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BRAHMANBARIA BURNING

The vicious attacks on Hindu homes, establishments and temples since October 30 indicates an increase in the level of bigotry among certain sections of the society. The question is how
did these miscreants get the courage to carry out these crimes? The Daily Star talks to some individuals who have been directly affected or are speaking out against these hate crimes.
THE INTERVIEWS WERE TAKEN BY ERESH OMAR JAMAL, MOYUKH MAHTAB AND SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN.

A wilful attempt to spread chaos

A severe blow for
communal harmony

SUVRATA CHOWDHURY

"The incident that happened was very unfortunate. Here we all
live together peacefully - Hindus and Muslims. For so many
years we have always lived together peacefully, nothing like
this has ever happened before. On the north of my house is a
temple and on the south is a lake. Beside the lake live Muslims
and if we ever have any problem, no matter how big or small,
we help each other out and also solve the small differences
that we may have amongst ourselves,

When the incident happened, I did not get out. But a boy
who works on my farm did and later told me that many peo-
ple had gathered at the college field. Usually you won't see
that many people there even when the President visits. Many
microphones were arranged there and we could hear people
oive speeches. I don't know exactly who 'they' were as I was
inside, but we could hear the commotion quite clearly.

As my temple is quite close to my house, I could see around
150 to 200 people attacking it from my home. This happened
between 9-10 am. Before that, many people came on boats
and cars. The authorities here had continually asked people
through microphones to not attack any Hindu house or tem-
ple. Despite this the attack took place. Right now, all the peo-
ple in my neighbourhood and those living adjacent to it are
living in extreme fear and panic.”

Resident of Nasirnagar

RANA DASGUPTA

"Members of the Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha
Christian Oikya Parishad visited Nasirnagar
and Habiganj on November 2. We went to
Madhavpur first and visited different places
where the violence had taken place. And there
we came to know that the MP of that area had,
within two hours of the incident, gone there
from Dhaka as a show of solidarity to the vic-
tims.

Interestingly however, the temple in
Madhavpur Bazaar was being protected by a SI
and a handful of other police personnel. Yet, a
few minutes before the attack, he had mysteri-
ously left the spot. It was then that the attack
happened. Also, it was the same SI who had
filed the case. So we suspect that there might be
a connection between the attackers and the SI.
How else can you explain him leaving the spot
only a few minutes before the attack?

Then we went to Nasirnagar. We visited
different spots and also held a discussion. It
was there that we heard that even after three
days of the attack, Minister Syedul Haq
reportedly visited Habiganj and sat in a
rest-house with the OC and others, He did
not visit any of the atfected areas nor did he

come to the assistance of the victims. Later,
while we were coming back, we heard him
using a very derogatory term against the
Hindus, admonishing them for protesting
too much.

So what we mainly saw there was an attempt
to downplay the attack by 'a handful of miscre-
ants'. This and other indicators seem to point
towards a conspiracy and a disturbing attempt
to cover it up. What we felt is that it wasn't
failure on part of the authorities. It was a con-
spiracy, which included a few members from
within the ranks of the authorities and various
other organisations and political parties. And
the aim of the conspiracy was to destabilise the
country and create divisions. It was a wilful
attempt to spread chaos.

The authorities immediately need to inves-
tigate the attacks, find the perpetrators and
the masterminds, and punish them
exemplarily. Further attempts to cause vio-
lence and create divisions must be thwarted.
We must all work together so that the con-
spirators are not successful in their devious
attempts. "

Advocate at Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha
Christian Oikya Parishad.
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Inaction leads
to impunity

KHUsHI KABIR

"The situation started just like Ramu with a story of a
Facebook post which sparked off the rest. The administra-
tion had arrested this guy who is supposed to have made the
post. We heard in Brahmanbaria that he was not even very
literate, does not have a Facebook account, and does not
know how to use Photoshop. He is from a fishing commu-
nity. The guy was arrested. Then two groups asked for per-
mission to hold a rally, and they were given the permission.
After the rally, they started attacking the temples and houses.

The women and children who had to hide during the
attacks, you could see the trauma in their eyes. Many of
them had to cross the river and hide, and only came back
later. The main thing is the fear and the trauma that has
been created, apart from the fact that they had lost every-
thing they had.

There is a pattern of what has been happening time and
again. We have seen the story of Facebook posts in Pabna, in
Satkhira and many other places. This was done to create a
situation to foster communalism.

The administration did tell us it wasn't just one group of
people involved in the attacks -people from all political
parties were there for looting.

So obviously there is an attempt across the country to try
to create insecurity in the minds of the minority and push
forward an intolerant, extremist version of Islam. Before this
in Brahmanbaria, there have been attacks involving burning
of Ahmadiya houses.

We asked the administration first if they knew about the
Facebook post that was circulating. They said that they did, and
had already arrested the guy. So if they had already arrested
them, we asked, why did they allow the rally in the first place?

The next question was why after giving permission for the
rally, there wasn't enough protection provided? We had
heard from some people there that the attacks happened
after the police had left.

But we do know that the MP, who is also the Minister for
Fisheries, did not visit any of the houses of the affected. And
after he went there four days later, he was reported to have
made a communal remark, which he later claimed he didn't.
But the important thing is right after his visit, there was
another attack.

How can the administration be so laid back? The intelli-
gence agencies are supposed to provide intelligence. The
administration says they were inactive they didn't have infor-
mation: so what were the various intelligence agencies doing
after the first attacks?

How is administration allowing this to happen? They
don’'t have the courage to act. Either they are completely
detached, or they are complicit. Through their inactivity,
they are giving impunity to people to create this havoc.

These Facebook posts that are being created are obviously
being created by people who have an interest in creating
these situations to loot property and land. The administra-
tion is giving a very wrong message by by asking people
from posting anything that hurts religious sentiments
instead of taking action against the perpetrators. We
ask, what about the religious sentiments of the
Hindus?"

Rights activist and coordinator of Nijera Kori

Locals have nothing to do with the attacks

KajoL DUTTA

"I was at home when I heard about the inci-
dent. [ immediately rushed to one of the houses
that was attacked and saw that a stack of hay

The police were not able to protect all
houses, and those were the ones that were
mostly attacked. As the roads were also
blocked, these people were setting houses on
fire from behind. Those who have no police

came to protect my house, they too were
injured. There was a meeting between two
Muslim organisations, Ahle Sunnat and
Hefazat-e-Islam, on Saturday. I think it was the
outsiders gathered at the meeting who perpe-
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