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Ensuring quality

In construction is key

SARWAR A CHOWDHURY

NWAR Group of Industries plans

to go for massive expansion in its

building material manufacturing
units to meet the growing demand for
quality construction products that are
resistant to earthquakes.

There was a time when many were
producing substandard products such as
low quality cement and steel in
Bangladesh. But those days are gone.

“As competition started building up,
competency also started building up and
the competition leads us to better
products and quality, and we are now
producing world class cement and steel,”
said Manwar Hossain, group managing
director of Anwar Group of Industries.

Given the quality improvement in
these two major ingredients of
constructions, he does not think that an
earthquake will create massive damage in
Bangladesh.

He however said still there are some
manufacturers who are producing
substandard products h},-' using low
quality raw materials. “From our
association we can only request them not
to produce substandard products. But we
are not authority. So, the authority
should look into the matter,” he said.

Hossain was sharing his views and
future plans on the group's building
materials division at an interview with
The Daily Star recently.

The building materials division of
Anwar Group has been dominating the
construction industry for the last four
decades with a diversified product mix,
ranging from cement and cement sheet
to mild steel bars, high strength
deformed bars, galvanised sheet, uPVC
pipe and fittings, and electrical cables.

The group's Anwar Cement now has
the production capacity of around 1,250
tonnes per day. “We are planning to
almost treble the capacity to 3,000
tonnes per day by December this year,”
Hossain said adding that approximate Tk

Manwar Hossain, Group Managing Director
of Anwar Group of Industries

200 crore will be invested for the
expansion project,

Anwar Cement also plans to carry out
BMRE (balancing, modernisation,
rehabilitation and expansion) in its
cement sheet manufacturing unit to
increase the production capacity by 25
percent.

Presently, it has production capacity of
7,000 tonnes cement sheet a month that
will reach to around 9,500 tonnes after
the BMRE, which will be completed by
February next year.

“Popularity of cement corrugated
sheet is increasing gradually as it is long
lasting. The major feature of this item is
it reduces the temperature in summer
and increases the temperature in winter,”
said Hossain,

Anwar Ispat is another building
material manufacturing unit that
produces graded rods from billets. The
existing production capacity of Anwar
[spat is now around 14,000 tonnes per
month that will be increased to 30,000
tonnes per month by January next year.

Around Tk 300 crore will be invested
for the expansion, said Hossain, who
joined the family owned business group
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in 1993 soon after completing his MBA
from University of New Hampshire, LISA.

"After expansion, the plant will be a
state-of-the-art one and it can be run by a
remote control even through a mobile
phone. We will be the first one to run
such a sophisticated technology, which is
a mix of German and Italian,” he said.

A-One Polymer, another entity of
Anwar Group, produces premium grade
uPVC pipe, fittings, Teflon tape and other
plumbing products. The unit is recording
over 30 percent growth during the last 3-
4 years.

“But we cannot tap the full potential
due to unavailability of gas and
electricity,” Hossain said adding that they
will focus on optimising the existing
production capacity in A-One for next
two years. “Then we will go for expansion
and diversification,”

About the economy, he said the
economy is going well. Contribution of
rural economy is increasing and also
playing a big role in the economic
progress.

The remittance or the wage earners'
contribution is playing the leading role
in the rural economy. “The non-resident
Bangladeshis should be given proper
recognition and respect,” he said.

However, he said, the infrastructure
weakness still remains as the major
barrier for investment in the country.

Bureaucracy and bureaucratic attitude
towards industrialists is another major
obstacle. "Rifts between bureaucrats and
industrialists are widening gradually,
instead of narrow downing it,” he said.

A friendly business environment is not
creating due the superiority attitude of
bureaucrats towards the businessmen, he
said adding that the mindset should be
changed.

Anwar Group, which employees
around 12,000 people, also carries out
CSR (corporate social responsibility)
programmes through Anwar Group
Foundation on child education, women
health, health and housing to the poor.
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Famous for its international standard and setting time, Anwar Cement ensures only the
finset quality cement for structures close to your heart. Using the latest European
Technology, classifier and PLC driven close circuit technology, we use the best raw
materials imported from Japan, Thailand, Vietnam and India to build not only houses and
structures, but also monuments. Once we promise, we fulfill.
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Better ingredients,

better safety
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SRM, a Chittagong-based leadmg

steel maker, plans to double its

production capacity by setting up its
maiden billet manufacturing unit, as the
demand for quality rods is increasing.

“We are going to run an overhaul in our
factory. After completion of the
overhauling that may take some 20 days,
we will go for installation of the billet
production unit,” said Md Ashfakul Islam,
head of market research and development
wing.

KSRM now produces rod from imported
billets. It is expecting to start the
production of billet, a raw material for
steel and steel products, by December this
year. "Our production capacity will be
doubled then,” he said.

The steel maker, which factory is located in
Sitakunda of the port city, now produces
4.5 lakh tonnes of graded rods per annum.
After billet production, the total capacity will
reach to 7.5 to 8 lakh tonnes per year.

Billet, formally known as bar stock, is a
common form of raw purified metal, which
after processing gives way to steel that can be
sold on in markets.

Steel, rod and steel products manufactured
from billet is the best, as it maintains the
yield strength of the products, Islam said.

Asked about the investment for the new
project, he said it can be estimated after the
factory overhauling.

He was sharing his views and future plans
of the company at an interview with The
Daily Star recently.

People are looking for graded and quality
rod, which is an essential material in the
construction industry as well resistant to
earthquakes, he said.

However, he said, it's not only the steel or
steel product to resist the impact of
earthquakes. “It's the totality; perfect and
accurate combination of each materials that
will be used for construction,” he said.

For example, steel and concrete mixtures
both are equally responsible for a good and
strong structure. “Any weakness in any of the

Md Ashfakul Islam, Head of Market
Research and Development wing

two ingredients may make the structure
vulnerable,” he cited.

Engineers' expertise, proper design and
implementation, and supervision are also
responsible for good and strong structure
that can be resistant to earthquakes, he said.

“If the demand for quality product is not
increasing, we may not expand our
businesses,” he said, adding that
Bangladesh's per capita steel consumption is
only around 30kg, which is one of the lowest
in the world.

Per capita steel consumption in India is
over 55kg and in European countries it is
more than 300kg, he cited.

KSRM, an entity of Kabir Group of
Industries, started its journey in 1984 under
the name of Kabir Steel. Since then it was
producing 40 grade rods from ship breaking
scraps. It started production of 60 grade rods
in 2003 and 500W rod in 2008 from
imported billets.

[t is now one of the largest rolling mills
in Bangladesh with a market share of
around 30 percent. The company employs
around 1,200 people.

The local requirement for steel in
Bangladesh is around 40 lakh tonnes per
year.

Introducing Anwar Ispat, pioneer in technology for TMT process in
line. Its renowned rolling technology produces uniform re-bars,
chemically and mechanically tested by spectrometer, laboratory
and UTM. The latest Italian technology customizes lengths and

bends with excellent bendability, corrosion resistance and
producing re-bars that withstand earthquakes for standard
periods. Product delivery within 24 hours in Dhaka.
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