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Rangpur road accident kills two

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Two people were killed in a road accident in Boiriganj
village under Mithapukur upazila of Rangpur early
yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Shahjahan Ali, 50, ot
Dakhinpara and Limon Mia, 20, of Mukimpur village in
the upazila. The accident took place when a speedy truck
hit another one, which was parked beside Rangpur-Dhaka
highway, leaving Shahjahan dead on the spot, said
Humayun Kabir, officer-in-charge of Mithapukur Police
Station. Locals rescued injured Limon but he died on the
way to Rangpur Medical College Hospital, the OC added.

Workshop on mobile journalism starts

UNB, Dhaka

A two-day workshop on mobile journalism for UINB
journalists, both from the capital and different districts,
began in Dhaka yesterday.

Some 30 journalists is taking part in the workshop.

Wall Street Journal correspondent Syed Zain Al-
Mahmood and photographer Faisal Azim are conduct-
ing the training sessions. UNB Chairman Amanullah
Khan, its Director Nahar Khan and Chief News Editor
Mahfuzur Rahman also spoke on the occasion.

Plastic factory catches fire

UUNB, Dhaka

A fire broke out at a plastic factory in Kamrangirchar
area of the capital yesterday morning,

The fire was noticed on the ground floor of the three-
storey building adjacent to the Eidgah ground in the
area around 7:31am. On information, firefighters
rushed to the spot and doused the flames, said Golam
Nabi Chowdhury, warehouse inspector of the Fire
Service and Civil Defence (FSCD) control room.

However, the origin of the fire and damages caused
by it could not be ascertained immediately.

Siddheswari Sarbajanin Puja
Parishad gets new executives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Milon Kanti Datta and
'l Shubrata Pual have been
elected president and gen-
: eral secretary respectively of
’h Siddheswari Sarbajanin
.4 - Puja Parishad for 2016-2018
Milon Kanti Shubrata Pual geqion, says a press release.
They were elected at the extended meeting of the
organisation held at its office on Wednesday.
The meeting also approved the new constitution of
the organisation, the press release added.

Violence and its impact on Bangladesh

Development.” Venue: The Daily Star
Centre, Time: 11:00am

Workshop

Bangladesh Institute of Bank
Management (BIBM) will hold a
workshop on “Handling the
Challenges of IT Risk Management in
Banks."Venue: BIBM, Time: 10:05am

Discussion
Bangladesh Institute of Planners and
\WaterAid will hold a discussion on"Fadial

Policy Dialogue Sludge Management (FSM) Practices in
The Daily Star and the United Nations  Bangladesh.” Venue: Planners Tower,
Population Fund (UNFPA) will hold a  Banglamotor, Time: 10:00am

policy dialogue on “Gender Based

Hartal on Jan 26
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natural disasters, the government wants to build the
plant...," he added.

Prof Emeritus of Dhaka University Serajul Islam
Chowdhury said, “Those who have no patriotism want to
build the power plant against the country's interest. They are
talking about development, but it is the development for
only 1 percent and will hurt the rest.”

Mujahidul Islam Selim, president of Communist Party of
Bangladesh, urged the prime minister to join an open
debate for finding a suitable solution.

“Our movement is for saving mankind and environment,”
said Junaid Saki, coordinator of Gono Songhoti Andolon. The
committee also urged all to observe Martyred Intellectuals
Day and Victory Day with a voice to save the Sundarbans.

After the rally, activists brought out a procession that
marched different city streets in Shahbagh, TSC, and Matsya
Bhaban area.

Eliminate middlemen

FROM PAGE 3

Association of International Recruiting Agencies, said "The
labour migration costs could be reduced if the government
subsidises the sector.”

He suggested the government send trained workers so they
could earn more than their migration costs.

