conciliation by peaceful means."

The Nobel Committee chief called
her "an outstanding example of the
power of the powerless”.

When European Parliament gave
Suu Kyi the Sakharov Prize in 2013, it
called her a "great symbol of freedom
and democracy." She was awarded the
prize in 1990 when she was kept
under house arrest by Myanmar
military junta.

The Sakharov Prize for Freedom
of Thought, commonly known as
the Sakharov Prize, honours individ-
uals and groups of people who have

dedicated their lives to the defense of
human rights and freedom of
thought.

In 2000, Suu Kyi was also given in
absentia the Presidential Medal of
Freedom--the highest civilian award
of the United States for her contribu-
tion to world peace and culture.

Most of her international hon-
ours were awarded during her
confinement.

She spent much of her time
between 1989 and 2010 in some
form of detention because of her
efforts to bring democracy to mili-
tary-ruled Myanmar -- a fact that
made her an international symbol of
peaceful resistance in the face of
oppression. She has spent 15 of the
last 21 years under house arrest.

She was finally released from
house arrest in November 2010. After
her release, she pledged to keep
working towards restoring democ-
racy and improving human rights in
Myanmar.,

But the brutality by her government's
army on hapless Rohingyas following
the October 9 militant attack on a
security post has put to question Suu
Kyi's commitments to democracy and
humanrights.

Her non-action and reticence
against atrocities have made it
evident that she has forgotten her
promise to democracy and human

rights.

Not only does she remain silent
against the atrocities, she also
defends her government's actions by
referring to Rohingyas as "Bengalis”
and arguing that her government's
response to the October 9 attack is
based on the "rule of law."

Her position is in line with the
one of the Myanmar military junta
who in the past brutally persecuted
Rohingyas on many occasions
during their rule of around 50 years.
The junta denied Rohingyas citizen-
ship.

Suu Kyi is barred from the presi-
dency by the junta-drafted constitu-
tion, but she is leading the country as
state counselor. For power, it seems,
she refrains from confronting the
military junta who still holds impor-
tant portfolios like border security,
home, and defence ministries.

It is now difficult to find all those
inspiring characteristics in her
leadership. The Noble Peace Prize
Committee and the European
Parliament termed her "great symbol
of freedom and democracy” and "an
outstanding example of the power of
the powerless." But that shine has
apparently left her at this moment of
crisis of the Rohingyas.
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