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TALRING
ABOUT
WEATHER

Situation: Ann and Mary talk while
walking to their next class.

- If you want to talk about weather, here is a sample con-
versation. You can try it with your friends.

Also go through the weather idioms and surprisingly, so
many of them we use almost every day!

Ann: Oh, it feels so cold this morning.

Mary: It sure is. Early this morning my car’s windshield was
covered with frost. I had to spray it with water before |
could head to school.

Ann: Who would have thought it could be this cold in early

December, especially in California.

Mary: I know. The temperature was 35 degrees Fahrenheit

when I woke up this morning. I was freezing as soon as
I got out of bed. The cold weather just hit me by surprise.

Ann: | cannot remember when it was this cold in early
December.

Mary: Brace yourself for the rain this afternoon. Cold and wet,

Yuck!

Ann: [t is going to rain this afternoon?

Mary: Not only this afternoon, but also the rest of the week.

Ann: Oh, it is going to be miserable. I have a full class
schedule today and tomorrow. To walk from class to class,
I will have to juggle my books and my umbrella trying not
to get wet.

Mary: You carry too many books. Why don’t you leave some of

them in your locker?

Ann: My locker is a long way from my English classes. This is
the reason why I carry all my books with me. Is it going
to rain hard or just drizzle?

Mary: The news said that it would start to drizzle around

noon, and then it would rain really hard by three o'clock.

Ann: No hope for better weather this week?

Mary: There is a slim chance of sunshine by Saturday.
However, it will be foggy, windy, and rainy before the
sun comes out this weekend.

Ann: I am glad that it rains even though I do not like rainy

weather. We have a very dry season so far this year.

Mary: Yes, I can hardly remember when it rained last time.
Well, as long as there is no thunder or lightning, I can
bear it.

Ann: We rarely have thunder or lightning in California.

Mary: We are very lucky that California has one of the best
weather conditions in America. When it is hot, it is not
humid; when it rains, there is no thunder or lightning,
and the cold weather during the winter season is quite
mild compared to the weather of the other states.

Ann: Yes, we are lucky. However, sometimes when I look at the
Christmas pictures, I just wish we had some snow. It looks
so pretty when everything is covered by a blanket of pure
white snow.

Mary: Living in southern California all my life, 1 have never
seen snow. I would not mind playing in the snow once in
a while.

Ann: Yes, it would be fun to make a snowman or go skiing.

Mary: We have never seen snow; we have never made a
snowman, and we have never gone skiing. We better do
some thing about this.

Ann: May be we should plan a trip to Aspen, Colorado during
winter break. I heard that the skiing season is fantastic
up there.

Mary: I don't think we can afford a trip to Aspen. It is very
expensive up there.

Ann: I am just wishing. I know what I will be doing during
winter break. I will be working very hard to save money
for a new car.

Mary: With the cars that we drive, it is better that we live in a
place where there is no snow.

Ann: You are right, we are better off with no snow. Ok, I have

class right now; see you later in the library.

Mary: See you later.
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Did You Know These Weather Idioms ?

% under the weather - to be or feel under the weather
is to be or feel ill.

Examples:

1. Paul has gone to bed because he's feeling a bit under the
weather.

2. I'm feeling under the weather - I think I've caught
John's cold.

§ fair-weather friend - a fair-weather friend is
someone who is your friend when things are going well
for you, and who stops being your friend when you are
having problems.

Example:

When | lost my job and my home he didn't want to see me:
he was a fair-weather friend.

§ as right as rain - to feel as
right as rain is to feel
completely well again. This
expression is often used as a
reassurance.

Examples:

1. He had an operation on his back last month; but he's
as right as rain now.

2. I don't feel well but I'm sure I'll be as right as rain for
tomorrow’s meeting.

3. She tucked her son up in bed and told him he'd feel as

right as rain in the moming.

§ raining cats and dogs - if it is raining cats and
dogs it is raining very heavily.

Example:
Don't forget your umbrella: it's raining cats and dogs!

® come rain or shine - come rain or shine means
whatever happens or whatever the weather.

Examples:

1. I'll be there for you, come rain or shine.
2. 1 take my dog for a walk every day, come rain or shine.
(I take my dog for a walk every day, whatever the weather)
3. Come rain or shine I'm going to pass my English exam.
(No matter what happens I'm going to pass my English
exam)

% bucket down (phrasal verb) - to bucket down is to
rain very heavily.

Informal UK English.

Example:

It's bucketing down; don't forget your umbrella.

9 take a rain check (on something) - if you take a rain
check on something you postpone it until another time.

Informal English.
Examples:

1. Can I take a rain check? ;

2. Can | take a rain check on our dinner date? 1 have to
work late tonight

§ save for a rainy day - to save for a rainy day is to save
something (especially money) for a time in the future
when it might be needed unexpectedly.

Examples:

1. I'm saving £50 a month for a rainy day.

2. News headline: Fewer people are saving for a rainy day.

® it never rains but it pours - this proverb means that when
one bad thing happens, other bad things will inevitably
happen at the same time or quickly one after the other.