KM Ali Reza, deputy chief (planning and development) of
the Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas
Employment, its former joint secretary Kazi Abul kalam
and Md Salim Reza, BMET director general, also spoke.
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Bangladesh Army University

Live wires dangle precariously from a transformer which itself has been dangerously placed within reach in front
of a temple on Sadar Road of Barisal's Banaripala upazila. The photo was taken yesterday.

Transport
strike in five
districts of
Ctg Tuesday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Chittagong regional com-
mittee of Bangladesh Sarak
Paribahan Sramik
Federation yesterday called
a transport strike in greater
Chittagong for Tuesday to
press home their nine-point
demand.

Their demands include
construction of terminals
for bus, truck, prime mover
and trailer in the port city,
specific parking spots for
auto-rickshaws and three-
wheelers known as tempo;
registrations for CNG-run
auto-rickshaws and fixing
daily deposits for CNG-run
auto-rickshaw drivers at Tk
600, said president of the
committee, Md Musa, at a
press conference at
Chittagong Press Club,

The 24-hour strike will be
observed at Chittagong
district, Cox's Bazar,
Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban from
6:00am.
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Pesticide use drops
25pc in last 7yrs

BsS, Dhaka

Use of harmful pesticide showed a constant
declining trend, registering a phenomenal
25 percent fall in the last seven years, thanks
to the Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
programme and initiatives of building
awareness among farmers.

The latest data of the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE) showed that
the country's overall chemical pesticide use
declined by 25 percent or 13,000 tonnes to
35,523 tonnes in 2015 from 48,690 tonnes
in 2008.

The falling use of pesticides saved around
Tk 650 crore during the period as the import
cost for pesticide fell to Tk 180 crore in 2015
from Tk 828 crore in 2008.

"Introduction of biological pest manage-
ment system like 'sex pheromones Trap'
under the IPM helped farmers largely in
containing the pest attack on some major
crops," said Hamidur Rahman, director
general (DG), of the DAE.

He said farmers used to apply a huge
amount of pesticides on some major vegeta-
bles like cucumber, bottle gourd, sweet

gourd, tomato, okra, beans and brinjal. But
the farmers are now using biological pest
management system.

Rahman said rice farmers are also using
“perching” method to avoid the risks of
indiscriminate use of such toxic chemical
on health and environment.

"Use of harmful pesticides rose alarm-
ingly to 61,000 tonnes in the early 2008 as
the farmers had no alternative to the chemi-
cal pesticides," said Dr Syed Nurul Alam,
former divisional head (entomology) of the
Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute
(BARI).

A total of 18 bio-pesticide products have
been provided import registration, said
DAE's pest regulatory officer Mukhlesur
Rahman.

On the other hand, he pointed out that
the DAE cancelled import registration for
sulphur, glychomet, paraquat, carbofuran
to phase out the use of hazardous pesti-
cides.

M Abdul Bari, a Thai guava producer of
Joynagar of Ishwardi, Pabna, said he spent
Tk 3,000 for pesticides for a season, which
was Tk 12,000 before using the [IPM,

Consensus
must to protect
people's
voting rights
Tweets Khaleda

STAEE CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday repeated her
call to hold discussion to
form election commission
in a bid to "protect voting
rights of people”.

“It is necessary to form
the election commission on
consensus basis to protect
people's voting rights,”
Khaleda wrote in her twitter

account yesterday.
Meanwhile, BNP

Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
yesterday said there is no
peace in peoples' mind as
the incidents of killing,
enforced disappearance
and social injustices have
become a normal scenario.

The BNP leader was
addressing the triennial
council of Jamalpur district
unit of BNP.

BCL_DU _HALL UNIT COUNCIL TODAY
Criminal case accused

among hopetuls

MAHDI AL MUHTASIM

Some of the persons forwarding CVs with hopes of getting
leading posts through today's council for Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) units at 18 Dhaka University halls are accused
in attempted murder and drug cases.

One aspirant from Zahurul Haq Hall is accused in a case filed
with New Market police over the beating of a BCL leader in Nilkhet
on January 7 with hammers and iron rods while another with
Gopalganj police over the hacking of a man in 2010.

