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Priests get
training on
creating
social values

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
[almonirhat

Priests were given training
on creating awareness
against militancy, child
marriage, dowry and
other social crimes under
a project of the Hindu
Kalyan Trust at the
Primary Teachers' Training
Institute in Saptibari
under Aditmari upazila of
Lalmonirhat in the last
one week.

Fifty priests took part
in the training,

“We got training on
how to create awareness
about fighting militancy,
and we will use our knowl-
edge if we face such a
situation,” they said, add-
ing that they will share the
knowledge with the Hindu
people in their villages.

Man dies from
food poisoning

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

A man died from food
poisoning and four of his
family members fell sick in
Chaugachha upazila of
Jessore early yesterday.

The deceased is Abdur
Rahim, 34.

Hospital sources said
Rahim and four of his
family members fell sick
after having panta bhat
(rice soaked in water) on
Friday morning.

They were rushed to
Chaugachha Model
Hospital where Rahim died
around 2:00am.

Elderly woman Turi Bewa in front of her home at former enclave Bhitorkuti of
Kulaghat union in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Dream to vote first time

UP polls in former enclaves tomorrow

@he Baily Star | 13

A market built on the government land occupied by a local influential person in Chowrasta area by the side
of Patuakhali-Kuakata road. The Roads and Highways Department owns the land.

[llegal market on RHD land

Ishaqg Howlader continues construction work beside
Patuakhali-Kuakata road despite complaint against him

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali the construction work.

Ishaq said he had already talked
with the RHD about the land. He,
however, refused to make any more
comment to journalists about the
matter.

Officer-in-Charge of Patuakhali
Police Station § M Tariqul Islam said
they have asked Ishaq to stop the
construction work.

They are ready to provide support
to RHD to demolish the illegal struc-
tures, he added.

Mamun said they have a plan to
upgrade the road from two lanes to
four lanes that would be hampered as
the market is being built beside the
road.

Ishag continued construction
work though they had lodged a com-
plaint against him to Patuakhali
Police Station on October 18, the
engineer said.

RHD Executive Engineer Mir
Nizam Uddin Ahmed said they sent a
request to the police station to stop

An influential person is building a
market by occupying land owned by
the Roads and Highways Department
(RHD) in Chowrasta area by the side
of Patuakhali-Kuakata road in the
district.

RHD Sub-Assistant Engineer Md
Hasan Al Mamun said one Ishaq
Howlader has built around 20 shops
by occupying RHD land on the south-
east of Patuakhali Chowrasta area
after filling a ditch with sand.
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Facebook the actor

Missing mentally challenged reunites
with family after two years

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A mentally challenged missing youth from Sylhet has got
reunited with his family, thanks to the Facebook posting by
a benevolent man in Akkelpur upazila of Joypurhat.

Shipon Ahmed, 21, son of Mohammad Ali, a farm
labourer of Noyagaon village under Jagannathpur upazila
of Sunamganj, went missing while accompanying his
father in Sylhet in 2014, said the father after getting back
Shipon on Friday.

"I saw Shipon in the area in last April. He would ask for
food from people and sleep on streets. Finding him sick two
weeks ago, [ arranged his treatment and shelter. He couldn't
speak properly," said Md Shahin, a poultry feed trader of
Station Road area in Akkelpur.

"I uploaded Shipon's photo on Facebook on October
23," hesaid.

Three days later, Amit Dev of Jagannathpur village in
Sunamganj identified the missing youth in the social media,
phoned Rabiul Islam, Akkelpur correspondent of the daily
Prothom Alo, and requested him to look into the matter.

"Informed by the journalist, Mohammad Ali came to
Akkelpur on Friday and received his son. Shipon recognised
his father," said Shahin.

The father and the son left Akkelpur for home on Friday night.

Students cry for a road

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Students said they are suffering from

There is no road for going to a primary
school at a village in Vatgram union
under Nandigram upazila of the dis-

trict.

Around 150 students and five teach-
ers have to wade through knee-deep
water to reach the school during the
rainy season, and also whenever it

rains:

Villagers said local philanthropists estab-
lished the school in Badshain village under

theupazilain 1914,

But it had no road from the very begin-
ning, and the students and teachers have to
walk through knee-deep water to the school,

they added.

water-borne diseases due to wading through
the water.

Guardian Haresh Uddin said they are
worried that their minor children might
meet with an accident while crossing the
water-filled area.

Former member of the union parishad
Kajem Uddin said the students go to the
school despite the difficulties.

Headmistress Shamima Khatun said the
authorities concerned have been informed
about the matter, but no action has been
taken as yet.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer of Nandigram
Sharifunnessa said she was not aware of the
matter.

'‘Golaidanga
battle day'
observed

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Manilkganj

Freedom fighters of
Manikganj observed the
45th anniversary of the
historic 'Golaidanga battle
day' yesterday.

At least 82 Pakistani
soldiers were killed and 10
people martyred in the battle
at Golaidanga under Singair
upazila of Manikganj on
October 29, 1971.

