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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Libya rescues
65 Bangladesh
nationals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Libyan police have rescued at least 65 Bangladeshi fortune
seekers from traffickers' den at Tajoura suburb of the war-
torn nation's capital Tripoli.

They have also arrested four Bangladeshi human traffick-
ers allegedly for their involvement in abducting these
jobseekers and realising ransoms from their families.

The arrestees have been identified as Waliur Rahman,
Suman Shariff, Hafizul Sheikh and Rana Bhattacharya, said
Labour Counsellor ASM Ashraful Islam of the Bangladesh
Embassy in Tripoli on phone.

“Traffickers brought the workers promising them lucra-
tive jobs under some Libyan companies. But they confined
them to a den and tortured them to realise ransoms,” he
said.

On information, Libyan police made the arrests three
weeks ago but communicated the matter to the embassy
only two days back.

Now, the traffickers are being tried under Libyan laws, the
embassy official said, adding that those rescued had been
released from the police custody and given permission to
work in Libya.

The Bangladesh government officially banned sending
its nationals to Libya in June last year on security grounds.
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An excavator digs a trench on Begum Rokeya Sarani near IDB Bhaban in the city to relocate an underground 132kv power

cable yesterday. The work is part of the metro rail construction project.
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SANTAL LAND DISPUTE

Arrest fear
drives men
out of home

Forests disappearing

Bangladesh among Asian countries having least forest with
only 11.2pc of total land; Laos tops the list with 92pc

DATALEADS, New Delhi

Bangladesh is covered by forests, according to

STAR REPORT

As police sued over 442 people following a
clash between some people of the Santal
community and police and labourers in
Gobindaganj of Gaibandha on Sunday, the
ethnic people are in arrest panic.

Meanwhile, Santal man Shyamal
Hembram, 35, who was injured during the
clash died of his wounds Sunday night at
Dinajpur Medical College Hospital.

The clash had left 20 people including

Bangladesh is among Asian countries with the
least amount of forest areas whereas Laos tops
the table with 92.1 percent of its landmass
covered by forests.

Just 11.2 percent of the total land area of
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Rangpur Medical College Hospital, reports 75,7 67.6 Ml 63.7 57.3
our Dinajpur correspondent. s
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SCHOOLS, COLLEGES

MPs can't head
governing
bodies
unelected: SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day upheld a High Court
verdict that had scrapped
the rules allowing lawmak-
ers to become the govern-
ing body heads of private
schools and colleges with-
out being elected.

No member of parlia-
ment can be the chairman
of any of the country's
18,500 privately run sec-
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Who will win?

School correctly predicted
every US electmn since 1968

L &

ondary schools and col-
leges without elections
following the apex court

order. o dential election, since 1968, and for the past 48
The Appellate Division years, they've gotten it right every time.
of the SC affirmed the HC

Every four vears,
Airoctiorthiae had zsked the o B 4

government to take neces-
sary steps within two
months for amending the
provisions of the regula-
tions that permitted law-
makers to be chairman of
the governing bodies.

It also justified the HC
order that had asked the
authorities concerned of
the government to form ad-

Students at Benjamin Franklin Elementary School,
in Yorktown Heights, New York, have been casting
their votes to determine the winner of each presi-

just days before the actual
presidential election, the elementary school sets
up mock voting booths and invites its students -
from kindergarten to fifth grade - to cast their
ballot for the candidate that they think would
deserve to become president of the United States
of America. But it's the process leading up to the
vote that's genuinely interesting.

The students spend months learning about the
candidates, who they only know as 'Candidate A’
and 'Candidate B', focusing on policy and real
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the data of Asian Development Bank, 2016.
Bhutan (81.5), Brunei (79.7) and South
Korea (63.7) are among the Asian countries
with a lot of forest areas. Malaysia and
Indonesia have also good share of forestland.
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Asia's most tree-filled countries

Laos, followed by Bhutan and Brunei has the highest percentage of forest area in Asia.

The graph shows proportion of land area covered by forest in 2015.

Push for plan
to save planet

UN climate talks open under
shadow of US elections

AFP, Marrakesh

UN talks to implement the landmark Paris climate pact
opened in Marrakesh vyesterday, buoyed by gathering
momentum but threatened by the spectre of climate change
denier Donald Trump in the White House.

Diplomats from 196 nations are meeting in Morocco to
flesh out the planet-saving plan inked in the French capital
last December.

"We have made possible what everyone said was impos-
sible," said French environment minister Segolene Royal at
the opening ceremony, in which she handed over steward-
ship of the climate forum to Moroccan foreign minister
Salaheddine Mezouar.
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AIRPORT KNIFE ATTACK

The attacker's
identity still
unknown

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcers were yet to
identify the youth or his
motive behind Sunday's
knife attack that left an
Ansar member dead and
three others injured at the
capital's Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport, police
officials said yesterday.

Members of the Counter
Terrorism and
Transnational Crime unit
and police officials yester-
day interrogated the attacker
to know why he attacked
security personnel at such a
key point installation and
whether he has links with
any militant outfit.

But they couldn't glean
any information from the
youth aged around 30. He
was wounded during a
tussle with security person-
nel and is now under treat-
ment at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

He initially identified
himself as Shihab from
Rajshahi soon after his
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GUIDELINES FOR JUDGES
Govt inaction

disappoints
apex court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the government
for not finalising rules deter-
mining the disciplines for
lower court judges in line
with its guidelines.

The judiciary has been
held captive as action can-
not be taken due to shortage
of the rules in case any judi-
cial officer violates disci-
plines, the Appellate
Division told Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam.

Some lower court judges
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B'BARIA MAYHEM

21 more held,
8 remanded

STAR REPORT

Law enforcers rounded up
21 more people in
Brahmanbaria's Nasirnagar
upazila on Sunday night for
their alleged involvement in
the synchronised attack on
the Hindus on October 30.

With this, some 74 peo-
ple have so far been arrested
over the attack when reli-
gious zealots and goons
looted over 100 houses and
business establishments
and 17 temples of Hindus
and beat up over 100 people
in Nasirnagar town and
Haripur union of the
upazila.

The arrests were made
based on several video foot-
age filmed during the attack,
OC Abu Zafar of Nasirnagar
Police Station told The Daily
Star,

The mayhem occurred
over a Facebook post pur-
portedly from the account
of local fisherman Rasraj
Das, "hurting religious
sentiment” of the Muslims.

Meanwhile, Home
Minister Asaduzzaman
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hoc committees for non-
government educational
institutions, including
Vigarunnisa Noon School
and College in Dhaka,
where special governing
bodies were running ear-
lier, within 30 days for
electing their regular gov-
erning bodies.

The four-member ad-
hoc committees, each to be
headed by a government
official, were directed to

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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