One hopetul from Fazlul Hug Muslim Hall is even accused in
a case filed with Shahbagh Police Station under the narcotics
control act after he was allegedly snatched from law enforcers
on being caught with alcoholic beverages.

Though scheduled to last one year, tenures of the hall units expired
more than three and a halfyears ago while that of the DU five months
ago. Initially the presidents and general secretaries will be
announced followed by the full 61-member committees. The
council begins at 11:00am with Awami League General
Secretary and Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader as chief guest.

The pro-Awami League student body hosted its DU unit coun-
cil on June 11, 2015 and selected Abid Al Hasan and Motahar
Hossain Prince as president and general secretary respectively.

Abid said that they would select no “controversial candidate”
and only those with a “clean image” would come following a
“proper review", “We will order the newly selected duos to
announce full committees within one month,” he added.

Motahar justified the delay saying it took time to manage the
organisational wings. Selecting real dedicated leaders also takes
times, headded.
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Association of Private Universities of Bangladesh (APUB) President Sk Kabir Hossain
opens the permanent office of the organisation in the capital's Banani yesterday.
Benzir Ahmed of North South University, Abul Khair Chowdhury of Eastern University, A
Mannan Chowdhury of World University, Nurul Fazal Bulbul of Exim University and Dr
Shafiq Siddiki of Bangladesh University of Business and Technology were present.

['m well now
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assistant secretary of Sust unit BCL on Sylhet
MC College campus where she had gone to
sit for an examination.

Locals caught Badrul and handed him
over to police. He later confessed before
a Sylhet magistrate that he had tried to

kill her.

On November 15, a Sylhet court took
into cognisance the charge-sheet against
him and fixed November 29 for hearing
charge framing. The charge-sheet was sub-
mitted by police on November 8 against
Badrul, the case's lone accused.

Bangladesh will remember

FROM PAGE 3
she said. "May his immortal soul rest in eter-
nal peace."

The legendary Cuban communist

leader died late Friday in Havana, the
Cuban capital, his brother, President Raul
Castro, announced on national televi-
sion.
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of Science and Technology (BAUST), Saidpur
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heard of the incident, adding
that BCL would not be liable
if anyone of the organisation
did such things.

#G He

2SI TGO Py (NCEASTATT) |

The proctor said, "A

¢oo/-

probe committee will be

soo0o/-

s»ooof-

formed. All the accused

eoof-

will be punished if the

o8 BTN 2050 ¥ 35,00 Bf (FRwI=g s %) |
o8-3> BT 205 |

&
2

2030, TIHT d33.00 BT =1F% |
TETTNT 2odL, T 32.5¢ B (RWISITHS I7gey, I oz Beifers <= ) |
I AT WA RS2 W@ waTi@ T/ SfHTsiT Iifes TaE TSl S9F A S |

CHTE CTRTESTS CRICT
G,
caferGi=s

CIFHE odLumLaeead |

allegations brought against
them are found true.”

BMW fJerait!

R R o

TEH Yo0d, T 9900
B |
R | SR b¢ 7TF |

AN odaa09kbros

APARTMENT SALE

Luxurious 4454 sft. Ongoing
@
BARIDHARA

Diplomatic Zone

'm Adjacent to UN Road and Lake
'm Mezzanine Floor for Common Use
'm 03 Car Park Per Apartment
'® Rooftop Swimming Pool
'm Full Equipped AC GYM

'm AC Community Hall
& Many More...

Only genuine buyers please contact :
01755585713

TEE M-8t 33/ e/

INDUSTRIAL PLOT ALE

64 Katha Plot, bounded by wall on
all sides, with 60 feet wide road in
Tongi Industrial Area for immedi-
ate sale. Only genuine buyers may
contact Mr. Shajada Chowdhury
Mobile : +88 01709-631995
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