Thirty-three freedom
fighters led by Tobarak
Hossain Ludu, Lokman
Hossain, Jahidur Rahman,
Obaidul Islam Yakub, Abdul
Jalil Khan, AKM Miraj
Uddin and Monsur Alam
Khan took part in the battle
with the Pakistani soldiers.

Manikganj district unit
of Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad
arranged day-long
programmes on the
Golaidanga Muktijoddha
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enced neighbour as I will cast my cuits and muri after the

Smriti College premises.

Turi Bewa, 75, a resident of former
enclave Bhitorkuti of Kulaghat
union in Lalmonirhat Sadar, is
happy as her dream to enjoy the
taste of voting right is going to be
fulfilled for the first time in life.

She is one of the newly listed voters
in 59 former Indian enclaves in the
district, who will get such opportunity
in tomorrow's election in eight union
parishads under the district.

Of the former enclaves, now part
of Bangladesh as per exchange deal
with the neighbouring country, two
are in Kulaghat union under
Lalmonirhat Sadar, two in Gotamari
union under Hatibandha, and 55 in
Jongra, Kuchlibari, Burimari,
Sreerampur, Patgram, Jagatber and
Bawra unions under Patgram
upazila.

Of the total 10,019 people living
in these former enclaves, 3850 peo-
ple have been listed as voters, dis-
trict election office sources said.

"Now I am trying to understand
the voting system from my experi-

vote in Monday's union parishad's
election,” said Turi Bewa, widow of
late Ismail Hossain.

"My husband had also the dream
to be a voter, but he left this world
12 years ago. I'm a widow, also an
aged woman but I did not get any
allowance from the government as I
was not a citizen of Bangladesh.
Now as a valued voter of the coun-
try, 1 expect government allowance
after the polls, " she said.

Like her, Alim Hossain, 80, of the
former enclave is also preparing to cast
the vote for the first time in his life,

Hazera Bewa, 68, of former
enclave Gotamari at Hatibandha
upazila, said her husband died six
months ago before casting any vote
in life.

"But I am still alive and so, I can
vote for my chosen symbol in
Monday, " she said.

Jahirul Islam, 16, of this former
enclave, said, "I am too young to be
a voter but | joined a procession in
favour of a candidate and got bis-

programime.”

"I helped in providing technical
training to the new voters here on
vote casting," said Afsar Ali, 45, a
supporter of a candidate at former
enclave Banshkata of Patgram
upazila.

Abdul Hamid, Awami League
nominated chairman candidate of
Kuchlibari union parishad in
Patgram, said, he will work for
developing former enclave people's
life ifhe is elected.

Shahnewaz Parvez, BNP nomi-
nated chairman candidate of the
same union, said he will provide
government-allocated allowances
for the elderly people, widows and
other needy people in the former
enclaves if he becomes chairman.

Lalmonirhat Superintendent of
Police SM Rashidul Haque said tight
security measures including deploy-
ment of police and other law
enforcement agencies will be taken
in the eight unions during before,
during and after the polls.

Commander of the unit
Tobarak Hossain Ludu pre-
sided over the discussion.

Land feud
kills youth

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

A youth was hacked to
death over land dispute at
Estakapur village in Sadar
upazila on Friday night.

Police said there was a
longstanding conflict
between Hasanuzzam Titu
and Feroz Ahmed Fedu
over the land.

When victim Mohon
Munsi, 26, along with one
Muslim Biswas was return-
ing home from Estakapur
bazar, the men of Titu
allegedly attacked them.

Gambling in Pabna fair
Tk 8 lakh fined, 5 arrested

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Jamuna erosion hits three
Gaibandha villages

A mobile court on Friday night arrested five gamblers from
handloom and handicraft fair on Shaheed M Monsur Ali
College premises in the district town and fined organisers of

the fair Tk 8 lakh.

During the raid, the court also seized huge amount of
lottery tickets from the spot, said locals.
Executive magistrates Ajgar Hossain and Hamidur

Rahman led the court.

Mirpur Tant Shikhha Foundation inaugurated the
month-long fair on October 14 but the organisers intro-
duced Dainik Tamanna Raffle Draw illegally there, said
Additional Deputy Commissioner Salma Khatun.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha and students of Kanaipara Dakhil Madrasa

formed a human chain on the bank of the
river on Friday demanding immediate steps
to stop the erosion and save the institution.

Haldia UP chairman Yakub Ali said
although the Water Development Board
(WDB) had implemented a bank protection
work last year but the situation remained
unchanged at many points.

WDB Executive Engineer Prakash Kumar
said a master plan is required for a perma-
nent solution to stop the erosion.

Erosion by the river Jamuna has taken a
serious turn in a week, rendering a number
of families homeless at three villages in
Saghata upazila of the district.

The affected villages are Kamaipara, Bera
and Haldia.

Locals said, at least 130 homesteads in those
villages already went into the riverbed due to the
erosion while many other structures and vast
areas of croplands are in the verge of collapse.

Meanwhile, locals, guardians, teachers
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