18 | The Baily Star

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND THE GROWTH OF HIGHER EDUCATION

DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2016, KARTIK 22,1423BS

We should emphasise on

PROFESSOR IMRAN RAHMAN

Vice Chancellor, ULAB

l | LAB was formally launched
on October 1, 2004. From
the beginning, quality was

the top priority for the board and me,

as I came here from IBA of Dhaka

University, which is a high-quality

institute. At ULAB, we have set up

Internal Quality Assurance Cell. So,

ULAB will fulfill all the requirements

the UGC wants us to fulfill in terms of

quality of teacher, curriculum, teaching
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methodologies, facilities for the
teaching environment, research etc. We
must address the quality issue for our
own existence and to improve as an
institution. We are very ambitious. We
want to be the top private university by
2023,

We have set up a centre for
excellence in teaching and learning,
When I joined this university, there
were six or seven American teachers
here, who were very smart and

active learning

qualified. I am sorry to say that the
teachers from North America, Western
Europe, and Australia are way above us
in terms of teaching skills. They taught
us how to respect the students. I am
sorry to say that here in Bangladesh, we
the teachers do not respect our students.
We made an MOU with the
University of Gloucestershire. Under
that memorandum, we brought two
specialists in order to improve the
quality of our teachers. We started to
put emphasis on active learning, rather
than passive learning, which includes

interactive classrooms, group
discussions, presentations, etc.

ULAB is a research-intensive
university, with multiple research
opportunities for its faculty
members and students. We engage
our students in research in a slow but
steady manner. As a liberal arts
university, we incorporate the values of
liberal arts and sustainability into our
curriculum through the General
Education Department and its Centre

for Sustainable Development (CSD). In
the four-year Bachelors degree
programme, we try to train our students
on how to learn for and by themselves.
We give them the skills required so that
they can continue learning on their own
for the rest of their life.

We are always trying to improve
our quality. We have started the
Centre for Excellence in Teaching
and Learning, which aims to
improve the teaching pedagogy of
our teachers. Here in Bangladesh, a
school teacher has to take training
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courses on teaching but a university
teacher does not need to take any
training. A good student is not
necessarily a good teacher. So, teacher
training is a vital issue.

We are also strengthening our
Students Affairs Department. Each
year, we get huge numbers of
students from outside of Dhaka.
They face numerous challenges with
the university environment. Sometimes
they get out of track. We try to improve

the English skills of our students. We
have set up many labs on particular
disciplines. The students who are weak
in a particular subject can use the labs
to improve their skills, as they act as
additional tutors.

ULAB has a fantastic cricket team,
which has already won many
tournaments at home and abroad.

We are given the students for four
years to make them skilled. And
fortunately, we receive good
response from employers who recruit
our students about their attitude and
performance.

For improving our research
quality, we have set up six research
centres. These are: Centre for Bangla
Studies, Centre for Language Studies,
Centre for Enterprise and Society,
Centre for Sustainable Development,
Centre for Advanced Theory (CAT), and
Centre for Archaeological Studies.

The mainstay of co-curricular life
at the university is its clubs, which

maintain regular weekly activities to
enhance skills and learning,
including educational field trips,
workshops, seminars, games, concerts,
inter- and intra- university competitions
or tournaments, etc. ULAB is a proud
and active member of the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award programme.
Members of our adventure club have
also succeeded in climbing the
Himalayan ranges.

With funds from World Bank, we
plan to set up a laboratory to train
young engineers on the 'Internet of
Things (10T)".

Accreditation is a positive thing.
But I think it should be done by the
association of private universities.
The government should not be
directly involved in this process.

We do not get any fund from the
government and are a non-profit
organisation. So, I think any kind of
tax or VAT should not be imposed on
private universities.
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)Bachelor Programs »

o CSE eEEE ETE
Engineering
e Commerce

(Hons) eEntrepreneurship eBusiness

e English e Law (Hons) e Nutrition and Food Engineering e Environmental

Science and Disaster Management elournalism and

Communication eTourism and Hospitality Management eArchitecture

e CIS ¢CS e B.Com (Hons) e Civil Engineering

>Master Programs »

o CSE o¢ETE eMIS eTextile Engineering eEnglish {One year for honors
s MBA

(Regular/Executive) o LLM & Journalism and Mass Communication e Public
Health e Software Engineering ePharmacy eDevelopment Studies

degree holders; two years for others degree holders)

)Post Graduate Diploma »

» Information Science and Library Management

Full fledged compus includes:

® 5000 seat multipurpose convention centre with all modern focilities @ 100 seat mini hall with
electronic writing board eSeparate residential halls for both male & female students and foculty
members sMedia Lab ® Mobile Apps Development Research Lab slnnovation Lab @ Lounges
#Digital clossrooms @ Gymnasium eMedical Center #Café @ Transport pool ® Standard Football
and cricket grounds @ Swimming Pool @ Tennis court @Shoheed Minar e English languoge lab

& MCT Lab #Golf drive & proctice range ® Startup market ® Prayer Holl # Residential halls for

both male & female students and faculty members.

Special Features of Permanent Campus:

e Sports facilities: Swimming Pool, Geolf, Football, Cricket, Basketball,
Volleyball, Tennis, All indoor games,

® Residential venue of International events

® Transport facilities between campuses

@ A place of "Campus Tourism®

@ Full Campus is Wifi enabled and under CCTV Surveillance

ePharmacy eSoftware Engineering eTextile
e Multimedia and Creative Technology eReal Estate
Administration
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Last Date for Application
03 January 2017

Admission Test

05 January 2017

Mass

Scholarships Based on:

s Merit « Need » Female & Ethnic
Minority e Freedom Fighter's Ward
» Sibling # Physically Challenged

Over 3000 students enjoy
10% -100% scholarships.

One Student One Laptop

DIU provides free laptop for students.
Please visit for details:

http://laptop.doffodilvarsity.edu.bd

International Affiliations with:

APUCEM and ACLL
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Kouffman Foundation, ACBSP MAFSA, AUPE, IE, EAIE, 1AL,
ALIAP [AUP ALA, UNAI, ESRUC, IEEE, ISTQB, ATIFTAE ACE,
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Inspiring Excellence

First Nano Satellite of a Bangladeshi University
BRAC ONNESHA

BRAC University

INNOVATE
COMPETE
REACH FOR THE STARS

@ Main Campus: 102 & 102/1 Shukrabad, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Apply online at: http://admission.daffodilvarsity.edu.bd
E-mail us to: admission@daffodilvarsity.edu.bd

Tel: 9138234-5, 01847140094, 01847140095, 01713493050, 01713493051.
@ Permanent Campus: Datta Para, Ashulia Model Town, Savar, Dhaka,

Cell: 01833102806, 01847140068. @ Uttara Campus: H #4 & 6, R #7, S# 3,
Uttara, Dhoka. Tel: 58954660, 8922010, 01713493141, 01811458841.

cu.achd  Tel: 9844051-4 ext. 4003

RanksTel: 04478444001