Example

I've had a horrible week. First I locked myself out of my
house, then my car broke down, and today I fell over on my
way to work. It never rains but it pours!
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® snowed under - to be
snowed under is to have
too much work to do.

Examples;

1. She is totally snowed

under at work.
2. We're snowed under at

work because two
members of staff are on

holiday.

® break the ice - to break
the ice is to do or say some-
thing that makes people feel
less shy, nervous or embar-
rassed, and more relaxed, in
a social setting.

1. We played party games to help break the ice!
2. He broke the ice by telling a funny Slﬂljf about his dog.

® put on ice - to put something
on ice is delay or postpone it.
Examples:
1. We've put the project on ice until
we have enough money to pay for it.

§ the tip of the iceberg - if something is the tip of the
iceberg it is only a small, easily visible, part of a problem|
- there is much more to the problem than is
immediately obvious.

Example:

I've tidied the kitchen but it's just the tip of the iceberg -
the rest of the house is a mess.

@ a ray of hope - if there is a
ray of hope there is a small
chance that something
positive will happen. The
negative form, not a ray of
hope, is often used

artist shone
Example:

News headline: New research is a ray of hope for cancer
treatment.

~ if someone is under a cloud they are
suspected of having done something wrong.

§ under a cloud

Examples:
1. She left the company under a cloud after some money
went missing.

¢ on cloud nine - if you are on cloud nine you are
extremely happy.

Example of use:
He was on cloud nine after she agreed to marry him.

® have one's head in the clouds - to have one’s head in the
clouds is to be out of touch with reality: to have ideas and
thoughts that are not sensible or practical.

Example:
He has his head in the clouds if he thinks he’s going to get
that promotion.

§every cloud has a silver lining -the proverb every cloud has
a silver lining means that something good always comes
from something bad, and there is always a reason to hope,
even in the worst situations.

People often use this expression to try and cheer up some-
one who is having a difficult time,

Example of use:

I lost my job last week, but every cloud has a silver lining
and now I have time to visit my family in Australia!

§ a cloud on the horizon - a cloud on the horizon is a
problem that is likely to happen in the future

Example:
The only cloud on the horizon is my English exam!
F@ g _ @ To not have the foggiest
a W (idea) is to not know or

understand something at
all.

Examples:
1. I haven't the foggiest idea what you're talking about.
2. They haven't the foggiest idea what it’s like to be poor.
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convenience stores in Hong Kong. 5. 7-Eleven has not
yet got an outlet in France.
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§ sail close to the wind - to
sail close to the wind is to
do something that is
dangerous or only just legal
or socially acceptable.

Examples:

1. He sailed close to the wind with
his jokes about his mother-in-law.

9 put the wind up someone - to put the wind up someone
is to worry or frighten someone.

To get the wind up is to become worried or frightened.

UK and Australian informal English.

Examples:
1. Put the wind up him and tell him you'll take him to
court if he doesn't pay you the money he owes you.

§ get wind of - to get wind of something is to find out
about something, usually accidentally or from a confiden-
tial source.

Examples:

1. Residents got wind of plans
for a new mobile phone
mast in their street.

§there’s something in the wind - if there’s something in the
wind, it means one suspects that something important or
significant is about to happen.

Example:

They've been having private meetings and secret phone
calls all week. There’s something in the wind.

$a windfall - a windfall is a sum of money that you win or
receive from someone unexpectedly.

A windfall is also a fruit blown down from a tree by the
wind.

Example:

Our football club received a £5000 windfall from a local
business woman.

§ a windbag - a windbag is someone who talks a lot but
says nothing of any importance.

Example:
Your neighbour is a total windbag - doesn't he ever stop
talking?!

§ long-winded - if talking or writing is long-winded it has
too many words and is tediously long.

Examples:
1. The father of the bride’s speech was so long-winded |
nearly fell asleep!

§® the calm before the
storm - the calm before
the storm is a quiet or
peaceful period just
before a period of great
activity, excitement or

‘ arguments.

Example:

She sat down with a cup of tea before the children came
home from school, and enjoyed the calm before the
storm.

§ a storm in a teacup is a big fuss made about something of
little importance.

Example:
They had a big argument yesterday, but it was just a storm
in a teacup and everything is OK now.

ghave a face like thunder - to have a face like thunder is to
look very angry.

Example:
My father had a face like thunder when he saw the broken
window.

¢ like greased lightning
or like a streak of
lightning - extremely fast. amr.

Informal English.

Usain Bolt ran around the track like a streak of lightning.
I've never seen anyone run so fast!

Seasons

§ spring clean - to spring-clean a place is to thoroughly
clean it, especially in spring,

In the northern hemisphere, spring is the months of
March, April and May.

People sometimes use the expression spring-clean when
they are thoroughly cleaning their home at other times of
the year.

Example:
We're spring-cleaning the house today.
¢ Indian summer - an Indian

summer is a period of warm sunny
weather in late autumn or early
winter in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, usually occurring after a
period of cold or frosty weather.

An Indian summer is also a time of great happiness or
success that happens late in a person'’s life or career.

Examples:

1. July, August and September have been cold and wet, so
we're hoping for an Indian summer this year,

2. The once-famous actor enjoyed an Indian summer in
his career when he starred in a new film.
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