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“Want to play

o rl;

villainous roles”
...DIpa

SHAH ALAM SHAZU

Dipa Khandaker has been involved

with TV plays for over a decade. In her
long career span, she has played differ-

ent roles. Besides acting on television
drama, she has ventured into anchor-

ing. In a recent chit-chat with The Daily

Star, the popular star shared stories
about her profession life and more.

Have you minimized your workload
recently?
Dipa: Yes. [ now work seven to eight
days a month. I could continue daily
but it would impede my other duties
towards my family. However, I am
quite content with how things are
going, as I have plenty of time to give
to my children,

Which TV play marked a turning
point in your life?

Dipa: It was my first 13-episode

serial “Kaktarua®. After the telecast of its

fifth episode, I received great reviews
from the audience.

Many of your contemporary art-
istes are into films but we are yet to
see you in that domain. What is the
reason for that?

Dipa: Early in my career, I was

flooded with offers for films. I avoided

it largely due to the lack of family-
friendly scripts and good roles.

However, if a good script comes my

.. way, there will be no reason to turn it

down.

Does acting ever bore you?

Dipa: I love acting, but it does
become tedious when unskilled actors
are showcased more on screen.

What character do you prefer to
play onscreen?

Dipa: | am mostly invited to play
positive roles but now I want to portray
a more challenging role -- that of a
villain.

You are also hosting a TV show
these days ...

Dipa: I am hosting the programme
“Housewife”. Earlier, I anchored a
culinary show as well.

Do you believe in astrology?

Dipa: Well, that depends. But I love
reading astrology-related articles.

How do you spend your leisure
time?

Dipa: 1 love watching movies during
my spare time,

Do you have any professional tips
for the newcomers?

Dipa: I'm yet to become such a
skilled artiste to give tips on the issue. I
can however say that those who are
joining the profession should work
with love and honesty and take it seri-
ously.

“| was waiting for something

SOULTO SOUL

Crazy maps for wise travelers

MARIO PALMA

You will never find on the shelves
of any travel agency, maps used by
Nicola Strippoli Tarshito for his
travels. That's because they are
customized “soulmaps”, whilst in
a 'conventional’ geographical map
the country of departure and that
of destination are located thou-
sands and thousands of miles
apart, in these they miraculously
appear to be bordering one
another! This eccentric traveller
apparently needs neither ship nor
plane to reach the Indian subcon-
tinent; it is enough for him to
cross the Alps and find himself in
India or Bangladesh. Is this just a
whimsical act of an artist? Not at
all! It's a pure act of love: an act of
love for the planet and the varied
humanity that lives on it done by
a new type of warrior - the love
warrior - who roams the lands of
this world not to plunder, but to
humbly offer to the people the
works of his imagination and
artistry and joyfully re-invent,
together with them, his own and
their traditions.

Both this creatively redefined
geography and the spinning process
set in motion by the journey that
dries up the sea of *epreconc-
eptions about the other that we
have, being immersed in our own
culture, brings us closer to the
ideal of "One Earth One
Humanity” that sometimes stops
being a mere chimera and comes
true. Tarshito's own life choices, as
well as the creative encounters
with artists and artisans his work
is so much indebted to, tell us
about how, in what context, and in
how much time this miracle could
have happened and may still hap-
pen for him. As a young man,
Tarshito didn't fall into the trap of
that overused and misleading
metaphor of rooting and uproot-
ing linked to the vision of man as
a tree. As Plutarch rightly put it, a
man is not "a plant made to stand
still with its roots fixed to the
ground where she was born”.
Tarshito felt that even Florence,
where he majored in architecture,
was too a small world for him to
live in and that a trip to the East
could open new horizons for him

to explore. And in the Indian
ashram where he landed, he real-
ized that the external journey -
moving from one physical location
to another - could easily turn into
an interior journey in which one
learns something about himself
that he did not know before. The
two would then grow into a true
pilgrimage, a journey into the
sacred though different stages of
purification.

Though thirsty for inner knowl-
edge — as the Sanskrit name the
guru Shree Rajneesh gave to him
clearly suggests — Tarshito didn't
opt for leading an ascetic life for-

summarised as “looking back on
oneself with a glance informed by
contact with others” in his book
“The Morals of History".

In fact, this exhibition is - as
recalled by the artist himself - a
“hymn to the discovery of the
other”. And here the "others” are
the embroiderer Totini Saha from
Jessore and her colleagues, the
artisans of Kumudini Handicraft
and those who, like Prodip and
Mithun Pal, work on bronze and
brass in the Banik family foundry
in Dhamrai. With the formers
Tarshito celebrates the traditional
Bengali embroidery Nakshi Kantha

fore with the formula "Tarshito
with ..." What can truly lead to the
full discovery of the other is a soul
to soul's dialogue; hence the well-
chosen exhibition's title. Tarshito
seems to invite us to give up
Facebook's virtual dialogue and
join the real dialogue: the deep,
creative dialogue that he himself,
the artist/love warrior, is cheerfully
engaged with his new friends, the
artisans/artists of Bangladesh.

