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Dreaming Bigger, Dreaming Better

Last week's spotlight was a great read, as it covered a worthy unknown
story. | must say the programme titled 'pathways for promise' is really a
promising and inspiring initiative taken by the AUW. Finding young
talented RMG girls who have given up on studies due to family
problems or financial hardships are given a good chance to graduate
from AUW. These girls have hidden potential for sure that need to be
nurtured further and unleashed so that they get a better future. It is a
good thing that they are being trained in communication, leadership,
teamwork, self learning skills and extracurricular activities along with
the graduate programme they are enrolled into. This programme is
really a praise-worthy and it will inspire a lot of girls out there
struggling to continue with their studies.

Samiul Raijul

North South University, Dhaka
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“When you are joyful, when you say yes to life and have
fun and project positivity all around you, you become a
sun in the center of every constellation, and people want
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to be near you.” — Shannon L. Alder

The Workers'

Revolution

The article titled “The Workers'
Revolution” dated November 4,
2016, really drew my attention. It
contained stories of some
underprivileged women of the
society, especially of young women
garments workers. They dreamed
bigger during childhood, but because
of poverty and family responsibilities,
they were forced to give up studies
and join garments factories. While at
the garments factories, they had to
work for almost 8 to 10 hours a day,
yet they did not forget to pursue their
'dream’- an education. The great
news is that Asian University for
Women (AUW) announced for
recruitment of some women
garments workers as student. Then,
like Rokeya Khatun, Rubina Yeasmin
and Jhuma Chakma, a number of
women workers renewed their hopes
and dreams, and through an entrance
exam, they were allowed to get
admitted there with scholarships. To
develop the skills of the students
“The Pathways for Promise” initiative
has also been taken. | would like to
thank the AUW, Muhammadi Group,
and all others who are playing an
important role to create such
opportunities for these young,
talented women. It proves that if you
have passion for something, nothing
can stop you. All you have to do is
dream and pursue it.

Arif Billah

University of Dhaka
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Dhaka College: A Witness to
History

At first, | would like to give my thanks to Nilima Jahan for her
wonderful article titled “Dhaka College: A Witness to History”
published in my most favorite weekly magazine Star Weekend in
November 4, 2016. The description of this topic has really
provided me some information which was totally unknown to
me. | think the author has clearly upheld the history and present
scenario of the historically renowned Dhaka college, which
provided us some famous persons such as Zillur Rahman,
B.Chowdhury, Fazle Hasan Abed, A A M S Arefin Siddique Sir
etc. all of them | like most. But the most pathetic scenario that
hurts me much is that the political situation is not good in
Dhaka College which is also hampering the administrative and
educational activities. | hope the concerned authority will take
some initiative on this issue.

Ahmed Sumon

University of Dhaka
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CURING THE FEAR OF ENGLISH

MD SHAHNAWAZ KHAN CHANDAN
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classroom of grade six with sixty three students

crammed into a classroom which can

accommodate hardly forty people. Their English
teacher entered the classroom and made an
announcement, “| will teach preposition today.” He
opened the English textbook and started a lecture (in
Bengali) on the topic, which is, for those students, one of
the hardest parts of English grammar. After the brief
lecture, the teacher wrote two sentences, “My pen is on
the table” and “I am in the classroom” and underlined
'on' and 'in' and told them that these words are
prepositions. He then told all the students to solve some
exercises. This is an everyday scenario of a 45-minutes
long communicative English class in most of the
secondary Bengali medium schools of Bangladesh.

The result of this traditional, ineffective teaching
methodology has been reflected in the report titled
“Learning Assessment of Secondary Institution 2015”
prepared by the Monitoring and Evaluation division of the
Department of Secondary and Higher Education. The
report suggested that thirty eight percent of the students of
lower secondary level are very weak in English.
According to this brief government report, lack of
monitoring and teachers' training are the reasons behind
Bangladesh's students' poor performance in English.
Students of different Madrassas have been reported
weaker than the school going students.

Institute of Education and Research, University of
Dhaka (IER, DU), English in Action and Open University,
UK, initiated a collaborative programme to evaluate the
English teaching quality in Bangladesh to study the reason
behind such poor performance in English, to explore the
way to improve performance quality. Professor Md Fazlur
Rahman of IER, DU, the team leader of the project,
revealed some intriguing factors that has been
contributing to creating such a bleak reality.
“Communicative learning approach is a proven and
effective method of teaching any language. According the
new curriculum formulated in 2012 based on the
National Education Policy, 2010, English textbooks have
been designed in a very communicative way so that
students can develop four basic skills of the language--
listening, speaking, reading and writing.”

“However, the teachers are not at all trained to teach
from these newly designed interactive books. They have
been teaching communicative English with their
traditional, non-participatory lecture method, where
teachers teach English mostly in Bengali just to enable the
students to score well in the exams,” he adds.

To add to that, the current examination system in
Bangladesh's primary, secondary and higher secondary
level education has no room to assess the listening and
speaking skills of the students. “Although some schools
have been assessing their students' listening and speaking

skills in their own ways, there is no provision in our
curriculum to assess these basic skills through national
exams like PSC, JSC, SSC and HSC. For this reason, most
of the institutions do not emphasise on learning these
skills at all and our students remain very weak in English
even after completing their higher education,” he adds.

With his twenty years of experience and knowledge on
language education, specialising on English language
teaching, Professor Md Fazlur Rahman suggested some
ways to eradicate this cycle of barriers to learn English.
He says, “Firstly, teachers have to be trained about the
techniques of communicative language teaching. Then,
for a successful communicative classroom, its size has to
be reduced so that teachers can apply debate, dialogue,
extempore speeches and peer learning techniques to
teach English in an interactive manner. Seating
arrangements should be circular so that students can
communicate with each other using the language taught
in the class. Finally, every aspect of the learnt language,
listening, speaking, reading and writing, have to be
assessed in the final examinations.”

“And above all, teachers must create a friendly
connection with the students to implement the
communicative approach which is very rare in our
institutions,” he adds.

Bangladesh is one of the few countries where a person
can start teaching without any specialised training.
Mammoth projects like formulating new curriculum,
developing communicative textbooks and teachers' guide
will prove ineffective if these teachers are not trained
adequately to utilise these innovations.

Still, language barrier is one of the greatest obstacles to
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Professor Md Fazlur Rahman

generate skilled manpower in Bangladesh. Improving
teaching-learning quality by creating a communicative
environment in our institutions can be the way to create a
linguistically skilled generation that will be able to
interact and compete in this fast paced world.
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