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Suicide blast
kills around
100 in Iraq

Shia pilgrims targeted; IS
claims responsibility

AGENCIES

A suicide truck bomb killed about 100 people, most of them
Iranian Shi'ite pilgrims, at a petrol station in the city of Hilla
100 km (62 miles) south of Baghdad yesterday, police and

medical sources said,

Islamic State (IS), the ultra-hardline Sunni militant
group that considers all Shias to be apostates, claimed
responsibility for the attack in an online statement.

The group is also fighting off a US-backed offensive on its
stronghold Mosul, in northern Irag, in which Iranian-
trained Shi'ite militias are taking part.

The pilgrims were en route back to Iran from the Iraqi
Shi'ite holy city of Kerbala, where they had commemorated
Arbaeen, the 40th day of mourning for the killing of Imam
Hussein, a grandson of the Prophet Mohammad, in the 7th
century AD, the medical sources said.

The gas station has a restaurant in its premises that is
popular with travelers. Five pilgrim buses were torched by
the force of the blast from the explosives-laden truck, a

police official said.

Islamic State has intensified attacks over the past month
in areas out of its control in efforts to weaken the offensive
launched on October 17 to retake Mosul, the last major city

under IS control in Iraq.

capital's Army Stadium last night.
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The iconic Vidushi Girija Devi delivers a memorable performance at the Bengal Classical Music Festival in the

Swaying to the
symphonies

Fifth Bengal Classical
Music Fest underway

FAHMIM FERDOUS

For the last four years, the
final Thursday of November
has marked a special occa-
sion. The festival that began
in 2012 with anticipation
and cynicism -- of whether
the Bangladeshi audience
was ready for the highest
form of classical music, in a
stadium setting, spanning
all night -- has dispelled all
doubts to become the big-
gest event of classical music
in the world.

The fifth edition of the
Bengal Classical Music
Festival opened in the capi-
tal last night, as Dhaka
braced itself for unforgetta-
ble performances by the
world's biggest stars of
Indian Classical Music.

The festival opened with
avibrant dance presentation
by noted Bangladeshi
dancer-choreographer
Sharmila Banerjee's troupe,
Nritya Nandan.

The 60-member group
presented a set of dance
pieces demonstrating vari-
ous classical dance forms --
Manipuri, Odissi, Kathak
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SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED

LAND GRABBING CASE

Ragib Ali sent

to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Industrialist Ragib Ali

was

in two cases filed for
forging legal papers and

sent to jail yesterday

grabbing the endowed

land of Tarapur Tea Estate in Sylhet.

After being arrested by the Karimganj
district immigration police of India yester-
day morning, the fugitive was handed over
to Sylhet police around 2:30pm, said
Sugyan Chakma, additional superinten-

dent of Sylhet police.

In the evening, he was produced before
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

From chemist to
yaba maker

Factory at Mirpur busted; 5 drug traders held

RAFIUL ISLAM

He left his job at a pharmaceutical company in the capi-
tal's Mirpur area one and a half months ago to set up a
yaba factory himself.

A chemist and a graduate in chemistry, Jasim Uddin
wanted to be rich overnight. But he ended up in jail, as he
along with his four accomplices was arrested on . .
Wednesday, detectives said. Jasim Uddin

The four others are -- Syed Tarikul Islam Sumon, 27, a former colleague
of Jasim; Ali Akbar, 28; Zubayer Hossain Jewel, 28; Kirti Azad alias Tutul, 37.

The 32-year-old man from Comilla's Laksham had collected equipment
necessary to produce the contraband pills, detectives said, adding that Kirti

SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

ATTACK ON AIRPORT STAFF

Man was on
drugs, has no

terror links
Says a court source

4 more held
over attack
in Nasirnagar

A CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Egypt unearths
ancient city

AFP, Cairo

Archaeologists have uncovered an ancient Egyptian
city and graveyard dating back to around 5300 BC,
the antiquities ministry said.

Police yesterday arrested
four more people in a case
filed in connection with
the October 30 attack on : | ST L i N e
Hindus houses and tem- T | e e T
ples in Brahmanbaria's
Nasirnagar,

With this, police have
arrested 89 people in seven
cases lodged for attacking
Hindu houses and temples
at different times since
October 30.