I'm so grateful to the Bangladesh
National Museum for hosting with
such enthusiasm an exhibition
(from November 19) which can
without hyperbole be described as

Tarshito, with one of his artworks.

ever, since travel and cultural inter-
action were favourite dimensions of
his own life. By journeying through
the traditions and rituals of worlds
that are so different from his own,
Tarshito enriched his own vision of
life. He saw for himself that the
knowledge of others and of the
cosmic unity that reveals itself in
every contact with the other helps
him to discover and value the uni-
versal within himself. After all,
Tarshito did nothing but follow,
like everyone else, the process of
ethical criticism, inherent in
Northrop Frye's trans-valuation, a
concept TzvetanTodorov skillfully

(very fitting, by the way, the com-
parison with the Italian tradition of
Bobbin Lace, Merletto al Tombolo,
an embroidery technique repre-
sented in the exhibition by three
works made in Corato, the artist's
hometown, in collaboration with
the artisan Angela Gallo). To the
latter he entrusts the construction
of six bronzes, six small boats that
summarises in their very structure -
the vase or tree-shaped prows - and
load - sacred animals and warriors
of love - favorite subjects of his
artistic production. A production
he always loves to achieve together
with other people and sign there-

PHOTO: SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED

an unprecedented contribution to
the cultural exchanges between
Bangladesh and Italy. It is unprece-
dented in the sense that it encom-
passes and goes beyond the two
cultures at the same time, by mak-
ing them expression of "One Earth
One Humanity,"

Heartfelt thanks, finally, to
Tarshito who, addressing me as the
“Ambassador of love” has unwit-
tingly awarded me a very original
title. This is indeed something that I
am - immodestly - very proud of!

The writer Is Ambassador of Italy to
Bangladesh.

FANTASTIC

BEASTS

really good”

Actress Vaani Kapoor, who returns to the
silver screen after a gap of three years, says
filmmaker Aditya Chopra had asked her
to wait for the right film.

Vaani made her debut in “Shuddh
Desi Romance” opposite Sushant Singh
Rajput. The film, which also featured
Parineeti Chopra, was produced by
Aditya Chopra. Now in her second film
“Befikre” she has been directed by Aditya
himself and the actress says she couldn't
have asked for more.

"I was waiting for something really
good and exciting to come my way.
The gap is because of Adi Chopra. He
told me to wait and do a film that will
be apt and justify me as an actor. Adi
took two years for this film ('Befikre')
but I am glad to have waited,” Vaani

.. Vaani Kapoor

told reporters at the event to launch a
song from the film.

Vaani is paired opposite Ranveer
Singh in the romance drama and she
reveals she was bullied a lot by her co-
star.

“He (Ranveer) bullies me a lot. He
was mean to me,” she said. Ranveer on
his part says, “After ages I was ragging
someone and I had great fun.”

The actress, who has teamed up
with Ranveer star for the first time, says
she has had a great time working with
him. “He makes you feel very comfort-
able. The fact that he is a good soul
and one can see that through his
films,"” said Vaani.

QUIZ CONTEST

10 WINNERS EVERYDAY!
2 PREMIUM TICKETS
FOR EACH WINNER

The Biily Star | ST

Cineplex

The year is 1926 and Newt Scamander has just completed
a global excursion to find and document an extraordinary
array of magical creatures. Arriving in New York for a brief
stopover, he might have come and gone without incident,
were it not for a No-Maj (American for Muggle) named
Jacob, a misplaced magical case, and the escape of some
of Newt's fantastic beasts, which could spell trouble for
both the wizarding and No-Maj worlds.

The Daily Star together with Star Cineplex will host a quiz
for the movie lovers in the Arts & Entertainment section.

So keep your eyes open.

Source: PTI
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CELEBRATING LIFE GALA NIGHT 2016

Theme:

YOUTH IN GHANGE

22ND NOVEMBER, 2016; ENTRY: 5:00 PM

VENUE: INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CITY BASHUNDHARA
- ICCB, NOBORATTRI (HALL:4)

ENTRY IS ABSOLUTELY FREE, BUT TO ATTEND, PLEASE LOG ON TO THE SITE
WWW.CELEBRATINGLIFEBD.COM, REGISTER YOURSELF ONLINE AND PRINT OUT YOUR FORM.

YOU CAN ALSO COLLECT THE INVITATION CARDS FROM THE RECEPTION DESK OF THE DAILY
STAR CENTRE BETWEEN 11AM AND 7PM AT 64-65 KAZI NAZRUL ISLAM AVENUE, DHAKA-1215

REGISTRATION CLOSES ON 21ST NOVEMBER, 2016
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