Yesterday's arrestees are

SEE PAGE 17 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SEE PAGE 17 COL 3

The knife-wielding man,
who stabbed a security stafft
member to death and
injured three others at
Hazrat Shahjalal
[nternational Airport on
November 6, was high on
drugs during the attack, said
a court source.

Attacker Shihabuddin
alias Sohel yesterday made
the confession before a

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Rare bird seen
in Rajshahi

Enam UL HAQUE

An elusive bird of the rock
is now a confirmed resi-
dent of Rajshahi. And the
name of the bird is “White-
tailed Stonechat”.
Ornithologists named it
Saxicela leucurus, meaning

Social Islami Bank Limited

PRAYER TIMING NOVEMBER 25

SefRETear AET AP
T AT (@S

wEEare Woew e, S sEeEy
AT 99, (IEAIT1, TiFl-3000
[ T E-03-po8k¢ 8, 9 02-598b88, 0303390k ]

R

T3 T W ¢ TS ARIR, 05Y U o afSrifet |

JEAR AASITAS S0 A ey et @ Tgae @ wres Brme e corare | «2 Saare A ey wite TewEs Aive e Reweaie Tt S e
e eifest Ta T FE TEE | O3 TFF TVIAEE T T S e e S S wfiicr sree e | @9t O e fee St e omr
CTE | 9% sifere Pty Trea 7o 20T TITeia FEE 19 | S & FEF TS Z0A] Jo AGAEH 94 91 916 | 5o11e W4 Ju0ad [{77S Wb 107 S8 S s
WL (16 AT 99,99 T ST S0 Yre e | 7w «ff S s1EAE S G W | S5 WM | WG i Al o S a1 (316 @ [y
TOAIT! % FTACE T STITeE SeAWIEE BT TREAE TR 7 | A ST SERTYTETes TSR A 2 9itE omd 39re | 3% Rty wre ey (@1 ofE
AT OO GRS TN T A A @ [ AU | P T e P AR THAIATT o1 o 2O S SN0 R Gy 6 TS U0 HA R 9 WORE
BRTTCESA®! % T | (T S i g ©Ib @ it Srer w2 oy Rl o= 5o, Fverer © e frediors soa o afrnfien
W THTET AT | 7 GTRs{T EU0E A5 14T (AT SesTerras w16 - e féifirs 2 | o eferafrery wessierer SR S oy s Fmte

white-tailed inhabitant of et 7 fam A (7 R &)
the rock. Rajshahi is not a )
rocky place, but many birds % faom Trgfire s P AT SIGA SISt S ZAFE3 (@5, FWd 8 J¢ooo BIF
of this species are happily (FO-7*I ) (TS *1% LT ¢oo) e =
livi d breeding there. T AFA: (&6, FMAG @ S¢ooo BIFE
e e o8 1€« A White-tailed Stonechat. It is a rare bird which can be | ziomo o Rert | S i e Bl | s ot R R S | opvas
see PAGE 17 coLs  Seenin the chars of Rajshahi and Chapainawabgan;. EIAN UL EAGLE (ame-gre @) 6 GFY (TA® =% AT 00) | o *FTFR: (@B, T € Y0000 BIFE
‘o et *IoT, TIOETET GURT | I S IS TR Searret | RO
STty orfee feretdt (T 1% e Soo0) et oEwms (8¢ (AT SoT
SfEBIATeIeT)s
Diaz's mother files s s
COTT G oY eTfey CoTlt et fotat
o) TEr"a, 3ok s sy s
HEIEH T, WIRCE[ T
o (oW T=M), Sbo/q, FIFAEH, BT
murder case ﬂ

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crp

CU asstt proctor, CU BCL chief among accused

of the university, filed the case with

Fewrse (oafzzysm

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

The mother of deceased central
Chhatra League leader Diaz Irfan
Chowdhury yesterday lodged a
murder case with a Chittagong
court against around 20 people,
including Chittagong University

Chittagong Judicial Magistrate's
Court against 10 named accused
and eight to 10 unnamed people,

The case was filed a day after
Diaz's family rejected the autopsy
report that said the BCL leader
committed suicide.
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Jaheda Amin Chowdhury, an employee
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